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'Hacking scandal's all my fault': The man who 'told Sun
and Mirror how to access voicemails 12 years ago'
By DAILY MAIL REPORTER
UPDATED: 15:40, 6 August 2011

A man has claimed he warned two tabloid newspapers how easy it was to
hack phones 12 years ago so that they could warn the public of the danger,
it emerged today.

But neither The Sun nor the Daily Mirror reported Steve Nott’s warnings,
despite journalists showing apparent interest in what the salesman had
learned from a Vodafone technician.

The first title – the sister paper of the now axed News of the World –
allegedly even invited him into News International's offices to learn how to
access other people’s voicemail messages, according to Mr Nott.

And the Mirror, which has been accused of hacking the phone of Heather
Mills after a row with her ex-husband Sir Paul McCartney, is said to have
told Mr Nott that it was a ‘great story’.

Mr Nott, from Cwmbran, South Wales, who claims he revealed the
techniques to the papers in 1999 – three years before the News of the World
hacked the phone of murdered schoolgirl Milly Dowler – now believes he
may have been responsible for the subsequent scandal.

The salesman, who was working for a food manufacturer at the time, first
called the Daily Mirror about his revelation and said: ‘They told me it was a
great story.’

But when two weeks went by without anything being published, Mr Nott then called The Sun.

‘I showed the reporter everything – he was really excited’, he said – but he never heard back from them
either.

Finally he managed to get an interview with BBC Radio 5Live to discuss how he discovered phone
hacking and the South Wales Argus newspaper decided to run a story on it.

Mr Nott also claims he wrote to MI5 and the Department of Trade and Industry with his revelation.

8
View comments

Hacking research: Steve Nott says
he discovered how to hack into
voicemails in 1999
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The father-of-two stumbled across how to hack into mobiles while driving through the Welsh countryside
in June 1999.

After losing his signal and being desperate to check his phone messages, he pulled in at a service station
to call his network operator Vodafone.

He was told by the operator that if he knew the access PIN, he could hack into his messages from any
other phone.

Mr Nott had never changed his access PIN from its default setting 3333 – like the majority of people – and
managed to hack into his messages straight away.

He said: ‘I was gobsmacked by how easy it was. I spent the next couple of months playing games with my
mates and work colleagues.

‘But I soon realised that this issue of easily being able to intercept voicemail, delete messages, change
welcome greetings and change the PIN was too serious and decided it had to be exposed.

‘I made a list of how it could affect the public and also the security implications on important people like
the Royals, politicians etc.’

Mr Nott says the Daily Mirror said it was going to possibly be one of the biggest stories of that decade and
would make a front page.

‘They said they were going to try it out for themselves and see how it all works’, he added.

But after twelve days of waiting for the story to emerge, Mr Nott says the newspaper suddenly changed
their mind and said they weren’t interested in it anymore.

‘I was amazed, one minute, massive news story promises and excitement, then nothing’, he said.

Newspaper clipping: The South Wales Argus published Mr Nott's article
about voicemail hacking on October 13, 199
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Mr Nott claims the same thing happened with The Sun, after personally
being invited into News International’s Wapping offices to explain the whole
story.

He then contacted the police and said: ‘I spoke to New Scotland Yard and
also wrote them a detailed letter explaining my issues, my findings and the
problem that was a national security risk. I never had a reply from them.’

After being dismissed, he started contacting as many newspapers as
possible to inform them, hoping that one of them would run the story.

‘The Daily Mail did run an article about listening to voicemail in late 2000 or
early 2001 – it was centre spread and was covered well’, he said.

His story was also published in his local newspaper The South Wales Agus
on October 13, 1999.

On March 30 of this year, Mr Notts received a letter from Lord Prescott saying that his information had
been passed on to The Metropolitan Police.

He says he was also called in as a witness to one of the civil cases suing Newsgroup newspapers and
Glen Mulclaire.

In charge: Piers Morgan was the
editor of the Daily Mirror in 1999

Response: Mr Nott received this letter from Lord Prescott on March 30
this year
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On 18 July this year, Mr Nott was then visited by detectives from Operation Weeting – the criminal
investigation into phone hacking by journalists.

Mr Nott wrote on his blog, named Hackergate: ‘I always wanted the public to know from the very outset.

‘I tried my hardest to get the press to take the story and failed. I’m now making it my mission to make sure
everyone knows that I tried and nobody helped apart from the BBC.

‘What others did with the information beggars belief or what they were doing with it before I turned up,
more to the point.’

News International and Trinity Mirror have both declined to comment on the claims.

7



Sunday Mirror Phone-Hacking Probe Launched | UK News | Sky News

https://news.sky.com/story/sunday-mirror-phone-hacking-probe-launched-10434603 1/7

Phone hacking rose to national prominence in 2011

Thursday 12 September 2013 07:20, UK

Sunday Mirror Phone-Hacking Probe
Launched
The weekly tabloid's publisher announces the paper is being investigated in the latest

twist in the hacking scandal.

Why you can trust Sky News

 24 Mar 19°
8°

Watch Live

Home UK World Politics US Climate Science & Tech Business Ents & Arts Travel More
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The publisher of the Sunday Mirror is being investigated over alleged

phone-hacking by former employees at the newspaper.

Trinity Mirror said Scotland Yard had informed its national newspaper

publishing subsidiary, MGN Limited, that a probe is under way to

establish whether it is criminally liable for alleged unlawful conduct by

former employees at the weekly tabloid.

A spokesman said: "Trinity Mirror plc notes that its subsidiary, MGN

Limited, publisher of the group's national newspapers, has been

notified by the Metropolitan Police that they are at a very early stage in

investigating whether MGN is criminally liable for the alleged unlawful

conduct by previous employees in relation to phone-hacking on the

Sunday Mirror.

"The group does not accept wrongdoing within its business and takes

these allegations seriously.

"It is too soon to know how these matters will progress and further

updates will be made if there are any significant developments."

The development is thought to be the first formal confirmation that a

newspaper group is being investigated as a corporate suspect for

alleged phone-hacking by its journalists.

It was reported last month that Rupert Murdoch's News International

had been placed under investigation, but the Metropolitan Police has

yet to officially confirm that claim.

Sir David Amess murder trial: Bodycam footage shows moment
'killer' arrested following stabbing of MP

P&O Ferries boss admits firm broke law over sackings - and reveals
to MPs new workers earn £5 15 an hour

Advertisement

Advertisement

Advertisement

MORE FROM UK
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to MPs new workers earn £5.15 an hour

Ukraine war: UK imposes sanctions on 65 more Russian oligarchs
and businesses 'fuelling Putin's war machine'

Several former Trinity Mirror employees have been arrested since the

phone-hacking scandal began.

Morgan's claims on hacking were described as "utterly unpersuasive"

Former Sunday Mirror editor Tina Weaver, who worked at the paper

between 2001 and 2012, was arrested in a dawn raid as part of the

Metropolitan Police's Operation Weeting inquiry into phone-hacking in

March.

At that time, lawyers representing victims of phone-hacking said they

had been contacted by police to say they were looking into new claims

relating to the now defunct News Of The World's feature desk and

Trinity Mirror titles.

During his inquiry into press standards, Lord Justice Leveson described

former Daily Mirror editor Piers Morgan's claim that he had no

knowledge of alleged phone hacking at the newspaper as "utterly

unpersuasive", and said the practice may well have occurred at the title

in the late 1990s.

Trinity Mirror's announcement comes after former Sunday Mirror and

News Of The World journalist Dan Evans was last week charged with

phone-hacking offences.
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A Met Police spokesman said he could not confirm Trinity Mirror's

statement or whether News International, which has recently been

rebranded as News UK, is under investigation as a corporate suspect.

He said: "As with any investigation we carry out, we do not identify

suspects or anybody arrested or anybody we may we wish to speak to.

"That goes for corporations the same as it does for individuals."

Related Stories

Murdoch: Phone-Hacking Probe 'Excessive'

Ex-Gladiators Star Sues Over 'Phone-Hacking'
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Phone hacking: We’re sorry

By Mirror .co.uk
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Trinity Mirror, owner of the Daily Mirror, Sunday Mirror and Sunday People, today apologises publicly to all

its victims of phone hacking.

Some years ago voice-mails left on certain people’s phones were unlawfully accessed. And in many cases

the information obtained was used in stories in our national newspapers.

Such behaviour represented an unwarranted and unacceptable intrusion into people’s private lives.

It was unlawful and should never have happened, and fell far below the standards our readers expect and

deserve.

We are taking this opportunity to give every victim a sincere and unreserved apology for what happened.
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We recognise that our actions will have caused them distress for which we are truly sorry.

Our newspapers have a long and proud history of holding those in power to account. As such, it is only

right we are held to account ourselves.

Such behaviour has long since been banished from Trinity Mirror’s business and we are committed to

ensuring it will not happen again.
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 This article is more than 6 years old

Mirror's phone hacking made 'News of the World look like cottage
industry'
Testimony at high court details alleged culture of phone hacking at
tabloid titles so prevalent it dwarfed Fleet Street rivals

Josh Halliday
Thu 21 May 2015 10.20 BST

After years of rebuttals, numerous assurances under oath to the Leveson inquiry, and the dismissal of legal
claims as “wholly unsubstantiated”, it took a single devastating morning at the high court in London to
leave Trinity Mirror’s phone-hacking denials in ruins. 

The court was told that senior journalists at the Daily Mirror, Sunday Mirror and
Sunday People intercepted celebrities’ voicemails on an industrial scale, making the News of the World
look like a “small cottage industry”.

The allegation was all the more striking because – for the first time – there was an absence of any denial
from the publisher, Mirror Group Newspapers (MGN); in effect it was not contesting the testimony offered
up in court.

The tabloid publisher admitted during the trial that phone hacking was the source of more than 100
articles about eight claimants, including the actor Sadie Frost and ex-footballer Paul Gascoigne.

It was a far cry from the combative stance of Sly Bailey, the then-Trinity Mirror chief executive, who told
the Leveson inquiry in January 2012 that there was “no evidence and we saw no reason to investigate”
allegations of phone hacking at the titles. “It is not the way to run a healthy company; to conduct
investigations when there is no evidence to say our journalists have hacked phones,” she said.  
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… congratulations on being one of our top readers globally. Did you know you’ve read 316 articles in the
last year? Thank you for choosing the Guardian on so many occasions.

Since we started publishing 200 years ago, tens of millions have placed their trust in the Guardian’s
fearless journalism, turning to us in moments of crisis, uncertainty, solidarity and hope. More than 1.5
million supporters, from 180 countries, now power us financially – keeping us open to all, and fiercely
independent.

Unlike many others, the Guardian has no shareholders and no billionaire owner. Just the determination
and passion to deliver high-impact global reporting, always free from commercial or political influence.

Sly Bailey arrives to give evidence at the Leveson inquiry in 2012. Photograph: Paul Grover/Rex Features

For years, the publisher’s spokespeople trotted out the line: “Trinity Mirror’s position is clear: our
journalists work within the criminal law and the PCC code of conduct.”

Fast forward to September 2014 and Trinity Mirror makes its first public admission that some of its
journalists hacked phones. It was an admission designed, in part, to avoid a costly civil trial and the
damaging headlines that go with it. The company set up a compensation fund for phone-hacking victims
and Trinity Mirror executives briefed, rather hopefully, that there was now no need for the high court trial
to go ahead.

But behind the scenes, lawyers for the victims were determined to have their day in court. Only then, they
said, would the full extent of phone hacking at Trinity Mirror be revealed. One senior legal source said the
two sides were also poles apart when trying to agree compensation for the victims. “The only way that you
can get this settled is if you pay them enough. They were trying to keep it down for pound or penny and
we were a long way apart,” the source said.

As the trial neared, the company moved into full damage limitation mode, sending letters of apology
signed by the Trinity Mirror chairman, David Grigson, and the chief executive, Simon Fox, to each of the
eight claimants. Days later the company’s three titles printed a page-two apology admitting that its
intrusion into people’s private lives had broken the law.

Meanwhile, its compensation fund for phone-hacking victims was increased from £8m to £12m – a
recognition that publicity surrounding the trial would inevitably prompt further claimants to come
forward. So far 41 celebrities, including the actors Elizabeth Hurley and Hugh Grant, have lodged claims
and dozens more are waiting in the wings, meaning the eventual cost is likely to be far in excess of £12m.

But by far the greatest threat to Trinity Mirror is the looming prospect of a possible
corporate prosecution. Those cases are notoriously difficult to pull off but the newspaper group has
attempted to head off any potential prosecution by cooperating with Scotland Yard detectives and handing
over scores of internal emails, telephone call data, invoices, expenses receipts and other evidence. It
remains to be seen whether this strategy will pay off, with any decision on criminal charges expected by
summer.

For now, the trial appears hardly to have made a ripple on Trinity Mirror’s share price. It stood at 182p at
Wednesday’s close, representing a fall of 9.23% since the first day of the trial, when shareholders were
buoyed by an announcement that the publisher was to pay its first dividend in seven years after a 1%
increase in pre-tax profits to £102.3m.

Revelations that some of the titles’ most senior journalists were hacking phones over a decade, from 1999
to 2010, will likely not last long in the memory of readers fatigued by the phone-hacking scandal and its
fallout. But the reputational damage from the excoriating testimony of Gascoigne, Frost and a string of
soap opera stars – plus the looming threat of the company itself being in the dock – will be much harder to
shake off.
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Daily Mirror owners must pay £1.2m to celebrity phone�hacking
victims
High court judge orders Trinity Mirror to compensate Sadie Frost,
Paul Gascoigne and others for suffering caused by intrusions

Phone-hacking victim Sadie Frost reacts to Trinity Mirror court ruling Guardian

Josh Halliday
Thu 21 May 2015 11.40 BST

0:00 / 1:51

The publisher of the Daily and Sunday Mirror has been ordered to pay £1.2m in compensation to eight
phone-hacking victims, including the actor Sadie Frost and the former footballer Paul Gascoigne.

Frost was awarded £260,250 in what is believed to be the single biggest privacy damages payout since the
phone-hacking scandal broke in 2010.

Gascoigne is to receive £188,250 in compensation from Trinity Mirror after the former England footballer
told the high court he was driven to alcoholism and severe paranoia when journalists snooped on his
voicemails from 2000 to 2010.

The newspaper group, which also publishes the People, was accused at a high court trial in March of
industrial-scale phone hacking that made the News of the World look “like a small cottage industry”.

Trinity Mirror announced after Thursday’s ruling that it was considering an appeal, saying its initial view
was that the basis used for calculating the level of damages was incorrect.

However, with the company now facing new phone-hacking damages claims from more than 100 high-
profile figures, it also said it was increasing the amount of money set aside to deal with the legal cases from
£12m to £28m.

The judge Mr Justice Mann ordered what he described as “very substantial” payouts17
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The judge, Mr Justice Mann, ordered what he described as very substantial  payouts
after considering the scale of intrusion suffered by the eight claimants. 

The newspaper group had been sued by Gascoigne, Frost, the BBC executive Alan Yentob, Coronation
Street actor Shobna Gulati, flight attendant Lauren Alcorn, TV producer Robert Ashworth and EastEnders
actors Lucy Taggart and Shane Richie.

Trinity Mirror admitted at the start of the three-week trial that more than 100 articles about the eight
claimants were the result of phone hacking. The civil case is the first of its kind to result in a high court
trial.

A criminal investigation into voicemail interception at the three titles is running in parallel to the civil
hearing.

Ashworth, a former Coronation Street producer who told the court that phone hacking had ruined his
media career and his marriage to soap actor Tracy Shaw, was awarded £201,250 for the invasion of his
privacy.

Taggart received a £157,250 payout, while Richie got £155,000, Gulati got £117,500, Yentob was awarded
£85,000 and Alcorn got £78,500.

The payouts dwarf those paid by News UK, the publisher of the now-defunct News of the World, to phone-
hacking victims. In contrast to those payouts, the Trinity Mirror damages were decided by a high court
judge after the victims refused to settle out of court.  

Gulati turned and hugged Lucy Taggart when the judge said the victims had suffered “very substantially
indeed”. Frost, sitting two seats away from them at the back of the courtroom, showed little emotion as
the amounts of compensation were read out. Outside court, Frost told the Guardian: “It’s been a difficult
time and a time to reflect. I’m relieved this is at an end and justice has been done.”

As she left court to a media scrum, Taggart told the television cameras that the seven years her phone was
hacked was a “very stressful time” and that “a lot of very private information was revealed” by Mirror
Group Newspapers (MGN), the Trinity Mirror subsidiary that publishes the Daily Mirror, Sunday Mirror and
Sunday People. “I’m just glad it’s all over,” she said.

Gulati told journalists that she just wanted to put the saga behind her. Asked what impact the intrusion
had on her family, she replied: “A big one.”

Giving evidence during the trial, Frost described how the voicemail interception made her suspect close
relatives and friends of selling stories about her to the press, to such an extent that she even made her
mother sign a non-disclosure agreement.

Frost said she was thrilled with the outcome of the case, but accepted she would never know the full
extent of Mirror newspapers’ intrusion into her life.

A statement released by the actor’s solicitor, Mark Thomson, said: “Whilst Sadie would have preferred not
to have come to court to relive painful experiences, having been left with no option by MGN, she is
relieved that the judge has recognised, in his lengthy and detailed judgment, the sustained and intrusive
impact that MGN’s repeated publication of her private information had on her life and her family.

“It was important for Sadie to bring an action against MGN in order to find out as much as possible about
what had gone on. She accepts, reluctantly, that she will never know the full extent of the unlawful
activities by MGN but is relieved to have finally found out that her private information was hacked rather
than having been leaked by someone close to her. My client now wants to put this matter behind her and
will not be making any further comment.” 18
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… congratulations on being one of our top readers globally. Did you know you’ve read 315 articles in the
last year? Thank you for choosing the Guardian on so many occasions.

Since we started publishing 200 years ago, tens of millions have placed their trust in the Guardian’s
fearless journalism, turning to us in moments of crisis, uncertainty, solidarity and hope. More than 1.5
million supporters, from 180 countries, now power us financially – keeping us open to all, and fiercely
independent.

Unlike many others, the Guardian has no shareholders and no billionaire owner. Just the determination
and passion to deliver high-impact global reporting, always free from commercial or political influence.
Reporting like this is vital for democracy, for fairness and to demand better from the powerful.

And we provide all this for free, for everyone. We do this because we believe in information equality.
Greater numbers of people can keep track of global events, understand their impact on people and
communities, and become inspired to take meaningful action. Millions can benefit from open access to
quality news, regardless of their ability to pay for it.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every contribution, however big or small, powers our
journalism and sustains our future. Support the Guardian from as little as £1 – it only takes a minute. If
you can, please consider supporting us with a regular amount each month. Thank you.
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Gascoigne’s solicitor, Gerald Shamash, said his client was “delighted and relieved” at the judgment.

In a statement released on behalf of the former footballer, Shamash said Gascoigne “was frustrated that
MGN chose to not cross-examine him so that he could explain in detail the awful impact the hacking of his
phone had upon him, his family and close friends, his health and general wellbeing”.

The statement was very similar to that of Frost, saying Gascoigne felt it was important to bring the action
to try to find out what had gone on, and that he accepted he would never know the full extent of the
intrusion but was relieved to have found out his private information was hacked rather than leaked by
someone close to him.

The judge ruled that the phone hacking was “part of a large-scale pattern of the unlawful obtaining of
information” by journalists at the newspaper group. He said “people whose voicemails were hacked for so
often and so long, had very significant parts of their private lives exposed, and then reported on, are
entitled to significant compensation”.

Taggart, a former EastEnders actor, said she hoped the ruling would send a message about the behaviour
of the tabloid press.

“Nothing can take away or repair the damage that was caused to me both personally and professionally
and the impact it had on my friends, family and relationships at that time. The damages although welcome
can never repair the hurt that was caused.”

Trinity Mirror said in a statement: “Our subsidiary MGN Limited has already accepted that it should pay
appropriate compensation to individuals who were the target of phone hacking. However, our initial view
of the lengthy judgment is that the basis used for calculating damages is incorrect and we are therefore
considering whether to seek permission to appeal.

“There remains uncertainty as to how matters will progress. As the legal process has taken longer and the
costs of settling claims is likely to be higher than previously anticipated we are increasing our provision to
deal with matters arising from phone hacking by £16m. This is in addition to the £12 million provided in
2014.”
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Claim No. HC12A04145 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
BETWEEN 

GARRY FLITCROFT 
Claimant 

and 

MIRROR GROUP NEWSPAPERS LIMITED 
Defendant 

PARTICULARS OF CLAIM 

1. The Claimant is Garry Flitcroft. 

2. The Defendant ("MG7V") is the publisher of various national newspapers in the 

UK, including the Daily Mirror, the People and the Sunday Mirror. 

3. Around April 2001 the Claimant was the subject of a story in the Defendant's 

newspaper which is described in section B of the First Schedule hereto. 

4. It is the Claimant's case that journalists employed to work on the Defendant's 

newspapers: 

a. Habitually used phone hacking techniques and call data blagging to obtain or 

to verify the accuracy of stories for publication in the Defendant's 

newspapers, and 

b. Made use of such techniques in the course of obtaining or verifying the 

accuracy of the story referred to in §3 above. 

5. Pending disclosure and the provision of Further Information, the Claimant will 

rely upon the following facts and matters in support of the general allegation that 

the Defendant habitually used phone hacking techniques and call data blagging to 

obtain or to verify the accuracy of stories for publication in the Defendant's 

newspapers: 

a. Journalists had been unlawfully making use of the opportunities created by 

mobile phone technology to obtain or verify stories at least as long ago as 

1989 when the "Camillagate" tapes were made, recording a conversation 

between the Prince of Wales and the then Mrs. Parker Bowles. The advent of 
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digital mobile phones was thought to have made such direct tapping of phone 

conversations more difficult (though this turned out to be possible by the use 

of devices such as IMSI-catchers), but the system adopted nevertheless 

contained loopholes which enabled journalists, or private investigators 

engaged by newspapers, to listen to the contents of voicemail messages left 

on mobile phones, and to capture the telephone numbers of those leaving 

messages. Such practices are hereinafter compendiously referred to as 

"phone hacking" or "phone hacking techniques". 

b. Journalists, or private investigators engaged by newspapers, were able to 

obtain information (by deception) as to the phone numbers dialled by a 

mobile phone, the phone numbers calling a mobile phone, together with the 

time, date and duration of each such call. The same information could be 

obtained in respect of SMS messages (more usually called text messages) 

that were sent or received. Such practices are hereinafter compendiously 

referred to as "call data blagging". 

c. The Defendant employed various journalists, as set out in the table below, 

who were at other times working for the News of the World and/or the Sun 

newspapers and some of whom are alleged to have been involved in the use 

of phone hacking techniques and/or call data blagging while working there. It 

is to be inferred that they brought with them a familiarity with such 

techniques when they came to work for the Defendant. It is further to be 

inferred from all the facts and matters set out below that they made use of 

such techniques for the benefit of the Defendant's newspapers, or encouraged 

or caused others to do so, when they worked for the Defendant. 

Name Dates of employment by the 

News of the World and/or the 

Sun 

Dates of employment by 

MGN 

Neil Wallis The Sun (dep. Ed.) 1993-1998 

NoW (dep. Ed.) 2003-2009 

People (Ed.) 1998-2003 
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Name Dates of employment by the 

News of the World and/or the 

Sun 

Dates of employment by 

MGN 

Ian Edmondson NoW {year not presently People 2000-2004 

known}-2000, and 2004-2011 

i Piers Morgan The Sun 1989-1994 

NoW (Ed.) 1994-1995 

Daily Mirror (Ed.) 1995-2004 

Dan Evans NoW 2005-2010 People {year not presently 

known}-2005 

James Weatherup NoW 1987-1999 People 1999-2001 

NoW 2004-2011 Sunday Mirror 2001-2004 

d. In 1998 the Defendant was paying a private detective agency called 

"Southern Investigations" for various information about potential subjects of 

stories. In the course of the various enquiries into the murder of one of the 

partners in the Agency, Daniel Morgan, the Metropolitan Police compiled a 

dossier of work done by the Agency for various newspapers, including the 

Defendant's newspapers. Some of such work included finding out potential 

subjects' mobile phone numbers. For example, on 26 August 1998, the 

Agency performed (or submitted an invoice for) an item of work for Mark 

Thomas (at that time the Features Editor of the Daily Mirror) which was 

described in a Metropolitan Police spread-sheet as "Details and pin number 

**** ****987". It is to be inferred that Southern Investigations had procured 

for Mr. Thomas the details and PIN of a mobile phone whose number ended 

in 987. Further, the said spread-sheet contains numerous entries for "Itemised 

billing" or "Telephone number and billing" which, it is to be inferred, relate 

to wrongful phone blagging. 

e. The First Schedule hereto is a list of stories, including that complained of in 

this Action, which the Claimant asserts were obtained by the Defendant's 

phone hacking techniques and/or call data blagging, for the particular reasons 

stated in relation to each such story. The Claimant relies on all the allegations 

Dismissed on 14th May 2004 
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made in the First Schedule hereto in support of the general allegation that 

journalists employed to work on the Defendant's newspapers habitually used 

phone hacking techniques and call data blagging to obtain or to verify the 

accuracy of stories for publication in the Defendant's newspapers. 

f. On or about 28 August 1999 Steven Nott informed Oonagh Blackman, a 

journalist (special projects editor) at the Daily Mirror, that the Vodafone 

voicemail platform was not secure, and that voicemails could be accessed by 

ringing the mobile phone, waiting until it diverted to voicemail, and then 

entering the default PIN. Mr Nott intended that the story be published. Ms 

Blackman informed Mr Nott that it would be a front page story. Mr Nott 

repeatedly contacted Ms Blackman over the course of about a fortnight in 

relation to the publication of the story, but eventually Ms Blackman told him 

that the Daily Mirror was no longer interested in publishing the story. Mr 

Nott accused the Daily Mirror of keeping the voicemail interception 

methodology to use for their own purposes. The journalist threatened Mr 

Nott with court action if he told anybody that he had explained to her how to 

intercept mobile phone voicemail messages. The Defendant paid Mr Nott the 

sum of £100 for his information by invoice dated 20 September 1999 (Order 

Number AAN1120446) with the description "MOBILE PHONE 

SCANDAL", but the Defendant did not publish the story. 

At a dinner attended by numerous journalists on 31 April 2002 (the 

"SHAFTA Awards" dinner), which was co-presented by Dominic Mohan 

(then showbusiness editor of the Sun) and Piers Morgan (then editor of the 

Daily Mirror), Mr Mohan commented that it was 

§• 

"Vodafone's lack of 

security" which had led to the Mirror's showbusiness exclusives. According 

to a report in the Guardian newspaper, this prompted the biggest laugh of the 

evening. It is to be inferred that many or most of those present were aware of 

the fact that the Defendant was using phone hacking techniques in the course 

of researching stories about showbusiness personalities. 

h. On 20 September 2002, at a luncheon party hosted by the Defendant's parent 

company and its Chairman, Sir Victor Blank, and attended by Jeremy 

Paxman and Ulrika Jonsson (amongst others). Piers Morgan described how 

voicemail interception was done, and told Mr. Paxman that he would be a 

fool not to change the PIN number on his mobile phone message facility. Mr 

Morgan stated to Ms Jonsson that he knew what had happened in 

conversations between her and Sven Goran Eriksson. Mr Eriksson had not 

- 4 -
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provided any such information to Mr Morgan, and it is self-evident that Ms 

Jonsson had not provided any such information to Mr Morgan otherwise he 

would not have teased Ms Jonsson about the same. It is to be inferred that Mr 

Morgan has listened to recordings of voicemail messages that Mr Eriksson 

had left for Ms Jonsson, and vice versa. Pending disclosure, the Claimant 

will rely upon Mr Paxman's affirmed oral evidence to the Leveson Inquiry 

on 23 May 2012. 

In 2003, in an interview with Charlotte Church (the well-known singer), 

Piers Morgan stated: 

"There was a spate of stories that came out because of mobile phones. 

When they first came out, mobile phones, journalists found out that if the 

celebrity hadn't changed their pin code ... you can access their 

voicemail just by tapping in a number. 

Now, are you really telling me that journalists aren't going to do that? 

If they know they can ring up Charlotte Church's mobile phone, listen to 

all her messages. " 

j. On 16 May 2007 one David Brown, a Peo/?/*? journalist from 1995 until he 

was sacked in 2006, signed a witness statement in proceedings against the 

Defendant for unfair dismissal. In that witness statement he said (the 

Claimant contends truthfully): 

"2/. Reporters on all of the Trinity Mirror titles used illegal information 

supplied to them by private eyes to get personal data on celebrities and 

story subjects such as ex-directory phone numbers, mobile phone 

numbers and phone records. 

22. I was sent to Sweden to doorstep and confront a British man living in 

Stockholm after being told he had been in mobile phone contact with the 

TV presenter Ulrika Jonsson on the basis of information being gleaned 

from her mobile phone. 

23. This was done by "screwing" or tapping Ms Jonsson's phone's 

message bank. The People thought this indicated the man was her new 

lover. In fact he turned out to be an advertising agency director who had 

never met her before. It later emerged that another man who was 

connected to the agency was the object of her desire. The trip for both 
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myself and a photographer cost at least £3,000, including hotel 

accommodation, flights and other expenses. 

24. Other celebrities who were regularly targeted included the 

Beckhams, TV actress Jessie Wallace, former boxer Frank Bruno, Noel 

Edmonde, Coronation Street star Tina O'Brien and Big Brother 

contestant Jade Goody... 

29. The People regularly used Information from 'screwed' mobile 

phones, where private citizens' mobile phone numbers were hacked into 

for personal information. One example of this came on July 10, 2005. 

when an article was published in the People under the headline 

"Beckham's Hate Calls to Nanny". This story was gleaned by 

"screwing", i.e. hacking, into the phone message bank of the nanny, who 

was called Abbie Gibson. David Beckham had left a message 

commenting about Gibson's decision to sell her story. It took the 

company less than a month to pay David Beckham substantial damages 

because it knew it could not produce the evidence of tapping mobile 

phones in any litigation... 

31. On 8 August 2006, head of resources Jill Harrison contacted 

executives on Trinity Mirror's national titles to tell them that if they were 

asked by other newspapers or trade publications whether they had used 

information from "screwed" mobile phones, they should deny it. 

32. This edict came after the News of the World royal editor Clive 

Goodman had been arrested for phone-screwing. Goodman was 

subsequently jailed for four months for plotting to hack into the phone 

messages of royal aides. Harrison's advice indicates that a major media 

pic was not only allowing its staff to carry out illegal activity by at best 

turning a blind eye to it, but also taking part in an organised cover-up of 

that activity. " 

The unfair dismissal proceedings against Mr. Brown were settled shortly 

after an in house lawyer had written across the front page of a copy of the 

"He's got us over a barrel—settle. " 

- 6 -
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k. In an interview published on 22 July 20112 in the newspaper The Australian, 

James Hipwell, (one of the Mirror journalists jailed over the City Slickers 

scandal), said (the Claimant contends truthfully): 

"I used to see it [phone hacking] going on around me all the time when I 

worked at the Daily Mirror. 

I sat right next to the show business desk and there were some show biz 

reporters who did it as a matter of course, as a basic part of their 

working day. 

One of their bosses would wander up and instruct a reporter to 'trawl 

the usual suspects', which meant going through the voice messages of 

celebrities and celebrity PR agents. 

For everyone to pretend that this is some isolated activity found only at 

the News of the World is ridiculous, it's Just a lie. " 

1. Further, Mr Hipwell (who was a journalist at the Daily Mirror from 1998 to 

2000) stated in a witness statement dated 31 October 2011 provided to the 

Leveson Inquiry (the Claimant contents truthfully): 

"... Another example of the lack of corporate governance at the Mirror 

was the unfettered activities of its Showbusiness team. I sat next to the 

Mirror's Showbusiness journalists on the 22nd floor of Canary Wharf 

Tower and so was able to see at close hand how they operated. I 

witnessed journalists carrying out repeated privacy infringements, using 

what has now become a well-known technique to hack in to the 

voicemail systems of celebrities, their friends, publicists, and public 

relations executives. The openness and frequency of their hacking 

activities gave me the impression that hacking was considered a bog-

standard journalistic tool for gathering information. For example, I 

would on occasion hear two or more members of the Showbusiness team 

discussing what they had heard on voicemails openly across their desks. 

One of the reporters showed me the technique, giving me a 

demonstration of how to hack in to voicemails. The practice seemed to 

be common on other newspapers as well - journalists at the Mirror 

2 http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/more-news/james-murdoch-has-been-accused-
of-misleading-british-parliament-over-the-extent-of-the-tabloid-hacking-scandal/story-
f n7x8me2-l 226100025277 
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appeared to know that their counterparts from the Sun were also 

listening to voice mail messages, because on one occasion, I heard 

members of the Mirror team joking about having deleted a message from 

a celebrity's voice mail in order to ensure that no journalists from the Sun 

would get the same scoop by hacking in and hearing it themselves. 

During my disciplinary proceedings with Trinity Mirror, one of the 

Showbusiness journalists who felt I was being treated unfairly by 

management, offered to hack into Mr Morgan's voice mail on my behalf 

to try to find out any information that would help my case against Trinity 

Mirror. It seemed to me that phone hacking was widespread on the 

showbusiness desk at the Mirror. ..." 

m. Richard Wallace joined the Daily Mirror as a show-business reporter in 

1990, became the showbusiness editor in 1999 until October 2000 when he 

was promoted to Head of News, was the Deputy Editor of the Daily Mirror 

from 2003 to 2004, and was the Editor of the Daily Mirror from 2004 to 

2012. In Mr Wallace's evidence to the Leveson Enquiry on 16 January 2012, 

he was asked about the assertions referred to above in Mr Hipwell's witness 

statement. When Mr Wallace was asked whether phone hacking was going 

on amongst the showbusiness team he responded 'Wo, not to my knowledge", 

but when asked "Can I take it therefore that this was going on but being 

hidden from you? " he replied: "Might well have been." 

n. Some stories published by the Defendant's newspapers were of such a nature 

that it is virtually inconceivable that they were not obtained by a process of 

phone hacking. Two examples are set out in the Second Schedule to these 

Particulars of Claim. 

o. The Metropolitan Police Service has obtained evidence that a senior Mirror 

Group journalist regularly paid a private-investigations firm up to £125 a 

time for mobile-phone numbers and private-access codes at least two years 

before phone hacking is known to have become a routine practice at the 

News of the World. Pending disclosure and further information, the Claimant 

relies upon a story entitled "Was the Mirror Group hacking phones before 

News of the World?" published in the Independent newspaper on 24 October 

2012 under the by-lines of James Cusick, Cahal Milmo and Martin 

Hickman. 

_ g 
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p. An anonymous former Trinity Mirror journalist corroborated the allegations 

made by James Hipwell to the Leveson Inquiry (referred to in subparagraph 1 

above), in the course of disclosures made to James Cusick and/or Cahal 

Milmo and/or Martin Hickman, journalists on the Independent newspaper. 

Pending disclosure and further information, the Claimant relies upon the 

story published in the Independent on 24 October 2012 referred to above. 

The said former Trinity Mirror journalist is further said in the article to have 

alleged that it was common knowledge that its journalists were carrying out 

voicemail interception, and that it took place from the 1990s well into the 

2000s. 

q. In a report prepared for investors in the Defendant's parent company, which 

included evidence from former senior Mirror reporters, it was asserted that 

information about the Ulrika Jonsson and Sven-Goran Eriksson affair was 

obtained by voicemail interception. Pending disclosure of the report and 

further information, the Claimant relies upon a story entitled "Mirror hacking 

probe names six reporters'''' published in the Independent on Sunday on 28 

October 2012. 

r. The Defendant's journalists frequently purchased confidential personal 

information from private investigators that has been unlawfully and/or 

illegally obtained. The Claimant relies inter alia upon the findings of the 

Information Commissioner pursuant to Operation Motorman, as set out in the 

report entitled "What price privacy? The unlawful trade in confidential 

personal information" published in May 2006, and the follow-up report 

entitled "What price privacy now? The first six months progress in halting 

the unlawful trade in confidential personal information'' published in 

December 2006. The Claimant will rely upon the whole of the reports, 

including the findings that: 

i. Newspapers, and in particular tabloid newspapers, have a voracious 

demand for personal information, and that substantial payments are 

made for illegally obtained confidential personal information. 

ii. One private investigator, Mr Steve Whittamore, had supplied personal 

information to 305 named journalists. 120 of those 305 journalists were 

the Defendant's journalists (in contrast to which just 27 journalists were 

from the News of the World and the Sun), comprising 50 from the 

Sunday People, 45 from the Daily Mirror and 25 from the Sunday 

Mirror. Those 120 Defendant's journalists engaged in 1,626 positively 
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identified transactions concerning the acquisition of confidential 

personal information from that single private investigator (as compared 

to 252 for the News of the World and the Sun), comprising 802 

transactions for the Sunday People, 681 transactions for the Daily 

Mirror, and 143 transactions for the Sunday Mirror. Pending disclosure 

from the Defendant and/or the Information Commissioner, the Claimant 

is unable to give further particulars. The Claimant will aver that the 

aforesaid personal information was obtained illegally and/or unlawfully. 

6. The best particulars that the Claimant is presently able to give of its allegation 

that the Defendant made use of phone hacking techniques and call data blagging 

to obtain or to verify the accuracy of the stories about the Claimant referred to in 

§3 above are contained in that part of the First Schedule which relates to the 

Claimant's story, together with the fact that the Defendant habitually used phone 

hacking techniques and call data blagging, as pleaded in §5 above. 

The Claimant has, and at all material times had, a reasonable expectation of 

privacy in respect of: (1) the fact that a particular person had left a voicemail 

message for them, or that they had left a voicemail message for a particular 

person; (2) the date and time of such message; (3) the telephone number of the 

person leaving the message (which forms part of the voicemail envelope); (4) the 

content of the voicemail message (collectively referred to hereafter as "the 

Voicemail Information"). 

Further or alternatively the Defendant knew or ought to have known that the 

Voicemail Information was confidential to the Claimant, and that the Defendant 

was not permitted to obtain the Voicemail Information. 

9. The Defendant owed the Claimant an equitable duty of confidence in respect of 

the Voicemail Information. 

10. The Defendant owed the Claimant a duty of privacy in respect of the Voicemail 

Information, and or a duty not to misuse the private Voicemail Information. For 

the avoidance of doubt it is averred that merely obtaining or receiving such 

information (knowing it to be Voicemail Information, or in circumstances such 

that the Defendant ought to know that it was Voicemail Information) would 

amount to a misuse. 

11. The story about the Claimant referred to in §3 above was not in the public 

domain prior to its publication in the Defendant's newspapers, and in any event 

the use of phone hacking techniques directed to the Claimant's phone or to 
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messages the Claimant had left on others' phones to uncover any information 

relating to the Claimant constituted a breach of the Claimant's privacy. 

12. By reason of the foregoing, the Defendant has breached the equitable duty of 

confidence owed to the Claimant, and or has misused the Claimant's private 

information. 

13. In the premises the Claimant is entitled to relief from this Honourable Court as 

set out below. 

14. By reason of the foregoing the Claimant has suffered loss and damage, including 

in particular distress and injury to feelings. The Claimant will seek damages that 

reflect the extent of the wrongful activities complained of herein, and will seek 

disclosure and the provision of information in respect of the same. In particular, 

the Claimant will seek information as to: 

a. The full extent of the interception; 

b. The identity of all the individuals who obtained or received the information; 

All the information that was obtained; c. 

d. The extent to which the information was circulated within the Defendant; 

and 

e. All uses and disclosures made of the information by the Defendant 

(including but not limited to its servants and agents). 

15. The Claimant is entitled to damages and aggravated damages, alternatively to 

equitable compensation. 

16. Further the Claimant is entitled to Interest pursuant to section 35A of the Senior 

Courts Act 1981 at such rate and for such period as the Court thinks fit or 

pursuant to the equitable jurisdiction of the Court. 

17. The Defendant has not acknowledged, whether during the Leveson Inquiry or in 

response to the letter before claim, that its journalists intercepted the Claimant's 

voicemail messages and misused that information. The Claimant is concerned 

that the Defendant will retain the wrongly obtained information and/or misuse the 

same. In the premises the Claimant is entitled to delivery-up of the wrongfully 

obtained information and injunctive relief. 

- 1 1 -
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AND THE CLAIMANT CLAIMS: 

(1) An injunction restraining the Defendant from: 

Intercepting voicemail messages left for or by the Claimant; and/or 

b. Using or disclosing any information obtained from the interception of 

voicemail messages left for or by the Claimant. 

(2) An order that the Defendant, by a proper officer, disclose on Affidavit the 

following information: 

The full extent of the voicemail interception directed at the Claimant 
and/or his associates and persons connected with him; 

3. 

The identity of all the individuals who obtained or received the 

intercepted voicemail information from or concerning the Claimant; 

All the intercepted information that was obtained; 

d. The extent to which the information was circulated within the 
Defendant; and 

All uses and disclosures made of the information by the Defendant 

(including but not limited to its servants and agents). 

e. 

(3) An order that the Defendant deliver up to the Claimant all documents and 

material that contains or embodies information that was obtained directly or 

indirectly from the interception of voicemail messages left for or by the 
Claimant. 

(4) Damages and aggravated damages, or equitable compensation, for breach of 

confidence and/or misuse of private information. 

(5) Interest pursuant to section 35A of the Senior Courts Act 1981 at such rate and 

for such period as the Court thinks fit or pursuant to the equitable jurisdiction 

of the Court. 

(6) Costs. 

(7) Further or other relief. 

ALASTAIR WILSON QC 

JEREMY REED 

- 1 2 -
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Statement of Truth 

The Claimant believes tj facts set out in these Particulars of Claim are true. 

Signed: 

Date: Lj.(|2.|l2^ *0 

Name: fuiTC-tZOF'T' 

Served this 5 day of December 2012 by Taylor Hampton Solicitors Limited, 218 
Strand, London WC2R 1AT, Solicitors for the Claimant. 

Amended  Pa r t i cu l a r s  o f  C l a im  unde r  CPR 17 .1 (2 ) ( a )  d a t e d  12  Feb rua ry  2013 .  
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FIRST SCHEDULE 

A. Sven-Goran Eriksson 

1. Sven-Goran Eriksson in 2002 was the Manager of the England football team, and 

was very newsworthy at that time. He had a girlfriend called Nancy Dell'Olio. 

2. Ulrika Jonsson in 2002 was also very newsworthy at that time as a television 

presenter. 

3. The Defendant discovered that Mr. Eriksson had left messages on Miss Jonsson's 

phone, and realised that the two of them had had a sexual liaison. It published a 

story to that effect in the Daily Mirror on 19 April 2002. 

4. Piers Morgan, who was the editor of the Mirror at the relevant time, effectively 

admitted that the story had been uncovered by phone hacking in the Daily Mail's 

serialisation of his book "God Bless America". This serialisation contained the 

following entry for 18 April 2009_3 (which the Claimant contends is truthful): 

Nancy... left a voicemail message for me. 'Piers, darling, I am in Rome and 

thinking of you. I hope you have recovered from our night together. Let's get 

together again soon.' 

Given that it was the Daily Mirror, under my editorship, which exposed 

Sven's fling with Ulrika Jonsson after learning of a similar message left by 

the then England manager on her phone, I can only hope and pray that the 

gutter press (ha ha) aren't hacking into my mobile now. 

5. Further, at the 20 September 2002 luncheon party referred to in §§-rf_5Ji of the 

Particulars of Claim, Piers Morgan also teased Miss Jonsson about the details of 

private conversations she had had with Mr. Eriksson, of which, the Claimant 

contends, he could only have known by hacking phone messages to or from Mr. 

Eriksson. 

B. Garrv Flitcroft 

6. Around April 2001, journalists on the Defendant's People newspaper became 

aware of a story involving a sexual liaison between Garry Flitcroft, a married 

man and Captain of Blackburn Rovers football team, and one Helen Hammonds. 

Around the time that it became aware of that story, it made contact with one 

Pamela James, a lap dancer practising in Manchester, who had also had an affair 

with Garry Flitcroft, and who was persuaded to tell her story in salacious detail to 

the People. At the time the Defendant contended that it had encountered Miss 
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James through normal investigative journalism conducted by one Miss Cock, the 

People's lap-dancing correspondent. It is to be inferred from the following facts 

and matters, however, that in fact it encountered Miss James through a process 

involving phone hacking: 

a. Miss James and Mr. Flitcroft had had many communications by telephone 

and text message, and had left messages on each other's phones. 

b. Phone hacking would have been a normal technique at the time for verifying 

the story involving Mr. Flitcroft and Miss Hammonds, and would have 

thrown up Miss James' phone number and possibly some of her messages as 

well. 

Miss Cock did not at the time give any explanation of how she had been able 

to find Miss James. 

d. It is too much of a co-incidence to suppose that Miss Cock would have 

tracked down Miss James without the aid of data obtained by phone hacking. 

C. Shobna Gulati 

Shobna Gulati, an actress, had become a celebrity in the early part of the 

millennium for her role as Sunita Alahan in Coronation Street (2001-2006) and 

for numerous other appearances on TV shows, including, in 2006, taking part in 

the Reality TV show "Soapstar Superstar". At that time, she made a great deal of 

use of the Answerphone facility on her mobile phones. The nature of her job as an 

actress meant that she was frequently unable to answer her phone. 

8. She was regarded as very newsworthy by the Defendant's newspapers. From at 

least 2003, she was the subject of personally intrusive articles in the Defendant's 

newspapers including the following, which the Claimant contends were obtained 

by hacking her, or her contacts', mobile phones: 

a. Shortly before 25 May 2003, Miss Gulati was interviewed by "My Favourite 

Hymns!" television program which subsequently issued a press release 

describing her attitude to racism and what she had been able to do about it. 

Various newspapers, including the Sunday Mirror, made use of the 

information in the press release and turned it into a story. The Sunday 

Mirror, however, went further, and their story, by Dan Evans, described a 

recent instance of racism directed at Miss Gulati: she had been waiting in her 

car at traffic lights in Oldham, when two young men shouted "You Paki 

Bitch". She had reported this incident to the local police, and left messages 
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about it on friend's telephones, but had not mentioned it in the press release. 

The Claimant contends that the Sunday Mirror had found out about the story 

by hacking her, or her contacts', mobile phones. 

b. "Revealed: Shobna's non-existent lover" by Emma Cox in the Sunday Mirror 

of 29 June 2003. This included two photographs taken by the Defendant's 

photographer (or a photographer commissioned by the Defendant) of Miss 

Gulati greeting her then boyfriend, Andrew French, off a train at Manchester 

Station, captioned "Shohna meets Andrew on Thursday" and "It must be love 

as the couple hug". There was no way other than phone hacking that the 

Defendant could have got hold of the time and place of Mr. French's arrival 

so as to organise the presence of the photographer. Neither Miss Gulati nor 

Mr. French had tipped off the newspapers about Mr. French's visit. At the 

time, however. Miss Gulati wrongly blamed Mr. French for tipping the press 

off, in order to gain publicity for himself, and their relationship foundered on 

the issue. 

c. "She was Just 24 when she wed in a Hindu temple ... it's part of her life she 

wants to forget about; TV CORRIE BRIDE SHOBNA'S SECRET 

MARRIAGE" by James Saville in the Sunday Mirror of 23 November 2003. 

This article revealed private matters which Miss Gulati did not want 

publicised, namely that she had been married for a year, well before she had 

become famous, and that her son Akshay was not the son of her husband, to 

whom she had still been married at the time of his conception. She had never 

given publicity to either of these facts, and they were known to only a small 

number of people, none of whom would have told the press about it. One 

Chris "Jam" Nelson, however, a well-known Manchester DJ and a former 

lover of Miss Gulati, had been aware of these facts, and had been given to 

leaving rambling messages on her answerphone, for some time after the end 

of their relationship, in which these facts would have been mentioned. The 

Claimant infers that the Defendant's journalists discovered the facts by a 

process of phone hacking directed at messages left on her answerphone 

facility by Mr. Nelson (or possibly by some other person who was privy to 

the information). The Claimant further relies in support of this inference on 

the facts and matters referred to in §9.b below. 

d. "Shob's Love (Let's hope he lasts longer than the rest)" by Martin Coutts in 

the Sunday Mirror of 14 March 2004. This article contained a number of 

trivial revelations about the course of a relationship between Miss Gulati and 
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Mr. Nelson, including the facts that Mr. Nelson had been using Miss Gulati's 

car, had driven to the Coronation Street set and met her for breakfast. Miss 

Gulati believes that the information which enabled the Defendant to obtain 

this story was gained by phone hacking. 

e. "Radar: JUNGLE'S UP MY STREET' by Suzanne Kerins in the Sunday 

Mirror of 25 September 2005. This article was in part based on a story which 

had appeared the previous day in the Daily Star (published by Express 

Newspapers) about the end of Miss Gulati's role in Coronation Street, and 

the end of a relationship, but it contained two significant details which had 

not been in the Daily Star article, namely that Miss Gulati had won a place in 

the Reality TV show "I'm a Celebrity, Get me out of Here" which would be 

filmed in Australia, and that she would therefore be heading "straight from 

the cobbled streets to the jungle". There was no factual basis for either of 

these details, but the Claimant believes they were deduced from messages 

she had left on colleagues' and friends' telephones commenting ruefully on 

the forthcoming end of her role in Coronation Street, and the actual end of 

her current relationship. In the course of some of such messages she made 

some sort of comment about being in a jungle, and believes that this was the 

basis for the details referred to above. 

9. Apart from the reasons given above in relation to the individual stories. Miss 

Gulati also relies on the following facts and matters which are further evidence 

that her phone was being hacked: 

a. In September 2005 Miss Gulati was in the course of developing a 

relationship with one Dean Blake. A photographer and journalist employed 

or commissioned by the Defendant arrived at Mr. Blake's home for the 

purposes of interviewing him about the relationship, and photographing him. 

In the event no story was published, but Mr. Blake wrongly blamed Miss 

Gulati for tipping of the Press in order to gain publicity for herself, and their 

relationship suffered as a result. Neither Mr. Blake nor Miss Gulati had in 

fact tipped off the Press, and it is to be inferred that the Defendant had found 

out about it by means of phone hacking techniques. 

b. In autumn 2003, Miss Gulati was contacted on the telephone by a detective 

from a Police Force whose identity she no longer recalls, and told (the 

Claimant contends truthfully) that her phone number appeared on a list in an 

un-named journalist's notebook, along with that of one Paul Marsden. The 
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detective wanted to know if there was any connection between her and Mr. 

Marsden. Mr. Marsden is an ex-MP about whom a personally intrusive story 

appeared in the Sunday Mirror on 23 November 2003 by James Saville 

entitled 11 I've cheated on my wife... I'm sorry; Labour turncoat admits his 

romps with two women". (Mr. Marsden has publicly announced the 

possibility of suing the Defendant for hacking his phone.) The Claimant 

infers that the un-named journalist referred to by the Police was James 

Saville, and that the reason both Miss Gulati's and Mr. Marsden's phone 

numbers appeared in his notebook was that he used them for phone hacking 

purposes in order to obtain or verify his two stories appearing on 23 

November 2003. 

c. In 2005, Miss Gulati was invited, together with Kate Ford, to take a 

luxurious holiday on a Caribbean Island at the expense of the Daily Mail, 

with a view to appearing in a feature in the Daily Mail travel diary. Miss 

Gulati and Miss Ford exchanged telephone messages about the arrangements 

for the trip before they went. Shortly after arriving at the island, they 

discovered that two photographers had been sent by the People to 

photograph them for the purposes of a story in the People. The story 

appeared in the People on 28 August 2005 under the title "Corrie's birds of 

paradise; Tracy and Sunita make waves on a champagne Caribbean cruise 

VIRGIN ISLE FUN". Neither Miss Gulati nor Miss Ford nor the Daily Mail 

had any reason to inform the People in advance about their trip to the 

Caribbean, and it is to be inferred that the People found out about it by 

hacking phone messages either to or from Miss Gulati. 

D. Abbie Gibson 

10. Abbie Gibson had been in 2005 a nanny to the children of David and Victoria 

Beckham. On 10 July 2005 the People published an article entitled ''Beckham's 

Hate Calls to Nanny". The story appeared shortly after an injunction had been 

granted against her in favour of the Beckhams, on the basis of alleged disclosure 

of private information about the Beckhams. A Peop/e journalist called Lee Harpin 

telephoned Miss Gibson and told her that he knew that the Beckhams had been 

leaving messages on Miss Gibson's mobile phone. Miss Gibson did not respond 

substantively because she was concerned about the possibility of breaching the 

injunction against her if she said anything of substance. She did not tell Mr. 

Harpin that the Beckhams' messages had been threatening or abusive. In due 

course the relevant story appeared in the People. According to the witness 
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statement of David Brown referred to above, Miss Gibson was one of the people 

whose phones he knew had been hacked. The Claimant asserts, therefore, that the 

reason why Mr. Harpin knew that the Beekhams had been leaving messages on 

Miss Gibson's phone was that he (or someone else acting on behalf of the People) 

had been hacking into her phone messages and listening to them. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE 

A. The Heather McCartney incident 

1. In February 200 i, after a row between Heather McCartney and her then husband 

Paul McCartney, Mr. McCartney tried to telephone her and left a message on her 

answerphone facility, which included him singing. Shortly afterwards she was 

contacted by one of the Defendant's journalists, who indicated that he had 

listened to the message. Mrs. McCartney told him that he had obviously hacked 

into her phone messages and that if the story was published she would go to the 

police. The journalist admitted that he heard it on her messages, and said that he 

would not run the story (which turned out in fact to be the case: the story was not 

published at the time). 

2. In an article"5 in the Daily Mail on 19 October 2006 by Piers Morgan, who had 

been the Editor of the Daily Mirror in 2001, he said; 

At one stage 1 was played a tape of a message Paul had left for Heather on 

her mobile phone. It was heartbreaking. 

The couple had clearly had a tiff, Heather had fled to India, and Paul was 

pleading with her to come back. 

He sounded lonely, miserable and desperate, and even sang 'We Can Work It 

Out ' into the answerphone. 

3. Mrs. McCartney did not give the answerphone message to the Defendant, and it 

is to be inferred that the Defendant obtained it by means of phone hacking. 

B. The Rio Ferdinand incident 

4. On 19 October 2003 the Sunday Mirror published a story by James Saville 

entitled: "Football in Crisis: Rio phone sensation: WHY TEXT HIS DOC? 

which included the following passage: 

THE mystery over the Rio Ferdinand missed drugs test takes a dramatic new 

twist today as we reveal that the first contact he made after leaving the 

ground was a text message to a private doctor. The Man Utd footballer sent 

the message within minutes of leaving the club's training ground and just an 

3 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-411323/Im-sorry-Macca-introducing-
monster.html 
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hour after being ordered to attend the random check. The Sunday Mirror can 

reveal that the 24-year-old had his mobile phone on at all times - contrary to 

reports that his phone was still off after finishing training. And although a 

desperate phone call and a series of text messages had been left on his phone 

by club doctor Mike Stone, it took Ferdinand nearly half an hour to call 

back. 

5. It is to be inferred that the Sunday Mirror obtained this information by phone-

hacking since Mr. Ferdinand clearly would not have released the same to the 

Press. 
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Claim No. HC12A04144 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
BETWEEN 

ABBIE GIBSON 
Claimant 

and 

MIRROR GROUP NEWSPAPERS LIMITED 
Defendant 

PARTICULARS OF CLAIM 

1. The Claimant is Abbie Gibson. 

2. The Defendant ("MG1V") is the publisher of various national newspapers in the 

UK, including the Daily Mirror, the People and the Sunday Mirror. 

3. On 10 July 2005 the Claimant was the subject of a story in the Defendant's 

newspaper which is described in section D of the First Schedule hereto. 

4. It is the Claimant's case that journalists employed to work on the Defendant's 

newspapers: 

a. Habitually used phone hacking techniques and call data blagging to obtain or 

to verify the accuracy of stories for publication in the Defendant's 

newspapers, and 

b. Made use of such techniques in the course of obtaining or verifying the 

accuracy of the story referred to in §3 above. 

5. Pending disclosure and the provision of Further Information, the Claimant will 

rely upon the following facts and matters in support of the general allegation that 

the Defendant habitually used phone hacking techniques and call data blagging to 

obtain or to verify the accuracy of stories for publication in the Defendant's 

newspapers: 

a. Journalists had been unlawfully making use of the opportunities created by 

mobile phone technology to obtain or verify stories at least as long ago as 

1989 when the "Camillagate" tapes were made, recording a conversation 

between the Prince of Wales and the then Mrs. Parker Bowles. The advent of 
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digital mobile phones was thought to have made such direct tapping of phone 

conversations more difficult (though this turned out to be possible by the use 

of devices such as IMSI-catchers), but the system adopted nevertheless 

contained loopholes which enabled journalists, or private investigators 

engaged by newspapers, to listen to the contents of voicemail messages left 

on mobile phones, and to capture the telephone numbers of those leaving 

messages. Such practices are hereinafter compendiously referred to as 

"phone hacking" or "phone hacking techniques". 

b. Journalists, or private investigators engaged by newspapers, were able to 

obtain information (by deception) as to the phone numbers dialled by a 

mobile phone, the phone numbers calling a mobile phone, together with the 

time, date and duration of each such call. The same information could be 

obtained in respect of SMS messages (more usually called text messages) 

that were sent or received. Such practices are hereinafter compendiously 

referred to as "call data blagging". 

c. The Defendant employed various journalists, as set out in the table below, 

who were at other times working for the News of the World and/or the Sun 

newspapers and some of whom are alleged to have been involved in the use 

of phone hacking techniques and/or call data blagging while working there. It 

is to be inferred that they brought with them a familiarity with such 

techniques when they came to work for the Defendant. It is further to be 

inferred from all the facts and matters set out below that they made use of 

such techniques for the benefit of the Defendant's newspapers, or encouraged 

or caused others to do so, when they worked for the Defendant. 

Name Dates of employment by the 

News of the World and/or the 

Sun 

Dates of employment by 

MGN 

Neil Wallis The Sun (dep. Ed.) 1993-1998 

NoW (dep. Ed.) 2003-2009 

People (Ed.) 1998-2003 
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Name Dates of employment by the 

News of the World and/or the 

Sun 

Dates of employment by 

MGN 

Ian Edmondson NoW {year not presently 

known}-2000, and 2004-2011 

People 2000-2004 

Piers Morgan The Sun 1989-1994 

NoW (Ed.) 1994-1995 

Daily Mirror (Ed.) 1995-20041  

Dan Evans NoW 2005-2010 People (year not presently 

known}-2005 

James Weatherup NoW 1987-1999 

NoW 2004-2011 

People 1999-2001 

Sunday Mirror 2001-2004 

d. In 1998 the Defendant was paying a private detective agency called 

"Southern Investigations" for various information about potential subjects of 

stories. In the course of the various enquiries into the murder of one of the 

partners in the Agency, Daniel Morgan, the Metropolitan Police compiled a 

dossier of work done by the Agency for various newspapers, including the 

Defendant's newspapers. Some of such work included finding out potential 

subjects' mobile phone numbers. For example, on 26 August 1998, the 

Agency performed (or submitted an invoice for) an item of work for Mark 

Thomas (at that time the Features Editor of the Daily Mirror) which was 

described in a Metropolitan Police spread-sheet as "Details and pin number 

**** ****987". It is to be inferred that Southern Investigations had procured 

for Mr. Thomas the details and PIN of a mobile phone whose number ended 

in 987. Further, the said spread-sheet contains numerous entries for "Itemised 

billing" or "Telephone number and billing" which, it is to be inferred, relate 

to wrongful phone blagging. 

e. The First Schedule hereto is a list of stories, including that complained of in 

this Action, which the Claimant asserts were obtained by the Defendant's 

phone hacking techniques and/or call data blagging, for the particular reasons 

stated in relation to each such story. The Claimant relies on all the allegations 

1  Dismissed on 14th May 2004 
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made in the First Schedule hereto in support of the general allegation that 

journalists employed to work on the Defendant's newspapers habitually used 

phone hacking techniques and call data blagging to obtain or to verify the 

accuracy of stories for publication in the Defendant's newspapers. 

f. On or about 28 August 1999 Steven Nott informed Oonagh Blackman, a 

journalist (special projects editor) at the Daily Mirror, that the Vodafone 

voicemail platform was not secure, and that voicemails could be accessed by 

ringing the mobile phone, waiting until it diverted to voicemail, and then 

entering the default PIN. Mr Nott intended that the story be published. Ms 

Blackman informed Mr Nott that it would be a front page story. Mr Nott 

repeatedly contacted Ms Blackman over the course of about a fortnight in 

relation to the publication of the story, but eventually Ms Blackman told him 

that the Daily Mirror was no longer interested in publishing the story. Mr 

Nott accused the Daily Mirror of keeping the voicemail interception 

methodology to use for their own purposes. The journalist threatened Mr 

Nott with court action if he told anybody that he had explained to her how to 

intercept mobile phone voicemail messages. The Defendant paid Mr Nott the 

sum of £100 for his information by invoice dated 20 September 1999 (Order 

Number AAN1120446) with the description "MOBILE PHONE 

SCANDAL", but the Defendant did not publish the story. 

g. At a dinner attended by numerous journalists on 31 April 2002 (the 

"SHAFTA Awards" dinner), which was co-presented by Dominic Mohan 

(then showbusiness editor of the Sun) and Piers Morgan (then editor of the 

Daily Mirror), Mr Mohan commented that it was "Vodafone 's lack of 

security" which had led to the Mirror's showbusiness exclusives. According 

to a report in the Guardian newspaper, this prompted the biggest laugh of the 

evening. It is to be inferred that many or most of those present were aware of 

the fact that the Defendant was using phone hacking techniques in the course 

of researching stories about showbusiness personalities. 

h. On 20 September 2002, at a luncheon party hosted by the Defendant's parent 

company and its Chairman, Sir Victor Blank, and attended by Jeremy 

Paxman and Ulrika Jonsson (amongst others), Piers Morgan described how 

voicemail interception was done, and told Mr. Paxman that he would be a 

fool not to change the PIN number on his mobile phone message facility. Mr 

Morgan stated to Ms Jonsson that he knew what had happened in 

conversations between her and Sven Goran Eriksson. Mr Eriksson had not 
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provided any such information to Mr Morgan, and it is self-evident that Ms 

Jonsson had not provided any such information to Mr Morgan otherwise he 

would not have teased Ms Jonsson about the same. It is to be inferred that Mr 

Morgan has listened to recordings of voicemail messages that Mr Eriksson 

had left for Ms Jonsson, and vice versa. Pending disclosure, the Claimant 

will rely upon Mr Paxman's affirmed oral evidence to the Leveson Inquiry 

on 23 May 2012. 

i. In 2003, in an interview with Charlotte Church (the well-known singer), 

Piers Morgan stated: 

"There was a spate of stories that came out because of mobile phones. 

When they first came out, mobile phones, journalists found out that if the 

celebrity hadn't changed their pin code ... you can access their 

voicemail just by tapping in a number: 

Now, are you really telling me that journalists aren't going to do that? 

If they know they can ring up Charlotte Church's mobile phone, listen to 

all her messages." 

On 16 May 2007 one David Brown, a People journalist from 1995 until he 

was sacked in 2006, signed a witness statement in proceedings against the 

Defendant for unfair dismissal. In that witness statement he said (the 

Claimant contends truthfully): 

"21. Reporters on all of the Trinity Mirror titles used illegal information 

supplied to them by private eyes to get personal data on celebrities and 

story subjects such as ex-directory phone numbers, mobile phone 

numbers and phone records. 

22. I was sent to Sweden to doorstep and confront a British man living in 

Stockholm after being told he had been in mobile phone contact with the 

TV presenter Ulrika Jonsson on the basis of information being gleaned 

from her mobile phone. 

23. This was done by "screwing" or tapping Ms Jonsson's phone's 

message bank. The People thought this indicated the man was her new 

lover. In fact he turned out to be an advertising agency director who had 

never met her before. It later emerged that another man who was 

connected to the agency was the object of her desire. The trip for both 
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myself and a photographer cost at least £3, 000, including hotel 

accommodation, flights and other expenses. 

24. Other celebrities who were regularly targeted included the 

Beckhams, TV actress Jessie Wallace, former boxer Frank Bruno, Noel 

Edmonde, Coronation Street star Tina O'Brien and Big Brother 

contestant Jade Goody... 

29. The People regularly used Information from 'screwed' mobile 

phones, where private citizens' mobile phone numbers were hacked into 

for personal information. One example of this came on July 10, 2005. 

when an article was published in the People under the headline 

"Beckham's Hate Calls to Nanny". This story was gleaned by 

"screwing", i.e. hacking, into the phone message bank of the nanny, who 

was called Abbie Gibson. David Beckham had left a message 

commenting about Gibson's decision to sell her story. It took the 

company less than a month to pay David Beckham substantial damages 

because it knew it could not produce the evidence of tapping mobile 

phones in any litigation... 

31. On 8 August 2006, head of resources Jill Harrison contacted 

executives on Trinity Mirror's national titles to tell them that if they were 

asked by other newspapers or trade publications whether they had used 

information from "screwed" mobile phones, they should deny it. 

32. This edict came after the News of the World royal editor Clive 

Goodman had been arrested for phone-screwing. Goodman was 

subsequently jailed for four months for plotting to hack into the phone 

messages of royal aides. Harrison's advice indicates that a major media 

plc was not only allowing its staff to carry out illegal activity by at best 

turning a blind eye to it, but also taking part in an organised cover-up of 

that activity" 

The unfair dismissal proceedings against Mr. Brown were settled  shortly  

"He's got us over a barrel settle." 
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k. In an interview published on 22 July 20112  in the newspaper The Australian, 

James Hipwell, (one of the Mirror journalists jailed over the City Slickers 

scandal), said (the Claimant contends truthfully): 

"I used to see it [phone hacking] going on around me all the time when I 

worked at the Daily Mirror. 

I sat right next to the show business desk and there were some show biz 

reporters who did it as a matter of course, as a basic part of their 

working day. 

One of their bosses would wander up and instruct a reporter to 'trawl 

the usual suspects, which meant going through the voice messages of 

celebrities and celebrity PR agents. 

For everyone to pretend that this is some isolated activity found only at 

the News of the World is ridiculous, it just a lie." 

I. Further, Mr Hipwell (who was a journalist at the Daily Mirror from 1998 to 

2000) stated in a witness statement dated 31 October 2011 provided to the 

Leveson Inquiry (the Claimant contents truthfully): 

"... Another example of the lack of corporate governance at the Mirror 

was the unfettered activities of its Showbusiness team. I sat next to the 

Mirror's Showbusiness journalists on the 22nd  floor of Canary Wharf 

Tower and so was able to see at close hand how they operated I 

witnessed journalists carrying out repeated privacy infringements, using 

what has now become a well-known technique to hack in to the 

voicemail systems of celebrities, their friends, publicists, and public 

relations executives. The openness and frequency of their hacking 

activities gave me the impression that hacking was considered a bog-

standard journalistic tool for gathering information. For example, I 

would on occasion hear two or more members of the Showbusiness team 

discussing what they had heard on voicemails openly across their desks. 

One of the reporters showed me the technique, giving me a 

demonstration of how to hack in to voicemails. The practice seemed to 

be common on other newspapers as well — journalists at the Mirror 

2  http:/ /www.heraldsun.com.au/ news/ more-news/ james-murdoch-has-been-accused-
of-misleading-british-parliament-over-the-extent-of-the-tabloid-hacking-scandal/ story-
fn7x8me2-1226100025277 

- 7 - 

47



appeared to know that their counterparts from the Sun were also 

listening to voicemail messages, because on one occasion, I heard 

members of the Mirror team joking about having deleted a message from 

a celebrity's voicemail in order to ensure that no journalists from the Sun 

would get the same scoop by hacking in and hearing it themselves. 

During my disciplinary proceedings with Trinity Mirror, one of the 

Showbusiness journalists who felt I was being treated unfairly by 

management, offered to hack into Mr Morgan's voicemail on my behalf 

to try to find out any information that would help my case against Trinity 

Mirror It seemed to me that phone hacking was widespread on the 

showbusiness desk at the Mirror ... " 

m. Richard Wallace joined the Daily Mirror as a show-business reporter in 

1990, became the showbusiness editor in 1999 until October 2000 when he 

was promoted to Head of News, was the Deputy Editor of the Daily Mirror 

from 2003 to 2004, and was the Editor of the Daily Mirror from 2004 to 

2012. In Mr Wallace's evidence to the Leveson Enquiry on 16 January 2012, 

he was asked about the assertions referred to above in Mr Hipwell's witness 

statement. When Mr Wallace was asked whether phone hacking was going 

on amongst the showbusiness team he responded "No, not to my knowledge", 

but when asked "Can I take it therefore that this was going on but being 

hidden from you?" he replied: "Might well have been." 

n. Some stories published by the Defendant's newspapers were of such a nature 

that it is virtually inconceivable that they were not obtained by a process of 

phone hacking. Two examples are set out in the Second Schedule to these 

Particulars of Claim. 

o. The Metropolitan Police Service has obtained evidence that a senior Mirror 

Group journalist regularly paid a private-investigations firm up to £125 a 

time for mobile-phone numbers and private-access codes at least two years 

before phone hacking is known to have become a routine practice at the 

News of the World. Pending disclosure and further information, the Claimant 

relies upon a story entitled "Was the Mirror Group hacking phones before 

News of the World?" published in the Independent newspaper on 24 October 

2012 under the by-lines of James Cusick, Cahal Milmo and Martin 

Hickman. 
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P. An anonymous former Trinity Mirror journalist corroborated the allegations 

made by James Hipwell to the Leveson Inquiry (referred to in subparagraph 1 

above), in the course of disclosures made to James Cusick and/or Cahal 

Milmo and/or Martin Hickman, journalists on the Independent newspaper. 

Pending disclosure and further information, the Claimant relies upon the 

story published in the Independent on 24 October 2012 referred to above. 

The said former Trinity Mirror journalist is further said in the article to have 

alleged that it was common knowledge that its journalists were carrying out 

voicemail interception, and that it took place from the 1990s well into the 

2000s. 

q. In a report prepared for investors in the Defendant's parent company, which 

included evidence from former senior Mirror reporters, it was asserted that 

information about the Ulrika Jonsson and Sven-Goran Eriksson affair was 

obtained by voicemail interception. Pending disclosure of the report and 

further information, the Claimant relies upon a story entitled "Mirror hacking 

probe names six reporters" published in the Independent on Sunday on 28 

October 2012. 

r. The Defendant's journalists frequently purchased confidential personal 

information from private investigators that has been unlawfully and/or 

illegally obtained. The Claimant relies inter alia upon the findings of the 

Information Commissioner pursuant to Operation Motorman, as set out in the 

report entitled "What price privacy? The unlawful trade in confidential 

personal information" published in May 2006, and the follow-up report 

entitled "What price privacy now? The first six months progress in halting 

the unlawful trade in confidential personal information" published in 

December 2006. The Claimant will rely upon the whole of the reports, 

including the findings that: 

i. Newspapers, and in particular tabloid newspapers, have a voracious 

demand for personal information, and that substantial payments are 

made for illegally obtained confidential personal information. 

ii. One private investigator, Mr Steve Whittamore, had supplied personal 

information to 305 named journalists. 120 of those 305 journalists were 

the Defendant's journalists (in contrast to which just 27 journalists were 

from the News of the World and the Sun), comprising 50 from the 

Sunday People, 45 from the Daily Mirror and 25 from the Sunday 

Mirror. Those 120 Defendant's journalists engaged in 1,626 positively 

- 9 - 

49



identified transactions concerning the acquisition of confidential 

personal information from that single private investigator (as compared 

to 252 for the News of the World and the Sun), comprising 802 

transactions for the Sunday People, 681 transactions for the Daily 

Mirror, and 143 transactions for the Sunday Mirror. Pending disclosure 

from the Defendant and/or the Information Commissioner, the Claimant 

is unable to give further particulars. The Claimant will aver that the 

aforesaid personal information was obtained illegally and/or unlawfully. 

6. The best particulars that the Claimant is presently able to give of its allegation 

that the Defendant made use of phone hacking techniques and call data blagging 

to obtain or to verify the accuracy of the stories about the Claimant referred to in 

§3 above are contained in that part of the First Schedule which relates to the 

Claimant's story, together with the fact that the Defendant habitually used phone 

hacking techniques and call data blagging, as pleaded in §5 above. 

7. The Claimant has, and at all material times had, a reasonable expectation of 

privacy in respect of: (1) the fact that a particular person had left a voicemail 

message for them, or that they had left a voicemail message for a particular 

person; (2) the date and time of such message; (3) the telephone number of the 

person leaving the message (which forms part of the voicemail envelope); (4) the 

content of the voicemail message (collectively referred to hereafter as "the 

Voicemail Information"). 

8. Further or alternatively the Defendant knew or ought to have known that the 

Voicemail Information was confidential to the Claimant, and that the Defendant 

was not permitted to obtain the Voicemail Information. 

9. The Defendant owed the Claimant an equitable duty of confidence in respect of 

the Voicemail Information. 

10. The Defendant owed the Claimant a duty of privacy in respect of the Voicemail 

Information, and or a duty not to misuse the private Voicemail Information. For 

the avoidance of doubt it is averred that merely obtaining or receiving such 

information (knowing it to be Voicemail Information, or in circumstances such 

that the Defendant ought to know that it was Voicemail Information) would 

amount to a misuse. 

11. The story about the Claimant referred to in §3 above was not in the public 

domain prior to its publication in the Defendant's newspapers, and in any event 

the use of phone hacking techniques directed to the Claimant's phone or to 
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messages the Claimant had left on others' phones to uncover any information 

relating to the Claimant constituted a breach of the Claimant's privacy. 

12. By reason of the foregoing, the Defendant has breached the equitable duty of 

confidence owed to the Claimant, and or has misused the Claimant's private 

information. 

13. In the premises the Claimant is entitled to relief from this Honourable Court as 

set out below. 

14. By reason of the foregoing the Claimant has suffered loss and damage, including 

in particular distress and injury to feelings. The Claimant will seek damages that 

reflect the extent of the wrongful activities complained of herein, and will seek 

disclosure and the provision of information in respect of the same. In particular, 

the Claimant will seek information as to: 

a. The full extent of the interception; 

b. The identity of all the individuals who obtained or received the information; 

c. All the information that was obtained; 

d. The extent to which the information was circulated within the Defendant; 

and 

e. All uses and disclosures made of the information by the Defendant 

(including but not limited to its servants and agents). 

15. The Claimant is entitled to damages and aggravated damages, alternatively to 

equitable compensation. 

16. Further the Claimant is entitled to Interest pursuant to section 35A of the Senior 

Courts Act 1981 at such rate and for such period as the Court thinks fit or 

pursuant to the equitable jurisdiction of the Court. 

17. The Defendant has not acknowledged, whether during the Leveson Inquiry or in 

response to the letter before claim, that its journalists intercepted the Claimant's 

voicemail messages and misused that information. The Claimant is concerned 

that the Defendant will retain the wrongly obtained information and/or misuse the 

same. In the premises the Claimant is entitled to delivery-up of the wrongfully 

obtained information and injunctive relief. 

51



AND THE CLAIMANT CLAIMS: 

(1 ) 
	

An injunction restraining the Defendant from: 

a. Intercepting voicemail messages left for or by the Claimant; and/or 

b. Using or disclosing any information obtained from the interception of 

voicemail messages left for or by the Claimant. 

(2) 	An order that the Defendant, by a proper officer, disclose on Affidavit the 

following information: 

a. The full extent of the voicemail interception directed at the Claimant 

and/or her associates and persons connected with her; 

b. The identity of all the individuals who obtained or received the 
intercepted voicemail information from or concerning the Claimant; 

c. All the intercepted information that was obtained; 

d. The extent to which the information was circulated within the 

Defendant; and 

e. All uses and disclosures made of the information by the Defendant 

(including but not limited to its servants and agents). 

(3) 
	

An order that the Defendant deliver up to the Claimant all documents and 

material that contains or embodies information that was obtained directly or 

indirectly from the interception of voicemail messages left for or by the 

Claimant. 

(4) 	Damages and aggravated damages, or equitable compensation, for breach of 

confidence and/or misuse of private information. 

(5) 	Interest pursuant to section 35A of the Senior Courts Act 1981 at such rate and 

for such period as the Court thinks fit or pursuant to the equitable jurisdiction 

of the Court. 

(6) 	Costs. 

(7) 	Further or other relief. 

ALASTAIR WILSON QC 
JEREMY REED 
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Statement of Truth 

The Claimant l o li s that the facts set out in these Particulars of Claim are true. e 
Signed: 

Date: 	Qk‘6e_i 

Name: NitAC eNC,5,N-1 

Served this 5 day of December 2012 by Taylor Hampton Solicitors Limited, 218 
Strand, London WC2R 1AT, Solicitors for the Claimant. 

I Amended Particulars of Claim under CPR 17.1(2}(a) dated 12 February 2013. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE 

A. Sven-Goran Eriksson 

I. Sven-Goran Eriksson in 2002 was the Manager of the England football team, and 

was very newsworthy at that time. He had a girlfriend called Nancy Dell'Olio. 

2. Ulrika Jonsson in 2002 was also very newsworthy at that time as a television 

presenter. 

3. The Defendant discovered that Mr. Eriksson had left messages on Miss Jonsson's 

phone, and realised that the two of them had had a sexual liaison. It published a 

story to that effect in the Daily Mirror on 19 April 2002. 

4. Piers Morgan, who was the editor of the Mirror at the relevant time, effectively 

admitted that the story had been uncovered by phone hacking in the Daily Mail's 

serialisation of his book "God Bless America". This serialisation contained the 

following entry for 18 April 2009 2 (which the Claimant contends is truthful): 

Nancy.. left a voicemail message for me. 'Piers, darling, I am in Rome and 

thinking of you. I hope you have recovered from our night together. Let's get 

together again soon.' 

Given that it was the Daily Mirror under my editorship, which exposed 

Sven's fling with Ulrika Jonsson after learning of a similar message left by 

the then England manager on her phone, I can only hope and pray that the 

gutter press (ha ha) aren't hacking into my mobile now. 

5. Further, at the 20 September 2002 luncheon party referred to in  04  5.h of the 

Particulars of Claim, Piers Morgan also teased Miss Jonsson about the details of 

private conversations she had had with Mr. Eriksson, of which, the Claimant 

contends, he could only have known by hacking phone messages to or from Mr. 

Eriksson. 

B. Garry Flitcroft 

6. Around April 2001, journalists on the Defendant's People newspaper became 

aware of a story involving a sexual liaison between Garry Flitcroft, a married 

man and Captain of Blackburn Rovers football team, and one Helen Hammonds. 

Around the time that it became aware of that story, it made contact with one 

Pamela James, a lap dancer practising in Manchester, who had also had an affair 

with Garry Flitcroft, and who was persuaded to tell her story in salacious detail to 

the People. At the time the Defendant contended that it had encountered Miss 

-  14  - 

54



James through normal investigative journalism conducted by one Miss Cock, the 

People's lap-dancing correspondent. It is to be inferred from the following facts 

and matters, however, that in fact it encountered Miss James through a process 

involving phone hacking: 

a. Miss James and Mr. Flitcroft had had many communications by telephone 

and text message, and had left messages on each other's phones. 

b. Phone hacking would have been a normal technique at the time for verifying 

the story involving Mr. Flitcroft and Miss Hammonds, and would have 

thrown up Miss James' phone number and possibly some of her messages as 

well. 

c. Miss Cock did not at the time give any explanation of how she had been able 

to find Miss James. 

d. It is too much of a co-incidence to suppose that Miss Cock would have 

tracked down Miss James without the aid of data obtained by phone hacking. 

C. Shobna Gulati 

7. Shobna Gulati, an actress, had become a celebrity in the early part of the 

millennium for her role as Sunita Alahan in Coronation Street (2001-2006) and 

for numerous other appearances on TV shows, including, in 2006, taking part in 

the Reality TV show "Soapstar Superstar". At that time, she made a great deal of 

use of the Answerphone facility on her mobile phones. The nature of her job as an 

actress meant that she was frequently unable to answer her phone. 

8. She was regarded as very newsworthy by the Defendant's newspapers. From at 

least 2003, she was the subject of personally intrusive articles in the Defendant's 

newspapers including the following, which the Claimant contends were obtained 

by hacking her, or her contacts', mobile phones: 

a. Shortly before 25 May 2003, Miss Gulati was interviewed by "My Favourite 

Hymns!" television program which subsequently issued a press release 

describing her attitude to racism and what she had been able to do about it. 

Various newspapers, including the Sunday Mirror, made use of the 

information in the press release and turned it into a story. The Sunday 

Mirror, however, went further, and their story, by Dan Evans, described a 

recent instance of racism directed at Miss Gulati: she had been waiting in her 

car at traffic lights in Oldham, when two young men shouted "You Paki 

Bitch". She had reported this incident to the local police, and left messages 
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about it on friend's telephones, but had not mentioned it in the press release. 

The Claimant contends that the Sunday Mirror had found out about the story 

by hacking her, or her contacts', mobile phones. 

b. "Revealed: Shobna non-existent lover" by Emma Cox in the Sunday Mirror 

of 29 June 2003. This included two photographs taken by the Defendant's 

photographer (or a photographer commissioned by the Defendant) of Miss 

Gulati greeting her then boyfriend, Andrew French, off a train at Manchester 

Station, captioned "Shobna meets Andrew on Thursday" and "It must be love 

as the couple hug". There was no way other than phone hacking that the 

Defendant could have got hold of the time and place of Mr. French's arrival 

so as to organise the presence of the photographer. Neither Miss Gulati nor 

Mr. French had tipped off the newspapers about Mr. French's visit. At the 

time, however, Miss Gulati wrongly blamed Mr. French for tipping the press 

off, in order to gain publicity for himself, and their relationship foundered on 

the issue. 

c. "She was just 24 when she wed in a Hindu temple ... it part of her life she 

wants to forget about; TV CORRIE BRIDE SHOBNA'S SECRET 

MARRIAGE" by James Saville in the Sunday Mirror of 23 November 2003. 

This article revealed private matters which Miss Gulati did not want 

publicised, namely that she had been married for a year, well before she had 

become famous, and that her son Akshay was not the son of her husband, to 

whom she had still been married at the time of his conception. She had never 

given publicity to either of these facts, and they were known to only a small 

number of people, none of whom would have told the press about it. One 

Chris "Jam" Nelson, however, a well-known Manchester DJ and a former 

lover of Miss Gulati, had been aware of these facts, and had been given to 

leaving rambling messages on her answerphone, for some time after the end 

of their relationship, in which these facts would have been mentioned. The 

Claimant infers that the Defendant's journalists discovered the facts by a 

process of phone hacking directed at messages left on her answerphone 

facility by Mr. Nelson (or possibly by some other person who was privy to 

the information). The Claimant further relies in support of this inference on 

the facts and matters referred to in §9.b below. 

d. "Shob's Love (Let's hope he lasts longer than the rest)" by Martin Coutts in 

the Sunday Mirror of 14 March 2004. This article contained a number of 

trivial revelations about the course of a relationship between Miss Gulati and 
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Mr. Nelson, including the facts that Mr. Nelson had been using Miss Gulati's 

car, had driven to the Coronation Street set and met her for breakfast. Miss 

Gulati believes that the information which enabled the Defendant to obtain 

this story was gained by phone hacking. 

e. "Radar: JUNGLE'S UP MY STREET' by Suzanne Kerins in the Sunday 

Mirror of 25 September 2005. This article was in part based on a story which 

had appeared the previous day in the Daily Star (published by Express 

Newspapers) about the end of Miss Gulati's role in Coronation Street, and 

the end of a relationship, but it contained two significant details which had 

not been in the Daily Star article, namely that Miss Gulati had won a place in 

the Reality TV show "I'm a Celebrity, Get me out of Here" which would be 

filmed in Australia, and that she would therefore be heading "straight from 

the cobbled streets to the jungle". There was no factual basis for either of 

these details, but the Claimant believes they were deduced from messages 

she had left on colleagues' and friends' telephones commenting ruefully on 

the forthcoming end of her role in Coronation Street, and the actual end of 

her current relationship. In the course of some of such messages she made 

some sort of comment about being in a jungle, and believes that this was the 

basis for the details referred to above. 

9. Apart from the reasons given above in relation to the individual stories, Miss 

Gulati also relies on the following facts and matters which are further evidence 

that her phone was being hacked: 

a. In September 2005 Miss Gulati was in the course of developing a 

relationship with one Dean Blake. A photographer and journalist employed 

or commissioned by the Defendant arrived at Mr. Blake's home for the 

purposes of interviewing him about the relationship, and photographing him. 

In the event no story was published, but Mr. Blake wrongly blamed Miss 

Gulati for tipping of the Press in order to gain publicity for herself, and their 

relationship suffered as a result. Neither Mr. Blake nor Miss Gulati had in 

fact tipped off the Press, and it is to be inferred that the Defendant had found 

out about it by means of phone hacking techniques. 

b. In autumn 2003, Miss Gulati was contacted on the telephone by a detective 

from a Police Force whose identity she no longer recalls, and told (the 

Claimant contends truthfully) that her phone number appeared on a list in an 

un-named journalist's notebook, along with that of one Paul Marsden. The 
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detective wanted to know if there was any connection between her and Mr. 

Marsden. Mr. Marsden is an ex-MP about whom a personally intrusive story 

appeared in the Sunday Mirror on 23 November 2003 by James Saville 

entitled "I've cheated on my wife... I'm sorry; Labour turncoat admits his 

romps with two women". (Mr. Marsden has publicly announced the 

possibility of suing the Defendant for hacking his phone.) The Claimant 

infers that the un-named journalist referred to by the Police was James 

Saville, and that the reason both Miss Gulati's and Mr. Marsden's phone 

numbers appeared in his notebook was that he used them for phone hacking 

purposes in order to obtain or verify his two stories appearing on 23 

November 2003. 

c. In 2005, Miss Gulati was invited, together with Kate Ford, to take a 

luxurious holiday on a Caribbean Island at the expense of the Daily Mail, 

with a view to appearing in a feature in the Daily Mail travel diary. Miss 

Gulati and Miss Ford exchanged telephone messages about the arrangements 

for the trip before they went. Shortly after arriving at the island, they 

discovered that two photographers had been sent by the People to 

photograph them for the purposes of a story in the People. The story 

appeared in the People on 28 August 2005 under the title "Corrie's birds of 

paradise; Tracy and Sunita make waves on a champagne Caribbean cruise 

VIRGIN ISLE FUN". Neither Miss Gulati nor Miss Ford nor the Daily Mail 

had any reason to inform the People in advance about their trip to the 

Caribbean, and it is to be inferred that the People found out about it by 

hacking phone messages either to or from Miss Gulati. 

D. Abbie Gibson 

10. Abbie Gibson had been in 2005 a nanny to the children of David and Victoria 

Beckham. On 10 July 2005 the People published an article entitled "Beckham's 

Hate Calls to Nanny". The story appeared shortly after an injunction had been 

granted against her in favour of the Beckhams, on the basis of alleged disclosure 

of private information about the Beckhams. A People journalist called Lee Harpin 

telephoned Miss Gibson and told her that he knew that the Beckhams had been 

leaving messages on Miss Gibson's mobile phone. Miss Gibson did not respond 

substantively because she was concerned about the possibility of breaching the 

injunction against her if she said anything of substance. She did not tell Mr. 

Harpin that the Beckhams' messages had been threatening or abusive. In due 

course the relevant story appeared in the People. According to the witness 
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statement of David Brown referred to above, Miss Gibson was one of the people 

whose phones he knew had been hacked. The Claimant asserts, therefore, that the 

reason why Mr. Harpin knew that the Beckhams had been leaving messages on 

Miss Gibson's phone was that he (or someone else acting on behalf of the People) 

had been hacking into her phone messages and listening to them. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE 

A. The Heather McCartney incident 

1. In February 2001, after a row between Heather McCartney and her then husband 

Paul McCartney, Mr. McCartney tried to telephone her and left a message on her 

answerphone facility, which included him singing. Shortly afterwards she was 

contacted by one of the Defendant's journalists, who indicated that he had 

listened to the message. Mrs. McCartney told him that he had obviously hacked 

into her phone messages and that if the story was published she would go to the 

police. The journalist admitted that he heard it on her messages, and said that he 

would not run the story (which turned out in fact to be the case: the story was not 

published at the time). 

2. In an article3  in the Daily Mail on 19 October 2006 by Piers Morgan, who had 

been the Editor of the Daily Mirror in 2001, he said: 

At one stage I was played a tape of a message Paul had left for Heather on 

her mobile phone. It was heartbreaking. 

The couple had clearly had a tiff Heather had fled to India, and Paul was 

pleading with her to come back. 

He sounded lonely, miserable and desperate, and even sang 'We Can Work It 

Out ' into the answerphone. 

3. Mrs. McCartney did not give the answerphone message to the Defendant, and it 

is to be inferred that the Defendant obtained it by means of phone hacking. 

B. The Rio Ferdinand incident 

4. On 19 October 2003 the Sunday Mirror published a story by James Saville 

entitled: "Football in Crisis: Rio phone sensation: WHY TEXT HIS DOC?", 

which included the following passage: 

THE mystery over the Rio Ferdinand missed drugs test takes a dramatic new 

twist today as we reveal that the first contact he made after leaving the 

ground was a text message to a private doctor. The Man Utd footballer sent 

the message within minutes of leaving the club's training ground and just an 

3 	http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-411323/Im-sorry-Macca-introducing- 
monster.html 
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hour after being ordered to attend the random check. The Sunday Mirror can 

reveal that the 24-year-old had his mobile phone on at all times — contrary to 

reports that his phone was still off after finishing training. And although a 

desperate phone call and a series of text messages had been left on his phone 

by club doctor Mike Stone, it took Ferdinand nearly half an hour to call 

back 

5. It is to be inferred that the Sunday Mirror obtained this information by phone- 

hacking since Mr. Ferdinand clearly would not have released the same to the 

Press. 
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Vakil, Alex - RPC

From: Vakil, Alex - RPC
Sent: 11 March 2022 10:05
To: Alessandra Rossi; Christopher Hutchings; Ellen Gallagher; Isabelle Sands; Sarah 

Daniel; Georgia Dalton-Stone; Tom Forshaw; Molly Robertson; Callum Galbraith
Cc: MNHL Group
Subject: Tomlinson v MGN; Marshall v MGN - Limitation 

Categories: _, #MGN1.421 : 37468555

Dear Hamlins  
 
We refer to the recently served witness statements on 4 March 2022 in the claims Eric Tomlinson and Christopher 
Marshall. Both of these statements refer to MGN's purported agreement that issues relating to limitation are matters 
for trial.  
 
At paragraph 33 of Mr Tomlinson's statement, he says the following:  
 

"I have also been told by my solicitors that MGN has previously agreed that limitation issues should be dealt 
with in trial witness statements as they are matters for trial. I do not believe therefore that it is right for MGN to 
issue this application." 

 
At paragraph 41 of Mr Marshall's statement, he says the following:  
 

"I also understand from my solicitors that MGN previously agreed that issues relating to limitation are a matter 
for trial and therefore should be dealt with in trial witness 
statements. For them to now disregard that agreement and try to prevent me from 
bringing my claim is frankly outrageous." 

 
We note that no documents were exhibited to the witness statements to evidence this purported agreement. Rather, it 
appears that your clients have simply adopted what you have told them without any further verification. Please now 
provide evidence to demonstrate such agreement. If you are unable to do so, we would expect your clients to amend 
their statements accordingly.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Alex Vakil, Senior Associate 
RPC 
Mobile:+44 7599 501 670 
 
Subscribe to RPC's media team 'Take 10' newsletter and data and privacy blog  
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BUILDERBellway shrugged offthe slowdown in the housingmarket yesterday reporting profits upsix per cent to £218million.The firm built 7,001 new homes in the
year to September – an increase of 390– pushing turnover up 7.8 per cent to arecord £1.2b.

The average selling priceedged up 1.5 per cent to£163,800.
LAWYER Richard Glynn
hit the jackpot yesterday
when spread betting firm,
Sporting Index, was taken
over in a £76million deal. 

Glynn led a £53 m
management buy-out
of the business
three years ago,
backed by Duke
Street Capital.

And
yesterday,
Sporting
Index – which
expects a Cham-
p i o n s  L e a g u e
betting bonanza this
week when, among
o t h e r s ,  F r a n k
Lampard’s Chelsea are in
action – was snapped up
by HgCapital for £75.8m.

Glynn, who will con-
tinue running the firm,
has a 10 per cent stake,
worth around £7.5m.

The former Oxford
University rugby blue is
coy about his fortune but
says he’s delighted with
the way the business is
growing.

Sporting Index takes
more than three million
bets on sport events each
year, almost half while the
action is going on.

He says the new owners
“will give us the firepower
we need to expand both at
home and abroad”.

EMAIL: money@mirror.co.ukEDITED by CLINTON MANNING

� Go to www.mirror.co.uk/money for the latest share prices and ways to save money

FOR real time share prices, just call
0906 360 9300. Calls cost 60p/min.

Alliance & Leicester ..........831.5 -3.0
Anglo American ..................1596.0 -10.0
AB Foods ..............................803.5 -4.5
Arriva ......................................561.0 +2.0
AstraZeneca ..........................2613.0 -54.0
Aviva ........................................641.5 +19.5
BSkyB......................................523.0 -13.0
BAA ..........................................613.5 -3.0
BAE Systems........................332.0 -1.5
BAT ..........................................1181.0 +16.0
Barclays ..................................539.0 -6.5
BG Group................................487.0 -5.0
Billiton ......................................818.0 +0.5
BOC Group ............................1064.0 -11.0
BR Land Co ..........................902.0 -1.0
Boots........................................623.5 -5.0
Bradford & Bingley ............335.0 -1.0
British Airways ....................300.0 +0.25
BP..............................................620.0 -9.5
BT..............................................213.5 -1.5
Cable & Wireless ................113.5 +0.5
Cadbury Schweppes ..........548.5 -6.0
Capita Group ........................380.0 0.0

Royal & Sun Alliance ........95.0 +0.5
RBS ..........................................1557.0 -11.0
SABMiller ................................1024.0 -6.0
J Sainsbury ........................281.75 -3.0
Scottish & Newcastle ........473.0 +1.5
Scottish & Southern ..........985.0 -1.0
Scottish Power ....................572.5 -1.5
Severn Trent ........................965.0 -5.0
Serco ........................................258.0 +0.25
Shell ........................................1801.0 -18.0
Smith & Nephew ................476.5 +5.5
Smiths Group ......................938.5 +1.0
Smith WH ..............................370.25 +8.0
Somerfield ..............................194.25 0.0
Stagecoach ............................107.25 +0.5
Standard Chartered ............1144.0 -3.0
Tesco........................................305.75 0.0
Tomkins ..................................269.0 -4.75
Unilever ..................................580.5 -6.5
United Utilities ......................627.0 +7.5
Vodafone ..............................146.0 0.0
Wolseley ................................1142.0 -7.0
Woolworths............................31.75 0.0
Yell ............................................455.0 -6.0
Trinity Mirror ........................574.5 +4.0

Old Mutual ............................136.5 +0.75
Pearson ..................................632.0 -7.0
Prudential................................485.5 +1.5
Reckitt Benckiser ................1792.0 -6.0
Reed ........................................508.0 -6.5
Rentokil Initial ......................155.5 +0.75
Reuters ....................................374.75 -5.5
Rio Tinto ................................2218.0 +24.0
Rolls-Royce ............................354.25 -0.25

Land Securities ....................1360.0 -20.0
Legal & General ..................105.75 0.0
Lloyds TSB ............................446.25 -2.0
Marks & Spencer ................395.0 -2.0
Morrison..................................170.5 -1.5
National Grid ........................515.5 -2.5
Next..........................................1306.0 +4.0
Northern Rock ......................774.5 0.0
O2..............................................158.0 -1.5

Carnival ..................................2757.0 -8.0
Carphone Warehouse ........188.5 +0.75
Centrica ..................................236.5 -1.75
Compass ................................194.75 -1.25
Corus........................................48.25 0.0
Daily Mail Trust ..................647.0 -1.5
Diageo......................................829.0 0.0
Easyjet ....................................275.0 -6.0
Emap........................................805.5 -9.5
EMI ........................................217.0 -6.25
Enterprise Inns ....................786.5 -3.5
Friends Provident ................175.5 +0.25
Gallaher ..................................857.5 +2.0
GKN ..........................................283.0 -0.5
GlaxoSmithKline ..................1461.0 +16.0
GUS ..........................................836.0 -11.0
Hanson ....................................558.0 -1.0
Hays ........................................114.75 -1.0
HBoS ........................................833.0 -3.0
Hilton........................................332.0 -6.75
HSBC........................................891.5 -1.0
ICI..............................................288.25 +2.5
Imperial Tobacco ................1560.0 +6.0
ITV ............................................105.25 -2.75
Invensys..................................13.5 0.0
Kingfisher ..............................208.25 -1.75

UK AND US inflation rises saw the
FTSE 100 drop 22.6 points to end
at 5263.9 – its lowest since August.

Investors were rattled by news that
soaring oil prices had triggered the
biggest monthly increase in America’s
wholesale prices index for over 15

Union, leapt three per cent after the
company said planned cost savings
will boost profits.

Medicines firm AstraZeneca fell
two per cent on fears that a rival firm
may undercut its top-selling ulcer
treatment, Nexium.

damage than first feared. BP and
Shell both fell because that reduces
their chance of making windfall
profits should the storm knock out
production by their US rivals.

Insurance giant Aviva, better
known to customers as Norwich

years. Inflation over here has hit
2.5 per cent for the same reason.

Crude-oil prices eased on reports
that Hurricane Wilma may do less

FTSE100.. down 22.6 at 5263.9 � FTSE 2005 high.. 5501.5 �FTSE 2005 low.. 4783.6

Lines are open 9am - 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am - 5.30pm Saturday
Calls may be monitored or recorded.

Go online: www.mirror.autodirect.co.uk
This insurance service is
brought to you by Mirrorsure
and is provided by Auto
Direct Insurance Services.

INSURANCE SERVICE
0800 7819766

Auto Direct Insurance Services is a trading name of The OutRight Company UK Limited, authorised and regulated by
the Financial Services Authority. FSA registration no: 307223. Registered in England number 2613429.

Registered office: Prospect House, Gordon Banks Drive, Trentham Lakes North, Stoke on Trent ST4 4TW.

Cheapest
Home or Car
Insurance
or yourmoney back!

◆ For Mirror Readers
◆ We do the searching!
◆ Special Price Promise!
◆ High quality cover
◆ Save money now!
◆ Just a FREE call away!

We’re so confident of our
promise that if you
insure through us and
then find a cheaper
quote for an equivalent
policy (and provide written proof within 48 hours of
having taken out cover through us), you may cancel
and receive a full refund subject to no claims being

made in that time.

SAVENOW!

SHOPS are facing spiralling
bills in the struggle to
stem a rising tide of

crime and attacks on staff.
The cost of stolen goods and

security measures jumped nine
per cent to a 12-year high of
£2.13billion last year, says a grim
repor t .  Phys i ca l
attacks on staff
increased by 14

per cent with cases of verbal
abuse up 35 per cent, according to
the British Retail Consortium.

Theft and violence add a huge
added burden for stores already
suffering the most sluggish sales
for years. “Over the past five years
retailers have spent more than

£3.5billion on crime prevention
alone,” said BRC director general
Dr Kevin Hawkins.

“Yet the losses over the same
period have been more than
double the value of this invest-
ment – more than £7billion. This
is an alarming figure.”

Customers were blamed
for stealing £589million of
goods last year – 44 per cent
up on 2003.

Staff theft was said to
have cost £498m – up from
£282m.

While credit card fraud
fell thanks to the
introduction of
chip and PIN the
cost of criminal
damage, including
arson, doubled.

John Hannett, leader of
shopworker s  un ion
USDAW, said the figures
on staff  abuse were
“disturbing”. 

“Shoplifting and refusing
to serve underage drinkers
are flashpoints for violent
incidents in stores,” he said.

“Violent offenders have
to get the message that
shops have a zero tolerance
policy for violence.”

But the BRC warned the
true figures may be even
worse. 

“Many smaller retailers
don’t bother reporting
incidents. They think it’s
a waste of time as police
won’t, or can’t, do any-
thing,” said Dr Hawkins.

SHOPLIFTER COSTS SOAR

FUELLING
INFLATION

LUCK’S
IN FOR
GLYNN

Indian
mutiny

RISING petrol prices have pushed up the cost
of living for the fourth month in a row to a
new eight-year high.

But the surge was not as big as feared as
struggling stores slashed the price of clothes.

A sharp fall in the cost of air fares also helped
limit the impact.

Inflation edged up 0.1 per cent from 2.4 per
cent in August to 2.5 per cent last month,
according to the Office for National Statistics.

The modest rise increases the chance of an
interest-rate cut next month, say City experts.

That was supported by “core inflation” –
which excludes energy costs, food and tobacco
– remaining frozen at 1.7 per cent.

“The door is definitely open for a rate cut,”
said one analyst. “It seems fears that inflation
could hit three per cent were overdone. 

“Unless we get another surge in oil prices
this may well mark the peak.”

THE
iPod genera-

tion is a walking

target for thieves, new

research reveals.

One in four people regularly carry items

– including iPods and mobile phones – worth

more than £200 in their bags and pockets,

according to Lloyds TSB Insurance.

Around 13 per cent say they have

around £300 worth on them every time

they go out, with 12 per cent of young

people claiming to carry £400

worth.

�ACTOR Kris Marshall is adopting a new family in a £30million TV ad

campaign for BT. The My Family star will pocket £500,000 for a year-

long series of ads. The campaign means Jeremy Clarkson is axed as the

face of the firm.
Insiders say the ads will play out a humorous soap-style storyline in a

similar way to the Gold Blend coffee commercials.

Marshall plays Adam, a 30-something trying to win over a single-mum –

played by Waking The Dead’s Esther Hall – and her children, Lucy and Joe.

In the first ad Adam tries to win brownie points by helping the children with

homework using his laptop via wireless broadband.

The campaign starts with a 60-second slot on October 28 followed by several

shorter ones. A source says Marshall’s contract could be extended if the

ads are a success.

High Street
crimewave

C U S T O M E R S  a r e
extremely unhappy with
Lloyds TSB’s decision to
“export” work to India.

A survey of staff at the
bank found that more
than eight out of 10
customers had made
complaints.

Almost two thirds
claimed there were
“significantly more
mistakes” being made.

Lloyds has switched
2,000 jobs to India but
unions fear at least
10,000 will go.

LTU boss Steve Tatlow
said: “Staff are having to
deal with considerable
hostility at having
a c c o u n t s  h a n d l e d
abroad.”

WIN:
Chelsea
Frank

STOCKWATCH
By JOHN HUSBAND
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Highlight: Kris Marshall, who stars in new movie Death At A Funeral, says the money from the BT ads has bought 
him freedom

Body

A COUPLE of years ago Kris Marshall was named Best Newcomer at the British Comedy Awards. Now he is 
instantly recognisable as the face of the BT ad campaign.

But the talented young comic actor says there is no doubt that the ads that have made him a household face have 
blighted his career.

Marshall, who stars in Death at a Funeral which opens in Glasgow tomorrow, says that he has missed out on parts 
because people don't want "him off the adverts".

Luckily for him US-based director Frank Oz hadn't seen the ads and in any event he was insistent on seeing 
everyone for the movie. That, says Marshall, made a big difference.

"Yeah, definitely, " he nods. "As an actor, you see what you can do, and maybe try and go into theatre to change 
people's perception of you. Fortunately, I did a play last year in the West End where I was a completely different 
character.

"Different things make you more popular, for example being in the ads, but hopefully casting directors will come and 
see the play and think 'oh!' You've just got to try and play something else, and see what happens."

Marshall, who made his name in the hit BBC series My Family,  isn't knocking the ads - he'd be crazy if he did - but 
he also acknowledges they have given him the financial freedom to do more challenging theatre roles.

"A lot of actors are doing it these days, " he explains. But, from my experience, because there are so many more 
channels nowadays, there's more choice for people, and maybe a show that was getting eight million viewers a few 
years ago, now only gets something like six million. So yes, I do think it buys you freedom."

The ads will continue to run for a little while yet for which his bank manager is doubtless very grateful. In the 
meantime Marshall gets another chance to exercise his comedy muscles next month.
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"I've got a six-part series starting at the end of November, called Sold, which is about estate agents, " he explains. 
"A large chain of estate agents in London - I'm playing a idiot basically!" he chuckles with relish.

Jessica's up for Wonder Woman 

HOLLYWOOD pin-up Jessica Biel, right, is a busy young woman.

She's in the frame to play Wonder Woman in what could be the ultimate superhero movie. Buffy creator Joss 
Whedon was all set to do a Wonder Woman movie but that fell through.

Now Biel is in talks to play the character in Justice League of America, a live action movie set for 2009 which 
features Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman and a host of other DC characters.

And although it features Superman and Batman there is no guarantee that the characters will be played by 
Christian Bale and Brandon Routh, who have their own franchises.

Justice League begins shooting in February directed by George Miller who made Mad Max, Babe, and most 
recently Happy Feet.

While those discussions continue, Biel, who can still be seen in I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry, has signed 
to star in crime thriller Die a Little. The film is the story of a teacher and her brother, an LA detective whose life is 
turned upside down by a  mysterious woman, played by Biel.

Matt out, Brad in. . .

MATT DAMON plainly believes that it's no loss what a friend gets. He has just passed on a role that would have 
united him with his fellow Bostonian, Mark Wahlberg, and found that it has gone to his good friend Brad Pitt, right.

Wahlberg and Damon were supposed to play real-life boxing brothers in the film The Fighter but now Damon has 
had to drop out because of scheduling conflicts.

But before you can retire to a neutral corner, in steps Pitt to take on the role due to be played by his Ocean's Eleven 
buddy Damon.

Pitt has shown his fighting chops before, famously in Fight Club and Snatch.

The actor is suddenly hot with the advance word on the cumbersomely titled The Assassination of Jesse James by 
the Coward Robert Ford.

There's talk of an award for Pitt for his portrayal of Jesse James.

Fighter producer Todd Lieberman seems to be bearing up manfully over the loss of Damon. He says Pitt has "the 
great mix of boyish charm and rugged manliness" that the role requires.

Load-Date: November 1, 2007

End of Document
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G2: 'I admire integrity - but I don't have any': From My Family to the BT 
adverts, Kris Marshall has made his name playing geeks, slackers and 
losers. But after struggling to find any role for years, he was glad to be 

typecast. Patrick Barkham meets him
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Body

You have to be grateful for small mercies, and Kris Marshall is thankful he does not have a catchphrase. Bob 
Hoskins still gets, "It's good to talk!" shouted at him, Maureen Lipman probably hears regular cries of, "You got an 
ology?" but nearly two years after Marshall first turned up as the hapless stepfather in BT's massive ad campaign, 
he must simply endure instant recognition as "that BT man".

He's not complaining, exactly, but he grimaces when he says he's under contract with the telecoms giant for 
another year, which means another 10 outings for Adam and his smug, oh-so-modern family. "I really admire 
people who have the integrity and dignity to hold out for the best work, even if that means you're not going to work 
for six months. But I don't have that. I spent seven years being so skint trying to be an actor in the bloody first place 
that I got to the point where I was prepared to slightly whore myself," he reasons. How much did he get? "A lot. A 
fuck of a lot," he mouths in an incredulous whisper. "I'd have to do 10 films (to make as much)."

Ten films is virtually what he's doing at the moment. If you recognise Marshall's face but still struggle to recall his 
name, you won't after this autumn. As well as those ads, he is appearing in Death At a Funeral, a jolly and slightly 
tasteless old-fashioned country-house farce of a film, which is out on Friday; and Sold, a new ITV comedy drama 
about estate agents that starts on November 15 . Earlier this month, he was in Catwalk Dogs, a bittersweet one-off 
TV drama written by Men Behaving Badly's Simon Nye. "I'm intrinsically quite lazy," Marshall claims. "I'm quite a 
deadbeat person. I like to mooch around and go on walks and laze."

He's grabbed the latest job glut, however, following a difficult period after the BT ads came out. For 12 months, he 
couldn't even get invited to an audition. "You've got to take a hit. That's why they pay you well," he says. But he was 
left wondering whether what is said to be BT's most successful ad campaign ever was career suicide. The turning 
point was playing "an alcoholic arsehole - a journalist!" opposite Billie Piper in Christopher Hampton's Treats in the 
West End back in the spring. It brought critical acclaim and was a welcome antidote to the student/loser/irritant roles 
that he still attracts, even as his boyish features are starting to crinkle a bit now that he is 34.

For all his charisma - and comic skills, showcased in the criminally overlooked BBC comedy series My Life in Film - 
there is something about Marshall's characters that grates on audiences. On the Internet Movie Database, his roles 
in two forthcoming projects are described as "a meek loser" and "an inconsequential loser". Why so many losers? "I 
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always hoped I'd end up playing a lot cooler roles. I do end up playing quite a lot of idiot savants, and I've actually 
started to revel in that slightly. I'm friends with quite a lot of people like that. I suppose you could just call them 
irritants." He wonders whether his characters begin as hapless irritants or whether he always turns them into that. 
"I'm quite a misanthropic person. I haven't worked out whether that's just what I do with the characters," he says. "I 
like playing characters who are really, really quite uncomfortable with life, uncomfortable in their own skin."

The son of an RAF squadron leader, Marshall flunked his A-levels as a boarder at the posh Cathedral School in 
Wells, Somerset. "I had this romantic vision of myself as a gung-ho dude, a rebel without a Porsche. It was youthful 
exuberance with a bit of twat mixed in. A lot of my characters come out of this," he laughs. During one of his maths 
papers, he spent two hours drawing a calculator. He got three U grades.

At least his boarding school had a "fantastic" drama department that put on eight plays a year. He still speaks 
fondly of his two drama teachers; one who "would shout at us like a mantra when we were 14, 'Pitch pace power 
pause! That's all you need to know as an actor,'" and another who once starred in Beadle's About. After stage 
school, he spent those seven years failing to make a living as an actor. "I was completely obscure, and there is a 
great dignity in obscurity," he says. He knows loads of actors go through this and he sounds "like a total ponce" 
talking about it but "when I did get the opportunity to work I was just like, 'Grab it, grab it, grab it.'"

That eagerness to work has come at a cost. "I'd always thought the more well-known you got, the wider your 
choices, but I think in fact it goes the other way - the more well-known you get the narrower your choices." He 
admits he has come "very close" to being typecast. Death At a Funeral sees another variant of the student slacker 
he perfected in the BBC sitcom My Family. In the film, Marshall plays pharmacology student Troy, "a gutless 
wonder" who makes hybrid drugs that are accidentally ingested at a funeral, with predictable consequences. "That's 
got to be my last studenty character," he says firmly.

He is bouncily enthusiastic about Sold, in which he stars alongside Anthony Head. Marshall has dyed his hair 
"Teutonic blond" to play the "unscrupulous arsehole, bad to the bone" boss of a branch of estate agents called 
Colubrines (which, he discovered from the dictionary, means snake-like). Marshall thinks estate agents have had it 
too good for a decade and it's time they got their comeuppance. His character "gets his total comeuppance".

"Every weekend, they have these things called Colubrines' big nights out where all the branches get together for a 
raucous evening of boozing and reading out each other's commission figures. I thought, come on, does this really 
happen? There was a whistle-blower documentary about a certain large chain of estate agents in London, and it 
happens. The arseholes that were on this thing! I drew my whole character from that. I decided to make him the 
most flamboyant, up-his-arse, unscrupulous bastard." Marshall deepens his voice and chops his hands together: 
"He sells, he sells, he sells, he does not stop talking. He is larger than life. It's the largest character I've done in my 
life and if it doesn't work I'm going down in flames."

Like his loser-in-love character in Love Actually, you get the impression Marshall would go down well in America but 
he wonders if he is too "Anglicised" to enjoy Hollywood. While he has Hugh Grant's charm, Marshall's 
classlessness may actually make him more versatile. "I think it comes from mixing with a lot of different people and 
living in Slough for a bit," he says. He doesn't knock about in north London "with loads of people called Noah" and 
prefers to shuttle between his girlfriend in Fulham and his old non-actor mates in Windsor and Cornwall, where he 
surfs and has recently bought a holiday home (with BT's cash, presumably).

He has also spotted his perfect future project in G2. "I was pissing myself laughing," he says when he read a 
Guardian interview with Eddie the Eagle in which the wife of Michael "Eddie" Edwards said they'd wanted "Chris 
Martin" from the BT ads to play him in a film of his life. The role has gone to Steve Coogan, despite Eddie's 
reservations that the comic is too old. "I've mentioned it to all my friends," says Marshall. They are going to think 
he's really keen on the role if he's not careful. "I am actually, I really am," he says, a little wistful. "I've always found 
people like Michael Edwards really interesting. He's that quintessentially English dichotomy - the English eccentric 
that people love and scorn at the same time" *
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TV star Kris Marshall was in intensive care last night after being run over on a boozy night out. The actor, who played Nick in My 
Family and appears in BTs ads as a toyboy lover, suffered a serious head injury. Kris, 34, was out with pals in Bristol when he was 
hit by a car. Last night his concerned family was at his bedside in Bristol Royal Infirmary. A spokesman said: "He is in a stable 
condition." The actor scooped the Best Comedy Newcomer gong at the British Comedy Awards in 2002 for his part in My Family. 
He has also appeared in movie Love, Actually and ITVs Dr Zhivago. In 2004, he won the lead role as Luke Stone in the drama 
Murder City. 
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news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/7370636.stm 1/2

BBC NEWS CHANNEL

Kris Marshall is also known for his
advertisements for BT

Actor Kris Marshall has
suffered head injuries after
being hit by a car, police have
confirmed.

The 35-year-old former My Family
star was on a night out in Bristol
city centre when the accident
happened.

He is being treated at the city's
Royal Infirmary. His mother told
the BBC that his condition is improving, but he remains in intensive
care.

Marshall, who won the best newcomer prize at the 2002 British
Comedy Awards, also appears in ads for BT.

The actor, who comes from the Cotswolds, starred in the film Love
Actually and played detective Luke Stone in ITV1 drama serial Murder
City.

Marshall is due to appear in the forthcoming premiere of West End
play Fat Pig.

A spokesman for the show said they were expecting the actor to
resume rehearsals in a few days and believe he will be well enough to
star in the production which opens next month.

His latest film Caledonia is a horror story about a seasonal worker at a
remote Scottish hotel.

He played hapless Nick in BBC One sitcom My Family for five years
from 2000.

Marshall made his name in sitcom My Family

Speaking to The Guardian newspaper in 2004, he said the role, which
brought him to prominence, was both "a gift and poisoned chalice".

The actor, who lives in Windsor, Berkshire, also co-starred in the West
End production of Treats alongside Billie Piper and Laurence Fox, who
went on to marry.

A spokesman for Avon and Somerset police said: "There was a
collision between a car and pedestrian shortly before 1am on Sunday.

"It happened in St Augustine's Parade in Bristol City Centre. A man in
his 30s was taken to hospital with head injuries not considered to be
life-threatening.

"Police spoke to the driver of the car involved, which was a VW Polo.
He stopped immediately after the collision and we are looking into how
it happened. He was not a drink driver." 
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Body

Television star Kris Marshall, from Windsor, is recovering from head injuries in hospital after being in collision with 
a car.

The 34-year-old comedian was on a night out in Bristol city centre on Saturday when the accident happened.

He was taken to Bristol Royal Infirmary, where a scan revealed his head injuries are not life-threatening.

A spokesman for Avon and Somerset Police said: ``There was a collision between a car and pedestrian shortly 
before 1am on Sunday.

``It happened in St Augustine's Parade in Bristol City Centre. A man in his 30s was taken to hospital with head 
injuries not considered to be life-threatening.

``Police spoke to the driver of the car involved, which was a VW Polo. He stopped immediately after the collision 
and we are looking into how it happened. He was not a drink-driver.''

The actor was out drinking with friends when the accident happened, The Sun reported.

Mr Marshall won fame for his role in the sitcom My Family but recently he is better known for playing the toyboy 
boyfriend of a single mother in the current BT adverts.

He also appeared in the film Love, Actually, and has played detective Luke Stone in the drama Murder City with 
Amanda Donahoe.

His new film Hotel Caledonia is a British horror comedy in which he plays a seasonal worker in a remote Scottish 
hotel.

Mr Marshall was crowned Best Comedy Newcomer six years ago at the British Comedy Awards. end
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Body

Actor Kris Marshall is likely to be out of hospital in the next couple of days after sustaining a head injury in an 
accident, his spokeswoman said today.

The 35-year-old television star was on a night out in Bristol city centre on Saturday when he was hit by a car.

He was taken to Bristol Royal Infirmary where a scan revealed his injuries were not life-threatening.

A spokeswoman for Mr Marshall, who rose to fame in sitcom My Family and who appears in BT adverts, said he 
was in a stable condition.

She said: ``I can confirm that Kris Marshall was involved in an accident in Bristol on Saturday night and sustained 
a head injury.

``He is currently in a stable condition in hospital and is expected to be discharged within the next couple of days.''

A spokesman for Avon and Somerset police said: ``There was a collision between a car and pedestrian shortly 
before 1am on Sunday.

``It happened in St Augustine's Parade in Bristol city centre.

``A man in his 30s was taken to hospital with head injuries not considered to be life-threatening.

``Police spoke to the driver of the car involved, which was a VW Polo. He stopped immediately after the collision 
and we are looking into how it happened.

``He was not a drink driver.''

Mr Marshall, who lives in Windsor, is known for playing the toyboy boyfriend of a single mother in the current BT 
adverts.

He also appeared in the film Love Actually, and has played detective Luke Stone in the drama Murder City, with 
Amanda Donahoe.

His new film Hotel Caledonia, is a British horror comedy, in which he plays a seasonal worker in a remote Scottish 
hotel.
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Mr Marshall was crowned Best Comedy Newcomer six years ago at the British Comedy Awards.
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BY GEORGINA LITTLEJOHN

COMEDY FAVOURITE ‘RECOVERING’ AFTER SERIOUS HEAD INJURY
London Lite Monday, 28 April 2008  11

Compare our  
cosmetic dental costs.

£4,640
Typical UK price  

8 veneer makeover

£1,995
VitalEurope price  

8 veneer makeover

Our cosmetic dental makeover plan requires you to have a consultation in our 
London clinic. Spend two days in Hungary (possibly a weekend) for veneer 
mould-making and then have the newly made veneers expertly fitted back in 
London a week later. 

Over 2,000 patients a year are successfully treated by VitalEurope’s leading 
dentists for cosmetic dentistry, whitening, orthodontics, implants and crowns 
with up to 70% savings. Any treatment 
comes with a three year guarantee  
and all our dentists are registered  
with the UK General Dental Council.

www.vi taleurope.co.ukVisit

TEETH to 60777Text Standard network  
charges apply.

0800 075 4400Call

Offer ends 31st May 2008

Timew@ster
What to browse when
the boss isn’t looking

EMAIL YOUR  TIME-WASTERS TO:
wasters@thisislondon.co.uk

funflashgames.com/
Alien-Hominid.html
IN THIS stylish shoot-em-up, you
are an alien recently landed on
Earth, where the FBI are out to get
you. Blast your way out of trouble
by gunning down the agents — but
get in the line of fire and your stay
on the planet will be short.
fatsecret.com
FOR those packing too many
pounds, this site gives you the low-
down on the latest diet crazes and
whether they really work. Members
can post their own progress via
weigh-ins, so you can see which
plans are working in real life.
craigslist.org/about/best/sfo/
25777120.html
EVERY entry on this guy’s personal
description and wishlist is
painstakingly drawn out in a series
of stick figures, from the one about
how stylish he is to the plea that
any girl who answers should not be
make-up mad. URSULA HIRSCHKORN

BT ads star Kris
is mown down 
outside a pub

ACTOR Kris Marshall is recovering from
serious head injuries after being
knocked down by a car during a boozy
night out with friends.

The My Family star was hit by a car as
he stood outside a pub in Bristol at 1am
yesterday.

Marshall, 34, who appears in the current
BT ads, was taken to Bristol Royal Infir-
mary, where a scan showed his injuries
were not life-threatening. A friend said
his family were at his bedside, adding:
“Kris’s family have been extremely
worried. He’s awake, but obviously, with
any head injury, there are fears.”

A police spokesman said: “Officers
spoke to the driver of the car involved, a
VW Polo. He stopped immediately after
the collision and we are looking into how
it happened. He was not a drink-driver.”

Marshall’s first main role was as gorm-
less Nick Harper in the BBC sitcom My
Family, for which he won best comedy
newcomer at the British Comedy Awards

in 2002. He went on to star in Love,
Actually, ITV’s Dr Zhivago and The Four
Feathers, which also starred Heath
Ledger. His next film is a horror comedy,
Hotel Caledonia, out later this year. 

TV regular:
Kris in a BT

advert
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ENGLANDHome
repossessions are set to soar
by almost a quarter as the
credit crunch bites.
An estimated 33,400

people could lose their homes
this year, 23 per cent up on
last year, the Centre for
Economics and Business
Research said.
Mortgage deals will remain

expensive, despite cuts in
official interest rates until the
pressure inmoneymarkets
eases, according to the group.
Thewarning comes as

house prices fell for the
seventhmonth in a row,
leaving homes costing less
now than they did a year ago.

The average value of a
home inEngland andWales
fell by 0.6 per cent in April
to £173,100, with falling
prices recorded in 51 per
cent of postcodes,
according to house-price
information group
Hometrack.
The latest falls tip the

annual rate of growth into
negative territory, with
homes now costing an
average of 0.9 per cent less
than they did last April.
And sellers are having to

accept an average of 92.7
per cent of the asking price,
the lowest level since
January 2005.

Home repossessions up
as credit crunch bites

BRISTOLTV star KrisMarshall
is recovering in hospital after
being hit by a car.
The 34-year-old comedian,

whomade his name in the BBC
sitcomMyFamily, was on a
night out when the accident
happened.
Hewas taken to Bristol

Royal Infirmarywhere a scan
revealed his head injuries were
not life-threatening.
A spokesman for Avon and

Somerset police said: “There
was a collision between a car
and pedestrian shortly before
1am on Sunday.
“Aman in his 30swas taken to hospital with head injuries

not considered to be life-threatening. The driver of the car
involved, a VWPolo, stopped immediately after the collision.
Hewas not a drink driver.”
The actor, pictured, was out drinkingwith friendswhen

the accident happened, it was reported.

bTV star Kris injured in car horror

GLOUCESTERSHIREAman
who allegedly conned a
woman out of her life savings
while claiming hewas part of
the Rothschild banking
family has been arrested.
ChristineHandy, 43, said

shewas left £600,000
poorer andwith a child to
care for following her affair
withMarkHatton, who told
her hewasAlex de
Rothschild.MsHandy, from
Cheltenham, tracked down
Hatton inNewYork. Police
arrestedHatton on suspicion
of financial deception
following his deportation.

bMan arrested
in £600,000
deception probe

CHELTENHAMAchurch has
won the right to evict
grave-digging badgers from
its grounds.
The animals have being

wrecking graves at St
Lawrence Church,
Cheltenham, forweeks by
tunnelling under headstones
and leaving gaping holes.
After amonth of talks

between the church and
animal welfare groups,
permission for a licence to
remove the badgerswill be
granted in June. The church
has promised the badgers
won’t be hurt.

b Church allowed
to exorcise grave
badger problem

BRITAINWednesday’s lottery drawwill be a double rollover
worth £11m after no onewon theweekend draw.
Saturday’s numberswere 40, 39, 16, 37, 4, 1 and the bonus

numberwas 35.
Eight ticketholdersmatched five numbers plus the bonus

ball to win £210,663 each, 438matched five numbers towin
£2,404 each and 23,530matched four towin £98 each.
Nobodywon the £130,000 jackpot in the LottoHotPicks

draw, the £500,000DreamNumber prize or the £250,000
top prize in the Thunderball.

b Lotto rollover jackpot hits £11m
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A£250mopera house is be-
ing planned as Manches-
ter’s ‘payback’ for being

denied the country’s first super
casino.
The development would see

the world’s leading singers per-
forming at the venue in east
Manchester – the area let down
by the government’s U-turn on
expanding the gambling indus-
try. Talks are under way be-
tween the Royal Opera House

in Covent Garden and the city
council about building a ‘na-
tional opera house’ in the north.
It is on a list being considered

by aministerial task force led by
Salford MP Hazel Blears set up
to regenerate east Manchester.
The opera scheme is under-
stood to be the one favoured by
Gordon Brown. Unlike the su-
per casino, a National Opera
House would have to be built
with publicmoney.
A council source told the

M.E.N. it was hoped the opera
housewould be themain attrac-
tion in a wider regeneration
package, going some way to
creating the 3,000 jobs prom-
ised by the casino bid.
Tony Hall, chief executive of

the Royal Opera House, said:
“Manchester has a strong track
record of using culture to drive

regeneration. We are excited
about how this might progress
our programme of getting the
work of the Royal Opera House
to as wide an audience as possi-
ble.”
Manchester Blackley MP

Graham Stringer said: “It
would go some way to provid-
ing compensation for a casino
and be a great feather in Man-
chester’s cap.
“Still, I remain sceptical until

I see the colour of the govern-
ment’s money, how the num-
bers stack up, whether there
will be further regeneration and
whether there will be a need for
a council tax subsidy.
“The real disappointment is

that a casino would have cost
the taxpayer nothing.”
Tony Lloyd, MP for Man-

chester Central said: “It would

be great news for Manchester
to have something as presti-
gious as this. It would be a really
exciting development in any
part of the city but I would be
particularly delighted if it came
to eastManchester.
“It could be one of the regen-

eration opportunities that
would help to bridge the casino
gap and would create really
high quality jobs like sound en-
gineering and costume design.”
Opera star Jon Christos said:

“Manchester is a cosmopolitan
city that already attracts people
for music events. However, it
should offer contemporary
shows that appeal to Joe Public
and not just traditional opera
fans.”
■ chris.osuh@men-news.co.uk
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
» Comment: Page 8

Forget the casino, have
an opera house instead!
■£250m venue could
make up for U-turn
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

■ Talks are under way
with Covent Garden

CHRIS OSUH

STREET dancer George
Sampson was entertaining
crowds inManchester aftermil-
lions of viewers saw his latest
bid for TV fame.
George, 14, was voted

through to the next round of
Britain’s Got Talent with pre-
senter SimonCowell describing

his performance as ‘phenom-
enal’. The Warrington boy nar-
rowly missed making the finals
in 2007.
Hours after his latest TV ap-

pearance, he was performing in
Market Street with pals to raise
money for the Rhys Jones Me-
morial Fund. Eight-year-old co-

median Alex Lees was also
voted through. His mum Kathy
Lees said: “They call him Mr
Entertainer in Dukinfield. He’s
confident in everything he
does.“He could have walked
away from the competition af-
ter he got buzzed out, but he’s
not one for giving up.”

Telly talent boy hits the streets after latest bid for fame
STAR
QUALITY
George
Sampson
thrilled TV
viewers and
shoppers
with his
dancing

SEVENCoronationStreet stars
have been axed by new pro-
ducerKimCrowther.
The entireMorton family, led

by kebab shop owner Jerry,
will leave the Street in the au-
tumn.
Former Brookside and The

Royal star Michael Starke, who
plays Jerry, is leaving, along
with his screen family of Mel,
played by Rochdale actress
Emma Edmondson, Darryl
(Johnny Dixon), Kayleigh (Jes-
sica Bardon) and Finlay (Ra-
moneQuinn).
Also axed are father and son

bookies Harry and Dan Mason,
played by Jack Ellis and Mat-

thew Crompton who first ap-
peared on screen last
December. They will also leave
in the autumn, when their con-
tracts end.
In a separate move, actor Ian

Reddington, who plays drum-
mer Vernon Tomlin, will leave
in a planned departure in Sep-
tember.
He already has two projects

lined up – a play in London
called The Lemon Princess and
panto inDarlington.
Producer Kim said: “Corona-

tion Street has always had a tra-
dition of characters who come
into the show as catalysts to
play out stories alongside more

established characters before
moving on.
“As in any community, there

are people who live there for

many years and people who
pass through.
“We still have some interest-

ing storylines to play with these
characters before they leave
Weatherfield. They are all very
talented actors and we wish
themwell for the future.”
Manchester-born Samantha

Seager, who played Jerry’s el-
dest daughter Jodie, has already
quit the soap, while grandad
Morton, played by Early Doors
actor Rodney Litchfield, has
made increasingly rare screen
appearances.
» Crooner of the cobbles: Page
14

OUT The Morton family are leaving Coronation Street in a
number of changes introduced by producer Kim Crowther»

Seven leaving the
Street as new Corrie
producer swings axe

THE 12 pals of a fire brigade’s
Red Watch are off to sunny
Spain together – thanks to their
boss.

Chris Rainford promised
them the treat if he won a TV
challenge.

Salford firefighter Chris
scooped £100,000 as the first
winner of hit ITV1 show Beat
The Star, hosted by Bolton-born

Vernon Kay. Broughton Red
Watch commander Chris, 43,
took on cricket legend Darren
Gough in a series of physical
and mental tests.

Having beaten thousands of
applicants to get on to the
series, he was stunned to win
the big prize – and now has to
keep that pledge made to fellow
firefighters.

Chris said: “I promised the
lads before I went – I said if I
won £50,000, I’d take them to
Anglesey and if I won £100,000
I’d take them to Spain.

“So I’m flying all 12 of the
watch out to Majorca later in
the year. They’re well made up.
The boys are looking forward to
going abroad now and spending
ITV’s money.”

ALL INCLUSIVE - TV FIRE BOSS TAKES PALS ON HOLIDAY
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Soldier’s family sue
over gun tragedy

Star of the BT
ads in hospital
after late-night
crash drama
COMEDY actor Kris Mar-
shall was last night recov-
ering in hospital after
being hit by a car.

Marshall, known to millions
for his role in BT commercials
on television, was on his way
home after a night out with
friends in Bristol when the
accident happened near the
Hippodrome nightclub.

The area is known to be an
accident black spot, with 25
casualties over the last three
years prompting calls for it to
be closed to traffic at night. 

Marshall, 35, who made his
name playing gormless son
Nick Harper opposite Zoe
Wanamaker and Robert Lind-
say in the BBC sitcom My Fam-
ily, was treated by paramedics
at the scene for severe head
injuries. 

He was taken to Bristol Royal
Infimary early on Sunday
morning. It is hoped he will be

discharged within a few days.
Marshall’s spokesman said:
‘His condition has improved
in the last 24 hours and he is
expected to make a full
recovery.’

Six years ago he was named
Best Comedy Newcomer in the
British Comedy Awards. 

He went on to appear in
Richard Curtis’s film Love,
Actually. 

He has recently turned his
hand to more serious roles,
starring alongside Amanda
Donahoe in ITV’s Murder City
and in the estate agent drama
Sold. 

Last year, he played an alco-
holic journalist alongside Billie
Piper and Laurence Fox in a
stage adaptation of Christopher
Hampton’s Treats. 

He has just completed work
on the horror comedy Hotel

Caledonia, in which he plays a
mad worker at a remote Scot-
tish hotel. 

Marshall, the son of an RAF
squadron leader, attended the
Cathedral School in Wells,
Somerset, and Redroofs the-
atre school in Berkshire. 

He lives in Windsor and also

has a home in Cornwall. An
Avon and Somerset Police
spokes-man said: ‘We spoke to
the driver of the car involved,
which was a VW Polo. 

‘He stopped immediately
after the collision and we are
looking into how it happened.
He was not a drink-driver.’

Head
injuries:
Kris Marshall
with
girlfriend
Kelly
Eastwood 

Accident: Andrew Craw Unfamiliar: The Belgian-made Minimi machine gun

By Liz Thomas

Parents seek £100,000 for death on firing range

THE FAMILY of a young soldier
killed in Iraq while trying to use an
unfamiliar machine gun are suing
the Ministry of Defence for up to
£100,000 in damages under human
rights laws.

Lance Corporal Andrew Craw, 21, died
on a firing range a few hours after flying
into southern Iraq in January 2004.

He and his sleep-deprived colleagues
were learning to use a powerful weapon
they had never seen before, and L.Cpl Craw
had tried to unjam it.

His heartbroken parents believe the
MoD has covered up what happened, and
are determined to uncover the truth in a
ground-breaking High Court battle.

Details of the action have emerged fol-
lowing a judicial ruling earlier this month.
A senior judge declared that British troops
are protected by the Human Rights Act
‘wherever they may be’, including foreign
war-zones, in some circumstances.

This means the Government cannot
brush aside all legal challenges using its
traditional ‘combat immunity’ defence.

The death of L.Cpl Craw – described as
an outstanding soldier – was presented to
his family as a tragic accident.

However, investigations later uncovered
serious failings in safety rules on the
makeshift firing range, and the coroner at
his inquest strongly criticised the Army’s
conduct.

He was part of an advance party from the
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders who
arrived in southern Iraq weeks earlier than
planned, equipped with new Belgian-made
Minimi machine-guns. A few hours after
touching down – after two nights without

proper sleep – they were driven to a desert
firing range, with several soldiers falling
asleep during the bus journey.

When L.Cpl Craw’s weapon jammed, he
apparently tried to clear it by kicking it,
and a bullet passed through his hand and
into his head.

It later emerged that it took his col-
leagues at least 90 minutes to summon
medical help because they had no proper
communications, and no ambulance or
medical team was on stand-by.

A leaked Army inquiry highlighted serious
failings in plans for the weapons training,
but also placed some of the blame on L.Cpl
Craw, suggesting his ‘bizarre and unautho-
rised weapons clearance drill’ was due to an
‘unthinking moment’.

But at his inquest later, coroner Andrew
Walker criticised the MoD’s ‘cavalier atti-
tude’ to safety, and did not accept his death
was caused by a lapse of concentration.

His mother Ray and father James, an ex-
miner from Tullibody near Stirling, doubt

whether their son would have tried to clear
a loaded weapon by kicking it.

‘People are lying, but they are speaking
for the MoD – while Andrew’s not here to
answer for himself,’ said Mr Craw, 44. ‘This
isn’t about getting money, it’s about twist-
ing witnesses’ arms to get the truth.’

Mrs Craw, 47, added: ‘It’s bad enough los-
ing a son, but to have so many questions
about his death makes it even worse.’

The family’s solicitor Jocelyn Cockburn
said that while the MoD could not legally
be blamed for the dangers of combat, they
had a duty to protect soldiers from need-
less and unreasonable risk.

The case is likely to break legal ground in
testing the MoD’s liability under the
Human Rights Act when protecting the
lives of British troops in foreign war-zones.

The MoD said last night it was still con-
sidering the writ from Mr and Mrs Craw,
although its lawyers have claimed L.Cpl
Craw’s death was not covered by the
Human Rights Act.

m.hickley@dailymail.co.uk

By Matthew Hickley
and Sarah Bruce

See the 
best British 
events 

Call: 0845 863 0058

Operated by Omega Holidays ABTA V4782 a company wholly independent of 
Associated Newspapers Limited. Prices based on two people sharing a twin/double 
room. *Single Supplements apply. Subject to availability. For further terms and 
conditions, please see today’s classified section.

Buckingham Palace 
& Clarence House
2 Days from £89.95pp 
Weekend departures offered throughout 
August & September 2008

Daily Mail D i re c t

ENJOY A SHORT BREAK WITH INCLUDED 
TICKET TO ONE OF THESE GREAT BRITISH 
EVENTS OR ATTRACTIONS THIS SPRING OR 
SUMMER. PRICE INCLUDES OVERNIGHT 
STAY AT A QUALITY HOTEL, BREAKFAST OR 
BREAKFAST AND DINNER, EVENT TICKET AND 
RETURN COACH TRANSFERS BETWEEN HOTEL 
AND EVENT WHERE STATED

Chelsea 
Flower 
Show
2 Days from 
£139.95pp 

23-24 May, 
2008

London 
Theatre 
Breaks
2 Days from 
£84.95pp

3 days from 
£144.90pp

Fridays & Saturdays offered weekly 
throughout 2008
Price includes: • 4-star central London 
hotel • Breakfast • Ticket for show from 
Joseph, Grease, Hairspray, Jersey Boys, 
Oliver (from December) plus many more.

Price includes: • 4-star central London 
hotel • Breakfast • Admission to Chelsea 
fl ower show on 24 May • Transfers

Price includes: • 4-star Tower Hotel 
•  Breakfast • Entry to Buckingham Palace 
& Clarence House 

Mon – Fri 9am-7:30pm, Sat – Sun 10am-3pm Quote: DML
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BOOM TIME: TV’s Delia

Delia’s
cheats
sell up
SALES of food products
recommended by Delia
Smith in her controversial
book How To Cheat At
Cooking have rocketed.

Busy Brits have leapt at
the chance to cut corners
in the kitchen and items
such as frozen mashed
potato have been flying off
the shelves, a report
revealed yesterday.

Trade magazine The
Grocer says sales of
Delia’s favourite brands –
including Aunt Bessie’s
frozen spuds and Seasoned
Pioneers spice blends –
had at least doubled
within a month of the
book’s publication.

Boost
Some brands even put

stickers saying “A Delia
Cheat Ingredient” on
products to boost sales.

And Asda’s sales of
frozen aubergines were 
up an amazing 461% 
week-on-week.

The figures come despite
the 66-year-old TV cook’s
quick and easy recipes
being blasted by experts
as pricey and unhealthy.

The Grocer said: “Far
from being a curse, the
Delia connection looks
once again to have turned
into a blessing. The moral?
Never doubt Delia.”

THE whole population of a
Pacific island speaks with
a West Country accent, it
has been revealed.

That is because they are 
all descended from a
Gloucestershire man who
settled there 145 years ago.

Now historian John
Roberts has launched a
quest to find out more
about William Marsters,
who had four wives, 17
children and 54 grand-
children on Palmerston,
one of the Cook Islands.

He wants to contact
anyone related to Marsters,
a carpenter and cooper
who was born in 1821 and
died in 1899.

Sixty of his descendants
make up the population of
Palmerston.

Mastering
the lingo

BOMB’S AWAY...
NAVY chiefs admit they
may never find an old
bomb they lost at sea after
moving it from Felixstowe,
Suffolk, to detonate it.

MOMENT TV’s KRIS
WAS MOWN DOWN

■ AD MAN: Kris in BT
promo with screen

partner Esther Hall, 38
■ AGONY:

Medics
treat the
actor
moments
after the
accident

Picture:
SOUTH

WEST NEWS

ACTOR Kris Marsh-
all is treated by
paramedics min-
utes after he was
hit by a car.

The dramatic picture
was taken as the 34-
year-old star lay in the
road with head injuries 
following the accident.

Last night Kris was still
in intensive care, though
his condition was “stable”.
He had been on a night out
with pals.

A witness said: “When I
got there he was sprawled
out face-down in the road
and not moving. At first I
thought it was fatal.

“There was a real com-
motion and lots of people
were standing around. I
couldn’t tell who he 
was with.

“After treating him on
the floor he was lifted on to
a board and taken away in
an ambulance. It looked
very serious.”

Chaos
The accident happened

outside a string of late-
night takeaways on St
Augustine’s Parade in
Bristol at 1am on Sunday.

It is a notorious black-
spot where the cobbled
road is often mistaken for
a pedestrianised area.

The city centre was in
chaos at the time because
of a strike by taxi drivers,
leaving hundreds of rev-
ellers on the streets.

Kris – star of TV sitcom
My Family, the film Love
Actually and the popular
BT adverts – was taken to
Bristol Royal Infirmary.

He was heading home
when the crash happened.
The driver of the VW Polo
that hit him stopped to
help police.

He was not drunk and is
not thought to be facing
charges.

A spokesman for Avon
and Somerset police said:
“We are looking into how
the collision happened.”

The actor’s publicist
said: “He is currently in a
stable condition in hospi-
tal and is expected to be
discharged within the next
couple of days.”

Talented Kris, who lives
in Windsor, Berks, scooped
the gong for Best Comedy
Newcomer at the British
Comedy Awards in 2002 for
his role in My Family.

news@dailystar.co.uk

150 WOMEN will eat
chocolate every day for
a year in a University of

East Anglia project 
aiming to create a bar
that helps fight heart

disease.

Smash
star is 
stable

■ by TAMARA COHEN
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C A R I N S U R A N C E

LV.com 
0800 072 3673

NO CLAIM
DISCOUNT75UP TO

WS0703111

For textphone first dial 18001 
8am-8pm Monday to Friday and 8am-4pm Saturday. 

Calls may be recorded for training and monitoring purposes.

• For your personal injury claim 
cut out the middle man

• Deal direct with the solicitors 
who will fight your case

CALL FREE ON

0808 129 3335
www.simpsonmillar.co.uk

*Cash Bonus once we have accepted your case which you keep, win or lose. 

For full terms & conditions please see our website www.simpsonmillar.co.uk/freeoffer

cash payment*
£250

We could pay an Accident Claims company
for your case – but we’d rather pay you

100% Compensation • No Deduction, No Fees
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gar Studios on 27 May, alongside
Gavin and Stacey star Joanna
Page. His role was thrown into
serious doubt after Saturday
night’s accident outside a pub.

But a spokeswoman said
Marshall was due back in
rehearsals this week. She con-
firmed the play would open as
planned and that Marshall was

expected for opening night.
She added: “Marshall is

being monitored care-
fully, but we expect
him to return to
rehearsals in a few

days.”
T h e  a c t o r,

who stars in

BT’s television adverts as the
new partner of a single mother,
remains in intensive care today
but his condition is improving.

His publicist said: “He is in a
stable condition and is expected
to be discharged within the next
couple of days.” 

The role he is best known for
playing is that of gormless
slacker Nick Harper in the BBC
sitcom My Family. The show,
which he stayed with for four
series, launched his career and
won him the best comedy
newcomer gong at the British
Comedy Awards in 2002.

He went on to appear in Love,
Actually before landing the lead
role of Luke Stone in Murder
City, also starring Amanda
Donahoe, in 2004.

BY GEORGINA LITTLEJOHN

BY GEORGINA LITTLEJOHN

Amy denies divorce rumours

TV’s Kris in miracle
return to West End

Hold tight: Britney clutches her towel at the water fountain

Stable: Kris Marshall with Kelly Eastwood

BRITNEY SPEARS gives onlookers a
shock as she wanders out of a hotel
in nothing but a towel. Thankfully,

the Gimme More singer wasn’t
having another mad episode —
she was just relaxing after a
gruelling workout at the gym.
Britney, 26, spent a morning
on the treadmill as she gets
back in shape after a tough
year that saw her separated
from her sons and held in a
psychiatric ward.
She looked happy, relaxed
and refreshed as she
helped herself to some
cold water after her
shower in the spa at a
hotel in Marina del Rey
in California.

Clutching a bottle of water
and her mobile phone, she

later emerged from the changing
rooms in a strapless black dress
and brown cowboy boots.
Earlier she had been at a gym

in Culver City, Los Angeles, as
reports today suggested she is

now spending six hours a day
working out. Only the day before,
she was snapped leaving the Bally
Total Fitness gym in Ventura.
The new fitness-mad Britney is a
dramatic yet welcome change.
She has swapped boozy nights
for quiet evenings in as she tries
to regain full custody of her boys.

London Lite Tuesday, 29 April 2008  3

call 0844 844 0005
visit www.thelionking.co.uk

LYCEUM THEATRE
Wellington Street, Covent Garden, London WC2E 7RQ

A Live Nation Theatre

SOME Good seats
available this may!

Best availability Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday evenings at 7.30pm 
and Wednesday matinees at 2pm

©
Di

sn
ey

SEE IT NOW...
remember it forever!

Britney
Spa-rs!

Face of BT ‘recovering well’ after being run down

TROUBLED singer Amy Winehouse
has scotched rumours of a divorce
from husband Blake Fielder-Civil.

A spokesman for the singer, 24, said:
“The reports are simply not true. There

will be no payout of £3m as the pair are
still very much in love. I can’t comment
on reports of Amy with anyone else but I

can confirm divorce is not on the cards.”
According to reports, Blake, who is in
Pentonville Prison, has demanded an
estimated £3m from the singer. Earlier
this week, the star emerged from her
Camden flat after spending the weekend
in hiding and said: “Why don’t the people
who say I want a divorce just shut up?”

Must ...

tonight!
NEW acts night at the
Bedford is a great way to
see the comedy stars of
tomorrow. Ed Balls (not
that one) hosts this weekly
night for new talent which tonight
includes Rob Coleman, pictured, Alex
Warren, Alex Hardy, Louise Sanders,
Dan Allen, Mark Cornell and others —
not bad for £3. The Bedford, 77
Bedford Hill, SW12, doors 8pm, £3

chuckle at comedy’s
newest talent

Chic by towel: Britney Spears glows after a workout

In brief
Heathrow’s ‘a
bit of a dump’ 
�HEATHROW Airport has been
labelled the “worst in Europe” by a
US airline chief. Don Langford,
head of customer services for
American Airlines, said on BBC
Radio 4 the west London airport
was a “bit of a dump” that
suffered a lack of investment. 

Pupils to shop
peers by text
�CHILDREN are to be urged to
text information on classmates
carrying knives to Crimestoppers.
Their texts will be routed through
special software to ensure
anonymity when passed to police.
The scheme is to launch in three
Tower Hamlets schools in summer. 

02 opera bigger
than Ben Hur?
�A PERFORMANCE of “pop
opera” Carmina Burana will launch
a string of classical events at the
O2 arena. The spectacular show
will take over the Greenwich
venue in January. Modern
productions of Carmen, Ben Hur
and Aida are also planned.

WRAP SINGER NEARLY GIVES PASSERS-BY AN EYEFUL AT THE GYM

ACTOR Kris Marshall is set to
return to work this week despite
still being treated in hospital
after being hit by a car.

The 35-year-old was knocked
down during a night out in Bris-
tol and taken to the city’s Royal
Infirmary with head injuries.

He is due to appear in US
writer Neil LaBute’s new play
Fat Pig, which opens at Trafal-
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Cafe culture
PLANS for a new cafe
have been mooted at a top
tourist attraction.

Officials are looking at
the possibility of using a
council-owned property
near the Roman Baths in
Bath as a new cafe and
restaurant.

A council report says
current catering arran-
gements do not provide
enough capacity for vis-
itors.

Greater white-toothed shrew

A shrew-d
discovery
SCIENTISTS have been sur-
prised by the discovery of a
variety of Irish shrew never
seen on the Emerald Isle be-
fore.

The tiny creature is the first
new mammal to be discovered
in Ireland in 44 years.

A researcher found skulls
belonging to the greater white-
toothed shrew while investi-
gating the diet of barn owls in
Tipperary and Limerick.

The skulls were in the birds’
pellets, packages of indigestible
prey remains regurgitated by
owls after they have eaten.

Weeds lead
to eviction
A WOMAN has been evicted
from her housing association
flat because weeds in her gar-
den became too overgrown.

The 29-year-old woman was
ordered to leave the ground
floor flat in Gathorne Cres-
cent, Yate, Bristol, because
the garden became so unruly
the weeds had reached the
windows of the flat above
her.

The flat is owned by Merlin
Housing Society which won a
possession order at Bristol
County Court in February.

£300m science park to be rolled out
A SCHOOL is installing solar
panels in a bid to reduce its
carbon footprint.

Ladymead Secondary School
in Cheddon Road, Taunton, is
installing 32 photo-voltaic cells
to generate energy for class-
rooms.

The panels will also be used
as a teaching tool to show how
carbon emissions can be re-
duced by using renewable en-
ergy.

Sunny outlook

Actor recovering in hospital after being involved in car crash

TV star Kris is
on mend from
accident ordeal

THE design of Bristol’s £300 mil-
lion science park will finally be
unveiled today at a ceremony
attended by business leaders, aca-
demics and politicians.

Models of the new park and its
first building, Spark One, will be
made public at a conference this
morning attended by Lord Sains-
bury, the UK’s leading expert on
science and innovation.

More than 120 businesses, uni-
versity and public sector leaders

have been invited to the event
which will be held at HP Labs in
Filton.

Lord Sainsbury, Hermann
Hauser, co-founder of Amadeus
Capital Partners and architect of
the Cambridge Phenomenon, and
Johnny Ball, science enthusiast
and TV presenter will be the
speakers.

They will discuss the major is-
sues facing Bristol and the sur-
rounding area including sustain-

able transport, the skills shortage
and public-private collaboration
across sectors.

Lord Sainsbury said: “Bristol
and the surrounding region is
known for its scientific heritage,
including its links with Brunel,
but the continuing impact of this
scientific culture is often under-
estimated.

“Its scientists remain at the
global leading edge of technolog-
ical developments.”

Real-life drama: Kris Marshall is treated
at the scene by paramedics, the TV
star, right, is recovering in hospital

By Jeff Wells
wdnews@bepp.co.uk

TELEVISION star Kris Mar-
shall was recovering in
hospital yesterday after being
involved in a car accident at

the weekend.
The 34-year-old, best known for his role

as son Nick in the BBC sitcom My Family,
suffered head injuries outside Bristol Hip-
podrome.

He was hit by a Volkswagen Polo in St
Augustine’s Parade at about 1am on Sun-
day. The area was cordoned off to traffic for
more than an hour, as two ambulances and
half a dozen police vehicles attended.

People swarmed around the incident,
which police later sealed off as part of
their investigation.

The city centre was busy with revellers
at the time.

The award-winning actor, who also
stars in the TV adverts for BT, was treated
at the scene by paramedics and taken to

Bristol Royal Infirmary
on a stretcher board.

A police spokesman
said yesterday: “Police
were called to a collision
between a car and a pedes-
trian shortly before 1am
on Sunday.

“A man in his 30s was
taken to hospital with
head injuries but they are
not considered to be life
threatening.

“Police spoke to the
driver who stopped imme-
diately after the collision.

Officers are now looking
into how the collision
happened.”

It is reported Marshall
suffered head injuries de-
scribed as serious, but the
actor was awake with his
family by his bedside yes-
terday.

Marshall was born in
Bath and grew up in
Malmesbury, but also
spent time in Canada and
Hong Kong as a child.

He attended Wells
Cathedral School, and af-

ter failing his A-levels, he
changed his name from
Christopher to Kris.

In a recent interview,
he said: “I go back to the
area fairly regularly as
my friends and parents
are still in Malmesbury
and my sister lives in
Wells.

“I also have a lot of
mates in Bristol, so I’ll
be doing the rounds and
visiting as many people
as I can while I’m at the
Theatre Royal.” The ac-

tor has starred in My
Family since 2000, and
won the Best Comedy
Newcomer gong at the
British Comedy Awards
in 2002 for his break-
through role.

More recently he has
been seen in a series of BT
adverts and a British hor-
ror comedy film Hotel
Caledonia.

He has also been re-
hearsing a play called Fat
Pig, and his earlier stage
performances included

The Revenger’s Tragedy.
Previous roles include
Colin Frissel in the
Richard Curtis hit film
Love, Actually, alongside
Hugh Grant and Alan
Rickman.

He played the young
Londoner who travelled
to America on a whim to
find true love and met the
girls of his dreams.

Marshall has also ap-
peared in ITV’s Dr Zhiva-
go, Murder City and Four
Feathers.

Stay ahead of
the latest moves
affecting your
child’s education.
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Body

Television star Kris Marshall was recovering in hospital yesterday after being involved in a car accident  at the 
weekend.

The 34-year-old, best known for his role as son Nick in the BBC sitcom My Family, suffered head injuries outside 
Bristol Hippodrome.

He was hit by a Volkswagen Polo in St Augustine's Parade at about 1am on Sunday. The area was cordoned off to 
traffic for more than an hour, as two ambulances and half a dozen police vehicles attended.

People swarmed around the incident, which police later sealed off as part of their investigation.

The city centre was busy with revellers at the time.

The award-winning actor, who also stars in the  TV adverts for BT, was treated at the scene by paramedics and 
taken to Bristol Royal Infirmary on a stretcher board.

A  police spokesman said yesterday: "Police were called to a collision between a car and a pedestrian shortly 
before 1am on Sunday.

"A man in his 30s was taken to hospital with head injuries but they are not considered to be life threatening.

"Police spoke to the driver who stopped immediately after the collision. Officers are now looking into how the 
collision happened."

It is reported  Marshall suffered head injuries described as serious, but the actor was awake with his family by his 
bedside yesterday.

Marshall was born in Bath and grew up in Malmesbury, but also spent time in Canada and Hong Kong as a child.

He attended Wells Cathedral School, and after failing his A-levels, he changed his name from Christopher to Kris.

In a recent interview, he said: "I go back to the area fairly regularly as my friends and parents are still in 
Malmesbury and my sister lives in Wells.
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"I also have a lot of mates in Bristol, so I'll be doing the rounds and visiting as many people as I can while I'm at the 
Theatre Royal." The actor has starred in My Family since 2000, and won  the Best Comedy Newcomer gong at the 
British Comedy Awards in 2002 for his breakthrough role.

More recently he has been seen in a series of BT adverts and a British horror comedy film  Hotel Caledonia.

He has also been rehearsing a play called Fat Pig, and his earlier stage performances included The Revenger's 
Tragedy. Previous roles include Colin Frissel in the Richard Curtis hit film  Love, Actually, alongside Hugh Grant 
and Alan Rickman.

He played the young Londoner who travelled to America on a whim to find true love and met the girls of his dreams.

Marshall  has also appeared in ITV's Dr Zhivago, Murder City and Four Feathers.
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BRITAINTesco has launched a
new labelling system that
shows shoppers the carbon
footprint of groceries.
The labels will allow

customers to compare the
goods’ green count in the
sameway they compare
prices and calorie content.
The informationwill appear

on 20 items across ranges of
Tesco own-brand light bulbs,
potatoes, orange juice and
washing detergent.
The products will carry a

footprint logo alongside the
carbon footprint figure, an
endorsement from the
government-fundedCarbon
Trust andTesco’s

commitment to reduce
carbon emissions.
The retailer plans to

extend the system if
customers respondwell to
the trial.
The carbon footprint

measure has been
developed by the Carbon
Trust andDepartment for
Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs in
collaborationwith BSI
British Standards.
Sir Terry Leahy, chief

executive of Tesco, said:
“Wewant to give our
customers the power to
make informed green
choices.”

‘Green’ labels show cost
of goods to environment

BRISTOLActorKrisMarshall
is expected to leave hospital in
the next couple of days after
sustaining a head injury in a
car accident.
Marshall, 35, was on a night

out in Bristol when hewas hit
by a car.
Hewas taken to hospital

where a scan revealed his
injuries were not
life-threatening.
A spokeswoman for the star,

pictured, who rose to fame in
BBC sitcomMyFamily and
who appears in BT adverts,
said that hewas in a stable condition.
She said: “He is expected to be dischargedwithin the next

couple of days.”
Marshall, pictured, also appeared in the filmLoveActually

and in the drama seriesMurder City.
Hewas crowned Best ComedyNewcomer six years ago at

the British ComedyAwards.

bTV star on mend after car hit him

JERSEYExperts are to
investigate underground
rooms at a former children’s
homewhere a child’s
remainswere found.
Police said

anthropologists and
archaeologists will begin the
excavation of cellar rooms at
Haute de leGarennewhere
bone fragments and teeth
were found. The bones have
been sent to Britain to find
their origin, and the teeth
will follow this week.
Fragments of a child’s skull
were found buried under a
stairwell in February.

bArchaeologists
probe horror
home’s cellars

NOTTINGHAMSHIREA siege
that was sparked after aman
took three hostages at a
house ended peacefully when
hewas taken into custody.
The 45-year-oldman

allegedly took aman, woman
and child hostage in Carlton-
in-Lindrick, nearWorksop.
He later released the three

captives but refused to leave
the house and threatened to
kill himself with a sword,
said police.
Houses in the street were

evacuated and a cordon set
upwhile trained negotiators
talked to theman.

bSiege over as
man is taken
into custody

SCOTLANDBusiness Secretary JohnHuttonwas visiting the
Grangemouth site today for talks with representatives of the
oil and gas industries andmembers of the Scottish Executive.
Theminister will alsomeet officials from Ineos, which

ownsGrangemouth, andUnite trade union, whosemembers
ended a 48-hour strike at 7am today.
MrHutton said: “Praise is in order for themany people

and organisationswho have acted responsibly andworked to
minimise disruption.”He said Scottishmotorists had heeded
advice not to panic buy fuel.

bMinister in talks over fuel strike

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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HE’S been branded the
bard of the bedsit and
poet laureate of misery…

but could Morrissey secretly be
a business guru?
Three academics claim lyrics

by the former Smiths frontman
could hold the key to under-
standing commerce.
They argue his unique under-

standing of human relation-
ships are as valuable in business
as they are in everyday life.
The authors of the paper –

called ‘Business Relationships
the Morrissey Way’ –
based their thesis on a
painstaking study of
more than 200 of the
48-year-old Mancu-
nian’s songs.
Their paper argues

that key themes in Mor-
rissey’s solo work, and work
with the Smiths, include ‘the
need for relationships’, ‘the im-
pact of power balance’, ‘rela-
tionship insecurity’ and ‘the
lengths people will go to sustain
relationships’.
All these ‘may have reso-

nance with business’, but have
not ‘previously been applied to
a business-to-business relation-
ship context’.
The authors – Martin Hin-

gley of Harper Adams Univer-
sity, Sheena Leek of the
Birmingham Business School,
andAdamLindgreen fromHull
University – have illustrated
their claims with a number of
specific lyrics from songs cover-
ing his 25 years inmusic.
In the Smiths classic How

Soon is Now? – ‘I am human
and I need to be loved, just like
everybody else does’ – reflects
the power big businesses like
supermarket chains hold over
their suppliers.
The authors also claim that

the song I Won’t Share You re-
flects the way powerful busi-
nesses ‘hold best suppliers close
and ideally (don’t) let them
tradewith other competitors’.
And the lyric ‘I can’t believe

that you’d ever care’, from
These Things Take Time,
points towards a ‘power
asymmetry in business-to-busi-
ness relationships in insecurity,
whereby weaker partners may
feel they are not good enough to
be in a relationship, or may be
supplanted by an organisation
with a better proposal’.
The paper – published in a

special edition of the British
Food Journal – met with some
scepticism from the business
world. Chris Fletcher, policy di-

rector at Greater
Manchester Chamber,
said: “My initial re-
sponse, to quote Mor-
rissey, would be,
‘What Difference
Does ItMake?’
“Having been a

Smiths fan since their early
days and working in business
for 20 years, I’ve never thought
ofMorrissey as a business guru.
I’ll have to listen to their albums
againmore carefully.”
A spokesman for Emerald

Group Publishing, which owns
the British Food Journal, said:
“The practical implication of
the study is that successful busi-
ness relationships can break
down, and gains can be quickly
reversed, thereby hurting the
value of the relationships.”
■ david.ottewell@men-news.co.uk

Morrissey . . . he’s
the business when it
comes to clever lyrics
■ Star’s songs ‘hold the
key to commerce’
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

■Academics study his
25-year music career

“I amhuman
and I need to
be loved, just
like everybody
elsedoes”
From How Soon Is Now?
reflects the power big
businesses like supermarket
chains hold over their
suppliers.

“I won’t
share

you, no”
From the Smiths I Won’t Share You,

reflects the way powerful
businesses “hold best suppliers

close and ideally [don’t] let them
trade with other competitors”.“I can’t

believe you’d
ever care”
From These Things Take Time,
points towards a “power
asymmetry in
business-to-business
relationships in insecurity,
whereby weaker partners may
feel they are not good enough
to be in a relationship, or may
be supplanted by an
organisation with a better
business proposal”.

EXCLUSIVE
DAVID OTTEWELL

‘I’ll have to
listen to
their
albums
again’

Seemore on this story on
ChannelMNews tonight

To have your say, log on to
manchestereveningnews.co.uk

Rosedale Road, pleaded guilty
to four counts of common
assault on minors in her
care when she appeared
at Stockport Magistrates’
Court.
Her lawyer apologised to the

children on her behalf and said
that she knew that her contact
with them had been inappropri-
ate.

He said that Thompson had
been under ‘considerable pres-
sure’ and often cared for up to
15 children under the age of
nine at any one time.
She is a former chair of the

Borough of Stockport Child-
minding Association, a former
governor at Broadstone Pri-
mary School, Heaton Chapel,
and was well known to Stock-
port council.
One parent, who did notwish

to be named, said they were

‘disgusted’ by what had hap-
pened.
She added: “You put your

children into this woman’s care
and this is what happens. It’s an
absolute disgrace.”
A fellow childminder who

knew Thompson described her
as ‘extremely domin-
eering’.
She added: “I have to say that

she was the type of childminder
who we weren’t that surprised
to hear had done this.”

In Thompson’s last
childminding report, inspectors
from Ofsted judged her to be
‘good’ overall and ‘out-
standing’ in supporting chil-
dren to make a ‘positive contri-
bution’.”
She was bailed and will be

sentenced onMay 20.
When he was approached

at their home, Thompson’s
husband refused to
comment.
■mike.keegan@men-news.co.uk

Childminder guilty of smacking children
FROM PAGE 1
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St Paul’s School for boys in
Barnes, southwest London, and
Eton, in Windsor, said they
would refuse to submit their
pupils’ GCSE and A-level results
to the Independent Schools
Council for publication in annual
exam league tables this summer
because they do not give a true
picture of academic achievement.

The Prime Minister is to upgrade
cannabis to a Class B drug,
rejecting advice from the
Advisory Council on the Misuse
of Drugs that it should remain in
Class C. Ministers will argue that
its downgrading, in 2004, made
people think it had been legalised.
Gordon Brown wants to make
clear that cannabis is harmful.

Exam tables boycott

Two teenagers who murdered a
young woman because she was
dressed as a Goth were jailed for
life (Russell Jenkins writes).
Sophie Lancaster, 20, who

wore dyed dreadlocks, facial
piercings and dark clothes, had
begged a gang of youths to stop
beating her boyfriend, Robert
Maltby, an art student also
dressed as a Goth. Two of the
gang turned on Miss Lancaster
as she cradled her unconscious
boyfriend’s head on her lap in a
park in Bacup, Lancashire, last
August. Judge Anthony Russell,
QC, yesterday told Ryan
Herbert, 16, and Brendan Harris,
15, both from Bacup, that they
would serve a minimum of 16
years and three months and 17
years and 106 days respectively.

Curb on home loans

George Osborne provoked a confron-
tation with the unions last night by
suggesting that a Tory administration
could introduce new measures to curb
their power.
The Conservatives were considering

reforms to employment legislation as
a matter of “urgency” because of the
threat of widespread unrest in the
public sector over pay, the Shadow
Chancellor said yesterday.
“I think the public service unions

have grown too powerful. We would
also look at any changes that need to
be made in employment legislation.
We are still in the process of looking
at what the changes might be,” he told
reporters on a visit to a business con-
ference in Liverpool.
Mr Osborne’s aides sought later to

downplay his remarks, insisting that
there were no firm proposals on em-
ployment law under discussion.
Nevertheless, his comments pro-

voked a wave of anger from the
unions, which accused him of harking
back to Thatcherism. They also
contrast with the recent appointment
by David Cameron of an envoy to
build links with the union movement.
Last month the Tory leader said

that he was “delighted” to announce
the appointment of Richard Balfe “to
help develop our relations with the
trade union and co-operative move-
ment. I have always said that free
enterprise and the co-operative princi-
ple are partners, not adversaries, and
co-operatives have an important role
to play in public service reform by
bringing dynamism without the loss of
public ethos,” the Tory leader said.
Mr Osborne, who spoke after

addressing the British Chambers of
Commerce annual conference, made
his comments as industrial unrest was
moving up the political agenda.
Serious disruption hit schools, Job-

centres and benefits offices last week
and this week a dispute over pensions
closed the Grangemouth oil refinery.
Mr Osborne said that he had some

sympathy for workers who faced the
loss of final-salary pension schemes,
as is the case at Grangemouth. But he
blamed the Prime Minister for his ac-
tions as Chancellor when he made
changes to pension taxation. He said:
“The culprit is Gordon Brown after his
pension tax raid which has put compa-
nies under enormous strain.”
The Shadow Chancellor also

wanted to bring in more private sector
companies to deliver public services to
“change the culture of public services”,
which he accused of being monolithic
and vulnerable to strong unions.
He said: “Within a structure of pro-

viding free education and services, it
would help to improve productivity
and help make services less monolith-
ic.” Mr Osborne said that a cultural
change was necessary because the
public services were not delivering,
despite having received a considerable
amount of public money.
Unions rounded on Mr Osborne’s

threat of employment law reform.
Brendan Barber, TUC General Secre-
tary, said: “This is a serious gaffe. If Mr
Osborne is saying that employees will

no longer be able to defend them-
selves against cuts in their pensions,
he is giving a green light to corporate
raiders eyeing companies with well-
funded pension schemes.
“The prospect of such a fundamen-

tal shift in industrial relations could
well make responsible companies won-
der whether they should keep a good
pension scheme if it simply makes
them more of a takeover target. Mr
Osborne is seriously out of touch if he
thinks people go on strike ‘at the drop
of a hat’.
“The truth is that strike action is al-

ways a last resort, and employees only
give up their pay in today’s world of
mortgages and rising bills after con-
siderable thought and due process in-
volving a ballot and notice.”
Tony Woodley, joint general secre-

tary of Unite, said: “These remarks
show that David Cameron’s Tories are
still wedded to the 1980s agenda of pri-
vatisation and union bashing. It seems
the modernisation of Tory thinking
hasn’t yet begun.”
Dave Prentis, Unison’s general sec-

retary, said: “Mr Osborne has just
shown us the Tories’ true colours.
They want to weight everything in fa-
vour of big business. If they had their
way, they would allow their business
pals to get rich on the pickings of the
public sector and leave the workforce
undefended and at the mercy of mar-
ket forces. No one, except the Tories,
wants to go back to the bad old days of
Thatcherism.”

Pugh

Actor in car accident

Cannabis re-grade

Refinery oil strikers may
walk out again next week

“I’ll put that down
as a ‘maybe’ ”

Life for teenagers
whomurderedGoth

The actor Kris Marshall, 34, is
recovering in intensive care after
being hit by a car (Simon de
Bruxelles writes). Best known for
his roles in the BBC comedy My
Family and advertisements for
British Telecom, he was knocked
down in the early hours of
Sunday in Bristol. The driver is
not thought to be facing charges.

DAVID MOIR / REUTERS

Angus Macleod, David Lister

Fears were mounting last night that
workers at the Grangemouth oil refin-
ery could go back on strike within
days, raising the prospect of further
disruption to motorists and a pro-
longed period of uncertainty for the
economy.
As the 1,200 striking workers pre-

pared to end their industrial action yes-
terday, oil prices surged to a record
high on world markets of just under
$120 (£60) a barrel, driven by growing
anxieties over threats to supply, includ-
ing the situation in Scotland and sup-
ply problems in Nigeria.
The 1,200 striking workers at

Grangemouth, Britain’s third-largest
oil refinery, were expected to return to
work this morning after their 48-hour
walkout in a pensions row with Ineos,
the site’s owner, amid growing specula-
tion that a similar walkout may be
staged next week once the seven-day
legal notice period is complete.
Gordon Brown was expected to dis-

cuss the crisis with Alex Salmond, the
Scottish First Minister, at a meeting in
Westminster last night as an extra
65,000 tonnes of fuel from European
ports began to arrive in Scotland to re-

lieve pressure on forecourts. The
dramatic rise in oil prices is due also to
supply problems in Nigeria as well as
Grangemouth, where the dispute has
forced BP to shut down the neighbour-
ing Forties pipeline, which supplies
nearly 40 per cent of the UK’s oil and
gas. Although Grangemouth will re-
turn to some kind of normality today,
the dispute means that it will take at
least a week to get back to full produc-
tion.
There was no sign last night that the

two sides were any closer to reopening
talks. Phil McNulty, the union’s na-
tional officer, said: “We want to negoti-
ate, there is no doubt about that, but
we won’t give in on this.”
Jim Ratcliffe, Ineos’s billionaire

chairman, visited Grangemouth yester-
day for discussions with management.
A company spokesman would not be
drawn on the outcome, but observers
seized on it as evidence of a renewed
drive to find a solution.
Gordon Brown repeated his call for

the workers and management to re-
turn to arbitration. The union, how-
ever, has said that for that to happen,
the management would have to with-
draw their August 1 deadline for the
planned pension scheme changes.

Osborne antagonises the unions
with threat to curb their power
WConservatives seek
employment law reform

WComments denounced
as return to Thatcherism

Christine Buckley Industrial Editor
Francis Elliott

Refinery workers at Grangemouth were due back at work today, but there could be another walkout next week

Two of the biggest mortgage
lenders, Abbey and Nationwide,
have imposed further restrictions
on home loans, penalising
borrowers who own less than 10
per cent of the equity in their
property. The changes reflect
growing concern among lenders
that house prices are set to fall
further.

4 News THE TIMES Tuesday April 29 2008
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He’s such a
lovely fella, I
can’t wait to
work with him
properly, says
TV’s Stacey

GAVIN and Stacey star Joanna
Page is to be reunited with her new
co-star Kris Marshall tomorrow,
just days after he was injured in a
road accident.

Page is starring alongside Mar-
shall in the new West End show,
Fat Pig.

But while the
Welsh actress and
the rest of the cast
met in London for
the first rehearsal on
Monday, Marshall
was recovering in
hospital in Bristol
after sustaining a
head injury.

The 35-year-old
My Family star, who
also features in the
BT adverts, was on a
night out in Bristol
city centre on Sat-
urday when he was
hit by a car.

He was taken to Bristol Royal
Infirmary where a scan revealed
his injuries were not life-threat-
ening.

Page, who is one of the coun-
try’s most sought-after young act-
resses thanks to her role in the
Bafta Award-winning BBC3 sit-
com, said she was looking forward
to rehearsing with Marshall.

She told the Western Mail yes-
terday: “We were all quite shocked
when we were told about the ac-

cident but he is back with us on
Thursday.

“He is conscious and apparently
one of the first things he was
talking about was work and the
play. He’s doing very well.”

The 31-year-old, who is ori-
ginally from
Swansea, and Mar-
shall both appeared
in the hit 2003
Richard Curtis film
Love Actually – but
they didn’t share
any scenes.

Page had to strip
for the role of Judy, a
porn film stand-
in, while Marshall
was unlucky-in-
love Colin, who was
flying to America to
try his luck with the
ladies.

The box office hit
featured a wealth of British talent
and also starred Colin Firth, Hugh
Grant, Emma Thompson, Liam
Neeson, Alan Rickman and Keira
Knightley.

Page said of Marshall: “He is
such a lovely fella so I can’t
wait to be working with him prop-
erly.”

Their new play, Fat Pig, is about
Tom (played by Robert Webb,
from comedy duo Mitchell and
Webb) who feels an instant con-
nection when he meets Helen (Ella

Smith), who happens to be
plus-sized.

Soon the jokes start to fly from
Tom’s office buddies Carter and
Jeannie, played by Marshall and
Page.

The play opens for previews at
the Trafalgar Studios in London on
May 16 before the official opening
night on May 27.

Although Page has starred in
many productions at the Royal

National Theatre, it is her first
stage role since she shot to fame in
Gavin and Stacey.

And while she’s keen to take on
a rather different role as office

worker Jeannie, she’s also looking
forward to returning to the role
that’s brought her stardom after
the curtain falls for the last time in
September.

While the future for Gavin and
Stacey remains uncertain, there
will definitely be a Christmas spe-
cial, which is being recorded in
October.

“The Christmas special is def-
initely going ahead and we will be
filming for three weeks in Oc-
tober,” said Page.

“It will be a really exciting thing
to do but after that I have no idea
what will happen.”

Marshall, who won a British
Comedy Award for 2002
for Best Comedy Newcomer,
has also appeared in the drama
Murder City, with Amanda
Donahoe, and the ITV drama
Sold.

One of his last stage perform-
ances was in Treats, alongside
Billie Piper and her new husband
Laurence Fox.

Marshall’s new film Hotel
Caledonia, is a British horror
comedy, in which he plays a sea-
sonal worker in a remote Scottish
hotel.

Karen Price
Chief Arts Correspondent karen.price@mediawales.co.uk

Shock for Swansea-born actress
Joanna as co-star Kris is hit by car

WESTEND:Gavin and Stacey star Joanna Page is due to co-star on stage with Kris Marshall, left

INJURED: An ambulanceman
attends Kris Marshall in Bristol

Joanna Page shakes
off Stacey at last

Don’t miss this week’s
Wales On Sunday

Girl, 16, ‘found hanged’
A 16-YEAR-OLD girl has been found dead in
Swansea. It is understood she was found hanged.

In a statement issued yesterday, a spokesman for
South Wales Police, said: “We are investigating the
sudden death of a 16-year-old girl whose body was
found at the rear of a premises in Mansel Street,
where, it is believed, she was staying at the time.

“There are no suspicious circumstances. The next
of kin and the Swansea coroner have been informed of
the death.”

Her body was discovered last Thursday morning. It
is believed the girl was not living with her family at the
time of her death.

Great News for Holidaymakers

Tutankhamun &

The Golden Age of
The Pharaohs

24 May, 28 June,
26 July & 23 Aug

2 days from £109.95
Return coach from a range of local pick up points
One night in a twin room with private facilities
Half board
Entry to King Tutankhamun exhibition
Single supplement £25
Services of a tour representative

Organised by Omega Holidays ABTA No V4782

•
•
•
•
•
•

RING TODAY FOR FURTHER DETAILS

(029) 2031 4831
Please specify which departure is of interest

when ordering your brochure
www.icwales.co.uk/holidays
saffron.herbert@mediawales.co.uk

Auction -Sat 3rd May, 10am

Viewing Friday prior 3 - 7pm and Morning of Sale
Flamed Mahogany Inlaid Corner Cupboard, Oak refectory Table &
6 Leather Back Chairs, 3 Piece Inlaid Mahogany Salon Suite,
Regency Bergiere Planter, Victorian Sofa Table, Vic, Mahogany Hall
Chairs, Oak Bureau Bookcase, Mahogany Inlaid Music Cabinets,
Display Cabinets, Modern Furniture, 3 Piece Suites, inc, Leather,
Bedroom furniture, Chinese Rugs, China, Jewellery, Paintings.

Items posted on web site Thursday -approx. 7pm
PART&COMPLETEHOUSECLEARANCES

THROUGHOUTWALES

Telephone: 01558 823430; Mobile: 07773 226702
E-mail: enquiries@jonesllewelyn.freeserve.co.uk

Web Site: www.jonesllewelyn.freeserve.co.uk

LLANDYBIEPUBLICMEMORIALHALL

50274659

Please call Nicola on
0844 4530102

Our Business is Growing
Faster than Ever

Your Choice

£500 per month
£500 per week
£500 per day

EARN
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Phil Vickery:THAT BIKINI SHOT: But
Fern laughed off all the jibes about it
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TELLY favourite Fern Britton confessed last night that her dramatic weight loss is down to a GASTRIC BAND-
and NOT exercise and sensible eating. 
 
Her sensational admission will stun millions of fans who watched the ITV1 This Morning star shed FIVE
STONE-while telling them she did it all the healthy way. 
 
Even when the News of the World discovered her secret yesterday she continued to claim she hadnt had the
op. 
 
In a dramatic day, Ferns agent John Rush fiercely DENIED the story when we put it to him. 
 
He staunchly declared: "This story is preposterous and utterly untrue! If you publish it, it is a libellous
statement." 
 
But just eight hours later, mum-of-four Fern-who dropped from a size 22 to a size 16-publicly ADMITTED shed
had a band fitted. 
 
In a statement issued through Rush, the 50-year-old star said: "As I know, many people are interested in my
weight loss over the past two years. 
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"As interest is so high Im making public, as a personal choice, that I had a gastric band operation two years
ago. I did this purely for myself and I would not wish to influence others to do the same. But for me it has
worked and I am very pleased with the results." 
 
Fern, who earns Pounds 700,000 a year for her four-day-a-week telly job, is currently on holiday with her TV
chef husband Phil Vickery. 
 
She has spent the last two years preaching to viewers about the benefits of her diet changes and cycling
regime. 
 
And she has appeared in a string of magazine articles openly advising women on the best methods to get fit
and lose weight naturally. The presenter even LAUGHED OFF rumours that shed resorted to cosmetic surgery
to lose weight, in an interview with Now magazine. 
 
She said: "Ive always said Im not a fan of dieting, so I just ate a bit healthier and took up cycling to work. 
 
"Ive heard a rumour that another celeb has been saying Ive had liposuction. Thats hilarious! Its taken me two
years and a lot of hard work. I can wear my bikini with pride." 
 
She told the magazine she had swapped cream for creme fraiche, saving 140 cals per serving, and was now
sharing puddings. 
 
The celeb, who hosts This Morning with Phillip Schofield, also released an exercise video, Lynne Robinsons
Everyday Pilates with Fern Britton-which became a best-seller. 
 
Even husband Phil, 46, recently said: "Fern has lost a lot of weight through cycling, walking the dog and not
eating too much, simple as that." 
 
Her admission will be a huge blow for ITV, which was recently fined heavily for telly cons. Millions will now
have little trust in what she says. 
 
Last night an ITV spokesman said: "We werent aware of this matter-over the last two years Fern has cycled
down the Nile, she exercises most days and has a very healthy lifestyle and healthy diet. As far as were
concerned, she lives and breathes what she talks about." 
 
The spokesman refused to say what bosses would do about it. But he added: "This is not a con." 
 
The shock news comes just four weeks after we told how This Mornings celeb interviewer Alison Hammond-a
size 32-had also secretly had a gastric band op. 
 
Bikini 
 
She also told viewers it was down to diet and exercise. When Fern was at her largest, she claimed to be
comfortable with her body-even appearing in jokey TV ads for Ryvita Minis, where her head was put on a slim
womans body. 
 
In 2005, when she was snapped in her bikini in an unflattering photo on a beach in Cornwall, she simply
laughed off the jibes. 
 
And she insisted she was never miserable, saying: "You can tell there are people watching me and thinking,
Oh, the poor tubby woman must go home and sob her heart out over her size. But its just not true." 
 
james.desborough@notw.co.uk
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Fern Britton, the likeable presenter of This Morning, has been shrinking before viewers eyes for the past year or so. Her
total weight loss has amounted to five stone, from a size 22 (obese) to a size 16 (curvy but normal). Given that she
appears in peoples sitting rooms for a couple of hours every morning, there was enormous interest in how she was
achieving the dramatic shrinkage, and a great deal of speculation. 

It is possible to lose five stone by natural means - I did it myself a couple of years ago, by dumping sugar and
carbohydrates - and Britton did indeed make little noises about "healthy eating" and the joys of cycling (though last week
she denied having spoken about her weight-loss methods and says the relevant quotes were invented by journalists). 

It now turns out, courtesy of the News of the World, that Britton was a little economical with the actualite and, in fact, had
a gastric band fitted two years ago. 

Cue outrage. Shes "a big fat liar", "a fibber", "dishonest" and worse, according to commentators. Part of the outcry
centres on Brittons contract with Ryvita, which she endorses in exchange for Pounds 200,000 a year. 

Somebody has a problem but its not Britton - its the incensed public and its all-devouring sense of entitlement. The ads
for Ryvita involve playful and obvious image manipulation: Brittons round head superimposed on a tiny little stick body.
Youd have to be extraordinarily stupid to take the resulting image as fact, diet or no diet, gastric band or not. Besides,
even people with gastric bands need to eat, and frankly youre better off nibbling Ryvita than falling face first into a bucket
of doughnuts. 

I dont see how Britton has been dishonest, except in her entirely understandable refusal to "share" intimate details of her
life. Personally, Im all for less "sharing" (which, according to a report last week, is bad for you: being buttoned up is better
for your health, as is picking yourself up and getting on with it. Alas, both are a dying art). 

Im bandying the words "gastric band" about breezily, but having one fitted is a serious piece of surgery. It can have
unlovely side effects. Its not something anybody goes into lightly, or a procedure that is recommended as anything other
than a last resort. I would say that it is for people in despair. 

Britton, for all her chirpy self-deprecation and proclamations of being happy with her original size, was clearly anything
but, and no wonder. There is no such thing as a clinically obese woman who loves her body. There are just varying
degrees of self-delusion, interspersed with the odd bolt of misery and self-disgust. 

Britton is known for seeming jolly and friendly and approachable - but really her ability to persuade millions of women that
she is their best friend has everything to do with her skills as a television presenter and nothing to do with real life. 

Surely what a person, famous or otherwise, chooses to do with their internal organs is their business and nobody elses.
"Next time I have a facelift or haemorrhoids or something, Ill ring the Sunday papers straight away," Britton said after the
News of the World story. 

All of this fuss is tied up with the publics weird and stalkerish desire to own famous people, and to fly into rages if famous
people try to hold something back. The assumption is that anyone who puts herself in the public eye is some kind of
exhibitionistic freak who "asks for it" and is automatically fair game. 93
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Why should this be true? Does being 20 years old and top of your class at Rada mean theres a part of you that longs for
people to go through your bins at night? Does being good at writing music mean you secretly want people to sleep with
you and then tell the papers how rubbish you were in bed? What are people supposed to do with their talents, if the
rewards include having your life ripped apart in public? 

No wonder were getting so many useless wannabes: the talented ones are probably quaking with fear and planning a
career behind the scenes - and whod blame them? 

Some people manage in the eye of the storm: little is known, for instance, about Bob Dylans personal life. He is thought
to live possibly in California, possibly by himself, possibly not. But then, hes Bob Dylan. The majority of "stars" find
themselves flattered by media attention, and almost all feel that they are able to "play the game" and win. 

The other day at a party I met a young man whose undeniable talent has made him an overnight TV celebrity. I was
outside having a cigarette when he arrived, and witnessed the whole paparazzi-frenzy thing as he stepped out of his taxi. 

Later I asked him whether he enjoyed it, and where he thought it would lead. He quite liked the attention, he said, though
it was annoying, too - hed wanted to bring a female friend as his guest but didnt because he knew any woman
photographed with him would be on the next days front pages as his "girlfriend" and it just wasnt worth the hassle.
Otherwise, yes, it was fun; and besides, he knew how to deal with it: he had it all worked out. Poor innocent fool. 

Admittedly the issue gets confused when we come across celebs who seem more addicted to fame than they are even to
the old class As. The former child actress Lindsay Lohan, for instance, who, fresh out of rehab and with the whole of the
California property market at her disposal, chooses to live at the Chateau Marmont, the worlds most louche hotel. Or
Britney Spears, poor thing, who even in the throes of a public breakdown somehow finds time to start a relationship with
one of the photographers who both hound her and give her a reason for living. 

Britton, middle-aged British telly presenter and housewives favourite, is not Spears. She seems sufficiently well adjusted
not to be verbally or emotionally incontinent, or so needy that seeing her face in the paper gives her a reason to get out
of bed in the morning. Shes friendly and pleasant and reads the Autocue very nicely. She doesnt want to be ours, to be
eaten up and spat out; she just wants to do the job shes good at and then retreat into her private life. 

The public is making that difficult for her just because she has had a life changing piece of surgery in the mistaken belief
that her gastrointestinal tract is her own, to do with as she sees fit. Apparently not. Which says a lot about the great
British public, none of it impressive. 

india.knight@sunday-times.co.uk
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So what should Fern Britton have done rather than keep shtoom about her five-stone weight loss being due to a gastric
band operation? Maybe she could have had the fat lipo-ed out live on This Morning and then presented to the public in
jars. 

Alternatively, we could have all minded our own business and allowed a 50-year-old professional woman and mother of
four to make her own decisions about when to make public a private health matter. And maybe it says more about us
than it does about Fern Britton that, of the two, this latter option seems the most outlandish. 

Why didnt Britton say she was planning to have this operation? Probably for the same reason Anne Diamond didnt a few
years ago - the obese public persons eternal stigma of shame and embarrassment. As the operation was a success,
there would surely have been some kind of announcement sooner or later. Still, why couldnt it have been in Brittons own
time and why all the aggression? 

Had a gay celebrity been outed in so violent and accusatory a manner there would have been uproar. None of this: You
lied, you let us down, we believed in your heterosexuality baloney. Indeed, with any gay outing these days, people fall
over themselves to show how understanding and modern thinking they are. Its with the weight-loss outing that the
Neanderthal comes out. 

I have observed before that, these days, fat is beyond feminist, it is a cultural issue. Just as the rich look even richer
when theyre thin, the poor look even poorer when theyre fat. The whole mess is fuelled by an increasing sense of public
ownership of peoples weight problems, that eerie feeling that an individuals fat is not their own, to accept or get rid of as
they see fit, but a public (nationalised?) entity: British Gas, British Fat. Hey, its all the same thing. 

Before she lost weight, Brittons bigness was always cited as a major factor in her mass appeal, when the truth is, Britton
is simply an excellent TV presenter. The same skewed rationale now applies to her weight loss: had she done it the hard
way, runs the argument, it would have been all right, as if starving yourself like a twit were somehow more noble and
righteous than having an operation in a controlled medical environment. 

T he fact is, a woman of Brittons size and age would have had to embark on a fairly extreme and gruelling regime to lose
five stone. Hence, one presumes, the discreet decision to go another way. What Britton didnt factor in was that the
obesity epidemic has, in recent times, given rise to a sinister transparency vibe. 

Just as MPs now have to declare every expense, it seems that everyone (especially celebrities and especially females)
has to explain every little ounce gained and lost and God forbid they attempt to duck this most grave public
accountability. 

This may be why the public seems to have become en masse diet saboteurs, gorging on people gaining weight and
panicking and accusing when they get it off. Indeed, it is this ambivalent attitude to female public weight that makes me
admire Britton for having her gastric band operation and say phooey to whether she initially admitted it or not. 

For let us remember that, rarely among public females, Britton received the ultimate accolade - the free pass to be fat.
Fern, along with Dawn French and, more recently, Beth Ditto, has long been applauded as the poster girl for fat sexiness.
And yet here Britton is rejecting it and rightly so for the patronising tokenist guff it actually is. She preferred to slim down 95
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and become healthy for herself and her children, to live a real life, not some quasi-misogynist fantasy - Oh Fern, Our Fat
Queen. 

This is what Ditto, who is proud of her weight, and has criticised Britton for slimming down, should realise: that a
significant proportion of this public outrage about Brittons operation is the same dreary old story of female control and
manipulation. 

Let us recap. We, the public, allowed Fern Britton to be fat, she was celebrated for being fat, she was fat with our
permission. How incredibly nice of us! And what happens - the ungrateful baggage just goes and throws it back in our
faces. Well, good for her. 

In the meantime, maybe Fern could check her own bottom for some kind of branding-iron stamp, an indication that at
some point she was sold in a slave market and is someone elses property. If not, big or small, fat or thin, every inch of
her body is still her own.
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Ryvita is completely right to stand by its brand ambassador, TV presenter Fern Britton, following her admission that she
had been fitted with a gastric band. Britton was not signed up for her weight loss; indeed it was quite the opposite. She
was drafted in to re-engineer the brands heritage. The "Big taste mini waist" TV campaign where her face was
superimposed onto a slimline body achieved great success for Ryvita. The brand may of course quietly drop her
sometime in the future, as is often the case in this kind of situation. I do hope not. 

Lucy Barrett is editor of Marketing
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A SURGEON has received a "400 per cent" rise in inquiries about gastric bands since Fern Britton revealed she lost five
stone after the procedure. David Hewin, consultant at Gloucestershire Royal Hospital, said the "Fern factor" prompted 20
new calls. The 50-year-old This Morning presenter said last week her figure was not just down to dieting..
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SO what if large TV person - and advertiser of slimming treats - Fern Britton lost five stone after an op? 

I know someone who woke up after an op and found that he had lost two stone, yet no one is slagging him off. 

Probably because it would be exceptionally cruel to slag off the victim of a tragic medical blunder.
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THIS Morning star Phillip Schofield will host the ITV1 show on his own today - as Fern Britton refuses to return after a
row over her gastric band op. 

Bosses expected Fern, 50, back yesterday. But Ruth Langsford, 47 - who stood in after Fern walked last Tuesday - yet
again took the helm.

But she is busy today, leaving Phillip, 46, on his own. 

Sources say Fern, seen shopping near her Bucks home yesterday, has slumped into a deep depression over the weight-
loss surgery row. 

An insider said: "She is at rock bottom and still fuming with ITV chiefs for not backing her over the operation." 

Bosses were annoyed Fern kept it secret - until it was exposed last week. But she felt it was a personal matter.
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Fern Britton will not appear on ITV1s This Morning for the immediate future following disclosures about her weight loss
helped by a gastric band. It is thought she is suffering from nervous exhaustion.
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FERN Britton was due to return to the This Morning sofa today. 

The presenter left show bosses panicking when she walked out following the row over her gastric band last week. 

Mum-of-four Fern, 50, has since been lying low at home while stand-in Ruth Langsford covers for her. 

But Ferns co-star Phillip Schofield, 46, hosted the show by himself yesterday as Ruth was busy. 

Phillip, below, joked to viewers: "Im flying solo today. I may get a few beers on the couch." 

But Fern was due to return after refusing to set a date for her comeback. Pals said she was sent into a depression after
being forced to confirm she had had the drastic gastric band op two years ago, leading to her five stone weight loss.
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FERN Britton cried off copresenting the This Morning show yesterday, blaming stress caused by the row over her gastric-
band operation. But her ITV bosses insisted last night she would be back again today after being given some time off.
Britton, 50, amazed viewers in recent months by rapidly slimming from a size 22 to a size 16 n which had previously been
attributed to healthy eating and cycling. She faced criticism from fans after admitting to the operation last week. Some
even demanded she be sacked. The television host left co-presenter Phillip Schofield alone on the sofa yesterday,
despite already having taken a two-day break last week and a family holiday last month. A spokeswoman for This
Morning said: "Fern is having some time off. "This is a temporary measure and it is categorically untrue that she will not
be returning. This is just a stressful time for her." Britton told viewers last week that she did not feel the need to "tell
everybody" when she initially had surgery, and only decided to go public after a Sunday newspaper said it planned to run
the story. She underwent gastric banding in 2006. The presenter added that the decision was "personal" and that only
five people knew about the operation, including her TV chef husband Phil Vickery. She added that she had spoken very
carefully about eating less and exercising more and that what she had said about her weight loss on TV was "absolutely
true." The ITV host even made light of the situation, joking: "If I have a face-lift or haemorrhoids or something, I will be
sure to ring the Sunday papers straightaway." But the mother of four is thought to be "exhausted and depressed" after
many fans turned on her. Television websites were deluged by This Morning viewers saying they felt cheated by Britton.
One woman said: "I am so disappointed. I had empathised with her as I have lost four stones in the time she has. I wish
people would be honest. I feel a bit cheated somehow." Britton is still the face and body of Ryvita Minis snacks, a deal
thought to be worth pounds 200,000 a year. The health food company is standing by its brand ambassador. The
revelation of her surgery has led to a huge increase in the number of people considering the stomachshrinking
procedure. Top stomach surgeon David Hewin admitted this week that hed had a 400 per cent rise in inquiries about
gastric bands. Daily Express columnist Vanessa Feltz has offered her sympathy. "It isnt easy being fat and famous and I
should know, " said the columnist who has battled with her own weight issues over the years.
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Blair to back
Miliband,not
‘lightweight’
Johnson, as
Labour heir

By Simon Walters
POLITICAL EDITOR

CULTURE Secretary Tessa Jowell is
poised to enter the race to become
Labour’s next deputy leader – triggering 
a ‘battle of the Blair Babes’ contest with
Cabinet rival Harriet Harman.

Ms Jowell, a Blair loyalist, is expected 
to use an interview in this week’s New
Statesman to throw her hat in the ring,
setting the scene for a ferocious tussle
with Justice Minister Ms Harman, a 
strong ally of Chancellor Gordon Brown. 

Friends of Ms Jowell, 58, say she is
determined to stand in spite of the 
ongoing scandal surrounding her
estranged husband David Mills, who 
faces prosecution for corruption in Italy. 

A close friend said: ‘Tessa wants to go for
it. She feels she needs to get her name out
there before conference.’

. . . and Tessa will
take on Harriet in
‘Battle of Babes’

2006RyderCup
8-page pullout
inside Football
on Sunday

ALAN JOHNSON’S prospects of succeed-
ing Tony Blair suffered a major blow last
night after it emerged that the Prime
Minister thinks he is too ‘lightweight’ to
run the country.

Cabinet sources have told The Mail on
Sunday that Mr Blair sees Environment
Secretary David Miliband, not Mr Johnson,
as his ideal successor.

‘Tony feels that Alan is good but has far too
little experience to become Prime Minister,’ 
said one source. ‘He says he is a lightweight and
too much of an unknown quantity. You cannot
aspire to be Prime Minister unless you have been
tested – and Alan hasn’t.’

Instead, the PM is ready to throw his weight
behind the even less well known figure of Mr
Miliband, who ran Mr Blair’s Downing Street
policy unit when Labour was elected in 1997.

The son of former Marxist academic Ralph
Miliband, he is renowned for his intellect but
critics question whether he has the charisma to
be Prime Minister.

One Labour MP said: ‘David is bright enough to
be Prime Minister but he is too much like a
boffin. He is Labour’s John Redwood.’

Mr Miliband, who at 41 is 15 years younger than
Education Secretary Mr Johnson, was accused
by some Ministers of triggering the Labour lead-
ership crisis two weeks ago by being the first
Cabinet Minister to state publicly that Mr Blair
would be gone in 12 months. 

A week later he ruled himself out of standing
for the Labour leadership or deputy leadership
and threw his weight behind Mr Brown, saying he
would be a ‘very good leader’. However, some

Labour officials believe it was a deliberate
manoeuvre by Mr Miliband to pre-empt any
speculation about his own ambitions and leave
room to enter the contest at a much later stage if
the Chancellor falters.

One source said: ‘David is brilliant, much more
personable than he seems, and knows how to
revive New Labour. For all his common touch, I
don’t think Johnson could do that.’

Claims that Mr Johnson is on the brink of
launching a Labour leadership campaign were
bolstered last night after it was revealed how a
Labour spin doctor has already set up websites to
be used if he throws his hat in the ring.

Earlier this month, Labour aide David Taylor
registered four websites under the heading
‘Johnson 4leader’, as well as another website,
Keep The Faith, urging Party supporters to back
Mr Blair’s decision to refuse to hand over to
Gordon Brown now.

Mr Taylor said last night: ‘This is not a
Machiavellian plot. I registered the websites to
stop our political opponents abusing them. I have
nothing to do with Alan Johnson.’

Meanwhile, Mr Brown stepped up his campaign
to win over Labour Ministers following last
week’s claim by former Cabinet colleague Charles
Clarke that he was unfit to be Prime Minister. 

Brown phoned more than 20 junior Ministers
assuring them that when he became PM, their
views would not be ignored.

The Baltigate plotters: Page 15
The JFK of Slough Post Office: Pages 42, 43

SALES of The Mail on Sunday went
up last month to 2,285,632,
according to the latest figures
from the Audit Bureau of
Circulations. The new figure is
64,294 copies more than the
average sale in July and 13,156
more than August 2005.

Significantly, the increase
represents a half per cent rise in
the crucial six-monthly average,
giving a new level of 2,304,877.

Over the same period, sales of
The Mail on Sunday’s quality
rivals, The Sunday Times and 
The Sunday Telegraph, both fell 
by two per cent, and The Sunday
Express by 11 per cent.

The Sunday Times has increased
its price four times in the past 
18 months, to £2 – a full 60p

more than The Mail on Sunday.
The secret of our success? Great
value, with agenda-setting
exclusives such as the air
passengers’ mutiny over Asian
travellers and the electronic spy-
bugs in wheelie bins; two fabulous
magazines, plus terrific free gifts
such as today’s Wet Wet Wet
double CD and To Walk With Lions
and Attenborough DVDs. Sundays
don’t get much better than this.

Great magazines, the best
CDs...and real exclusives

CHALLENGER: Jowell wants to be Deputy 

If your Mail on Sunday is missing
any section it is not the fault of
your newsagent. Please call the

Helpline on freephone

0800 200 240
between 8am and 8pm

or e-mail us at
helpline@mailonsunday.co.uk

and we will send it to you
without delay.

AIR PRICES
(supplements not included):

Austria 84, Canada $4.25, Cyprus
CY£1.90, Denmark 33Kr, Italy 83.80,

Malta L1.10, Norway 40Kr,
Switzerland 6.50SF, USA $2.75. 

0800 200 240
HELPLINE:

TODAY’S UK
WEATHER

Cloudy, with risk of rain in
Scotland, the North and West.

Brighter in South and East

Weather in detail
PLUS John Kettley

Page 52

MAX
TEMP 23C

MIN
TEMP 17C

INSIDE

featuring Gordon
Ramsay, JC Novelli,
Tom Parker Bowles

THE 
FOOD ISSUE

THE 
SHAPE 

OF THINGS 
TO COME

London 
Fashion 

Week 
preview

PLUS

The pop
queen talks
movingly  
about her
cancer 
battle

The pop
queen talks
movingly  
about her
cancer 
battle

KYLIEKYLIE

PLUS
THE 

SHAPE 
OF THINGS 

TO COME
London 
Fashion 

Week 
preview

THE 
FOOD ISSUE
featuring Gordon
Ramsay, JC Novelli,
Tom Parker Bowles

3September 17, 2006  The Mail on Sunday

THE BLONDES: Fiona
McKechnie, above, and
Ingrid Tarrant, the
presenter’s wife of 15
years, left

The blonde
who is a ‘close
friend’ of Chris
Tarrant. So why
has his wife
never heard
of  her?

The blonde
who is a ‘close
friend’ of Chris
Tarrant. So why
has his wife
never heard
of  her?

THIS is the attractive blonde at the 
centre of Chris Tarrant’s marriage
problems.

Fiona McKechnie, a schoolteacher in
her 50s and a trustee of a charity where
Tarrant is a high-profile patron, is the
reason the presenter has had so much
explaining to do to his long-suffering
wife Ingrid.

Miss McKechnie is said to have been a
close friend of Tarrant’s for some years and
the friendship is believed to be a source of
tension within his 15-year marriage.

At the family mansion near Esher, Surrey,
51-year-old Ingrid said last night: ‘I have
never heard of this woman, though
I know about the charity. Chris is a
patron. I really have no idea. But
they do say the wife is usually the
last to know.

‘I have spoken to Chris today and
he’s denied having a relationship
with anyone else. I’ll just have to
wait and see the evidence and
weigh it all up.

‘My big concern is the children.
Chris and I are adults. We’ve had
humdinger rows and break-ups
before but we’ve always come back
together in the end. I don’t know
what I would do if this latest allega-
tion was true, but I’ll deal with that
after I’ve seen what is written.’

Last night a spokesman for Tar-
rant, asked about the rumoured 
liaison with Miss McKechnie,
would say only: ‘Chris Tarrant
absolutely believes that his private
life is his private life. He will not
make any comment on his private
life whatsoever.’

However, Miss McKechnie is not
the woman with whom Tarrant
admitted enjoying a drunken kiss in
a wine bar last week. That episode
put the 59-year-old television pre-
senter in the spotlight and

his minder blocked the door
and he left the building.

Miss McKechnie is a pri-
mary school teacher and an
active member of the par-
ent teacher association at
Radstock Primary school, in
Earley, Reading. She has
been a trustee at Headways
charity for the brain-
injured, where Tarrant is a
patron, since 1990.

Her partner Simon Black-
wood is a director of two TV
and radio engineering busi-
nesses. The couple have
been together for more than
ten years and live in an ele-
gant five-bedroom detached house
in the village of Harpsden, near
Henley-on-Thames, in Oxford-
shire, but Miss McKechnie was not
at home this weekend.

When asked about his partner’s
friendship with Chris Tarrant, Mr
Blackwood said: ‘I have met Chris

in passing.’ Asked whether he
believed they might be having an
affair, he said: ‘I would be very sur-
prised by that. Obviously we know
Chris through Headway. I’ll have to
speak to Fiona.’

In an interview last week the host
of hit ITV quiz show Who Wants To

Be A Millionaire? com-
mented on the allegations
that he had kissed a glam-
orous blonde at a wine bar.

He said: ‘I behaved really
badly. I mean “Boy goes out
on night on town and makes
complete prat of himself” is
basically the story. Nothing
dreadful happened, but I 
didn’t behave particularly
well.

‘You think: “OK, I went out,
had a few beers, I’m in trou-
ble with the wife, sorry.” ’

Tarrant did reveal, how-
ever, that he had women com-
ing up to him often – ‘It
happens quite a lot actually. I
tend to go out and have to say,
“Don’t be silly, put your
knickers back on.” 

‘I’ve been doing this job for
a very long time, it’s nothing
new you know, it’s fine.’

Ingrid, too, has so far appar-
ently been prepared to
believe his version of events.

She said: ‘The fact is we had a row
over the phone while I was on holi-
day in France and instead of cool-
ing off at home, he went out and
advertised it.

‘As for this woman he is supposed
to have had sexual relations with...’
And she shrugged.

prompted speculation about the
state of his marriage.

Since the incident was revealed
Tarrant has not been living with his
wife and family at home – nor is he
believed to be staying in any of the
other four houses the couple own

in Britain. Instead, he has been
seeking refuge with friends.

Yesterday he turned up to meet
shoppers and sign autographs at
Tesco in Broadlands, Surrey, as
part of National Train Your Brain
Week, but brushed aside questions
about his friendship with Miss
McKechnie.

To a reporter who asked him
about the relationship, he said: ‘Not
now – sorry, love – not now,’ before

NO COMMENT: Tarrant
yesterday, when he

refused to talk about
the friendship

‘They do say the wife
is the last to know’

By Angella Johnson
and James Tapper

EXCLUSIVE
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THE ‘OTHER WOMAN’

TV STAR Chris Tarrant’s
suspicious wife Ingrid set
a team of private detec-
tives to watch the
woman she believes is
his secret mistress.
Determined to know every
detail, she set a fling-buster
team of private eyes on Chris
and “the other woman”, issu-
ing the shock order:
“Nail him and I’ll divorce
him!”
Although Ingrid publicly de-
clared this week that her husband
wasn’t the type to even kiss an-
other woman, she is privately con-
vinced the Who Wants To Be A
Millionaire? frontman has been
having an affair with a
50-year-old business acquaint-
ance for more than A YEAR.
In desperation she called in the
detectives earlier this summer,

gave them the woman’s name,
address, details of 59-year-old
Chris’s text messages and ordered
them to:
l STAKE out a suspected lovenest
in Bucklebury Common, Berk-
shire, which she nicknamed
“F***lebury Common”.
l FIX a secret tracking device to
the family’s silver Mercedes to
monitor all Chris’s journeys.
l TAIL the woman to check her
every movement.
Today’s revelations—plus news
that the Tarrants have split after
15 years and Chris is now staying
with friends in London—follow his
amazing confession to the News of
World last Sunday that the mar-
riage was in crisis over a drunken
snog with another woman in a di-
vorcees’ bar.
And last night friend of the cou-
ple told us how weeks ago wor-
ried 51-year-old Ingrid made an

appointment to see former
Metropolitan Police detective Jim
Shurvell, of JVS Investigations, at
his home in Epsom, Surrey, just
seven miles from the Tarrants’
Esher mansion.
“She was very distressed and

was in a state of high anxiety,”
said the pal.

Proof
“She dashed into the house, par-

anoid that she’d be recognised by
neighbours.
“She told the investigators that

an affair would be straightfor-
ward to prove and outlined her
plan of where the detectives had

to be placed and at what time.
She wasn’t concerned about
money or how much it would cost,
she just wanted the proof.
“Once she had that proof, she

was going to head for the divorce
court.”
She claimed Chris had been hav-

ing a fling with the woman for
over a year after meeting her on
charity work.
Once she she was convinced of

Shurvell’s credentials, she hired
him and his team for £30 an hour
per detective to tail her husband.
In a series of face to face meet-

ings with motorbike-riding,
tough-talking Shurvell, Ingrid

handed over details of the other
woman’s £1 million in Henley-
on-Thames, Oxfordshire, where
she lives with her partner, who
was last night said to be devas-
tated by the latest shock twist in
the saga.

Gizmo
Ingrid’s ‘dirty dossier’ also pin-

pointed the isolated country prop-
erty which Chris had just bought
25 miles away in Bucklebury Com-
mon, that furious Ingrid insisted
on calling “F***lebury”.
The house, called Osgood’s Gul-

ley, is approached by a narrow,

unmade road and would provide
the perfect love rat’s hideaway,
she believed.
Ingrid also instructed that an

electronic tracking device should
be secretly attached to Chris’s car
so they would know where he was
24 hours a day. The sophisticated
gizmo was yesterday still believed
to be on the vehicle.
Still emotional and distressed,

Ingrid pleaded with the under-
cover team to be as discreet as
possible.
Shurvell and his team covered

both houses for several weeks,
and tailed Tarrant throughout
London and the Home Counties
by car and motorbike. But in the

end they had to report to Ingrid that
they had uncovered no evidence of
Chris being unfaithful, and no
evidence of any contact with the
other woman.
Disappointed Ingrid then called

off the dogs and paid the bill.

Blamed
A family friend revealed: “When

she was told the results of the sur-
veillance Ingrid seemed extremely
agitated and blamed the agency for
failing to get the goods.
“Her friends feel very sorry for

her. She is like a bird in a gilded
cage with more money than you
could ever imagine and a string of

luxury cars and houses. And yet it
seems like she’s had the cares of the
world on her shoulders.”
When we contacted ex cop

Shurvell he told us: “I never com-
ment on clients.
“What are you trying to do, ruin

me?”
Our inside source said last night:

“It’s very sad but there’s no way
back for Chris and Ingrid now.
“They’ve split up and Chris has

moved out of the family home.
“But Ingrid has been very brave

this past week, especially when she
stood on her doorstep and told the
world that she didn’t believe Chris
had it in him to even kiss another

woman. But inside she clearly
thought differently.”
Ingrid, who has two teenage

children with Chris—plus four from
their former marriages—spoke out to
defend the £3.5 million-a-year
celebrity after was seen snogging a
busty brunette in the R Bar near
their home.

Skirts
She branded some women in her

neighbourhood as “desperate Surrey
housewives” and insisted of the kiss:
“It would be something that some-

one did to him and before he knew
it, it was over.
“I suspect that he didn’t do any-

thing. He’s not the sort of person
who would do that—but someone
would do that to him.
“I’ve been with him in the past

when women have thrown them-
selves at him and even lifted up
their skirts with no knickers on. It’s
quite disgusting.”
But last night she was in a differ-

enct mood. When we put our latest
revelations to Ingrid she said:
“All I can do at the moment is be

the best possible mother to my chil-
dren and sort it all out with Chris.
“I don’t want to say anything until

I’ve sat down and digested all of
this.”
lGOT a story? Call us free on 0800 279
3786 or email newsdesk@notw.co.uk

TROUBLE BREWS: Last week’s scoop

l Ingrid fears star’s been having affair with local

SHOWBIZ LOVE-SPLIT SENSATION: NEW TWIST IN TARRANT MARRIAGESHOWBIZ LOVE-SPLIT SENSATION: NEW TWIST IN TARRANT MARRIAGE

BY NEVILLE THURLBECK
CHIEF REPORTER

l She tells privateeye:Nail Chris ..and I’ll getadivorce

EXCLUSIVE

HIDING THE PAIN: Ingrid defends Chris—but secretly had him tailed

THIS is the first picture of
the 12-year-old boy killed
by an air rifle during a tar-
get practice game.
Mitchel Picken was shot
through the eye as he and
a friend took potshots from
a bedroom window into a
back garden last month.
The .22 pellet penetrated
his brain and the young-
ster, from Baddeley Green,
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs, died
in hospital two days later.
Yesterday a 12-year-old
boy was charged with
Mitchel’s manslaughter
and released on bail.
A 45-year-old man has
also been bailed on suspi-
cion of giving an air rifle to
someone under 14.

A COALITION soldier was
killed and another injured
in Afghanistan yesterday
as more than 7,000 US and
Afghan troops launched a
major offensive against the
Taliban.
The assault—part of oper-
ation Mountain Fury—
targeted forces in the east-
ern Paktika and Khost
provinces.
A US military spokesman
said: “Mountain Fury is one
part of a series of coordi-
nated operations placing
continuous pressure on Tali-
ban extremists across mul-
tiple regions of the coun-
try.” The dead soldier’s na-
tionality was not revealed.
Winning war on terror:

Pages 34 & 35

AT LEAST six people died
yesterday when a bus full
of young ice hockey play-
ers and a car crashed in a
mountain tunnel causing a
massive blaze.
Ambulances and a heli-
copter took a number of in-
jured people to hospital as
firefighters battled through
dense smoke to rescue sur-
vivors. Several people es-
caped on foot.
The Italian hockey
team’s coach said the
crash in Switzerland’s
Viamala tunnel happened
when their bus hit an on-
coming car that swerved
across the road.
Police last night said two
people were still missing.

CAN FLINGS GET WORSE?
Chris

yesterday and, inset, ‘the m
istress’

KEEPING TRACK: Bug, inset, fixed to Chris’s car showed visits to cottage

Face of
airgun
victim

SHOT DEAD: Mitchel, 12

Soldier
killedby
Taliban

Six die
in tunnel
inferno

108



DEEPLY SORRY
Pope’s first
apology for
Islam crisis THE teenager playfully

slapped by Cherie Blair
after making a “rabbit
ears” gesture behind her
head said yesterday: “It
was just a bit of fun.”
Miles Gandolfi, 17, car-
ried out the prank as he
posed for a picture with
the PM’s wife.
Mrs Blair gave him a
light slap and quipped:
“It’s lucky I have a sense
of humour.”
But more than a dozen
cops investigated a claim
of assault against her
during the UK Schools
Games in Glasgow last
week.
Last night Miles, a
fencer of Chelsfield,
Kent, blasted the episode
as “a joke”.
After being quizzed by
cops, he said: “I had no
idea why they wanted to
speak to me. My reaction
was just disbelief.”
The complaint was
made by the Child Pro-
tection in Sport Unit.
But Strathclyde Police
said last night that no
action would be taken.
A spokesman said: “It
has been established that
no incident took place.”
The Sun Says — Page Eight

BENEDICT XVI became the
first Pope to say sorry yes-
terday as his remarks about
Islam continued to fuel Mus-
lim fury across the globe.
He issued a personal public
apology after quoting an ancient
text linking Prophet Muhammad
with “things evil and inhuman”.
He spoke as violent reaction spread
across the Muslim world. An Italian
nun was shot dead in Mogadishu,
Somalia, in a suspected backlash.
And seven churches were attacked
in Gaza and the West Bank as

protests raged on. The Pope apolo-
gised not for his own actions, but
the reactions they caused, leading to
claims he did not go far enough.
He said: “These words were a quo-
tation from a medieval text which
do not express my personal thought.
“I wish to add that I am deeply
sorry for the reactions in some coun-
tries to a few passages of my
address which were considered offen-
sive to the sensibility of Muslims.”
The Muslim Council of Britain wel-
comed the Pope’s explanation.
The crisis began when Benedict,
79, told of a debate between a Chris-

tian emperor and a Persian. He said:
“The emperor comes to speak about
the issue of Jihad — holy war.
“He said, I quote, ‘Show me just
what Muhammad brought that was
new, and there you will find things
only evil and inhuman such as his
command to spread by the sword the
faith he preached’.”
Vatican expert Prof Giuseppe Alber-
igosaid: “It’s the first time a Pope
has apologised and tried to appease
criticism for what he has said.”
A ring of steel was thrown around
the Pope yesterday after a video
statement from the Mujahideen Army
terror group threatened an attack on
the Vatican. Anger in Turkey had

cast some doubt on whether Benedict
would travel there as planned in
November. But Turkey’s foreign min-
ister said yesterday that the Pope
was still expected to visit.
Meanwhile, Vatican sources sug-
gested the crisis could have been
averted if Benedict hadn’t demoted
British Archbishop Michael Fitzgerald,
the Vatican’s top expert on Islam.

QSECRET Vatican files from
1922-39, including those relating

to Pope Pius XI’s relations with
Adolf Hitler, will be made public
today after being given clearance by
German-born Pope Benedict XVI.

n.parker@the-sun.co.uk
Trevor Kavanagh — Page Eight

Sorry . . . Pope Benedict apologises in Rome yesterday

Veils off
for L-testTONY Blair shows the strain — with

deep frown lines making a large
letter W on his forehead.
The worrying sign was spotted as
the TUC gave him a rough ride at its
conference last week.
Dr Patrick Bowler, of the British
Association of Cosmetic Doctors, said

being PM is taking its toll. He added:
“Your body can cope with stress and
strain for a few years but then it lets
go and you begin to age rapidly.”
But Dr Bowler gave the PM hope,
saying: “He is perfect for Botox.”
Other famous faces can also be
read like a book, as we show below...

By NICK PARKER

Angry . . . Muslims protest against Pope in London

Cherie’s
slap ‘just
bit of fun’

Gag . . Cherie and Miles

PARENTS have blasted
a loophole in plans to
stop sex offenders work-
ing near children.
New vetting guidelines
exempt builders doing
work at schools from
criminal records checks.
The row comes two
weeks after a builder
was jailed for grooming
a 14-year-old for sex
while working at her
school in Newcastle.
Margaret Morrissey, of
the National Confedera-
tion of Parent Teacher
Associations, said: “With
builders on site, espe-
cially on a large campus,
it is not possible to
supervise them.”

IT’S TONY WEAR

SVEN GORAN ERIKS-
SON’S M could stand for
Moron or Moneygrabber.
Big Brother whiner
NIKKI GRAHAME’S dis-
tinct V neatly describes
her Volatile behaviour.
And JOHN PRESCOTT’S
big fat W means . . . on
second thoughts, this is
a family newspaper.

‘Flaws’ in
perv ban

MUSLIM women are
being asked to remove
their veils before taking
driving tests to prove
their identities.
The checks, made by a
woman in a private
room, are being done to
stop drivers taking tests
for other people.
Muslims wearing the
veil, or niqab, are not
meant to show their face
to anyone other than
their husband and close
family members.
Andrew Rice, of the
Driving Standards
Agency, said: “We carry
out identity checks on
all candidates.”
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EXCLUSIVE by SARA NATHAN
and GUY PATRICK

CORRIE’S Bradley Walsh
insisted yesterday he
was “very much in love”
with his wife — despite
his affair with TV co-star
Debra Stephenson.
He and Debra were bat-
tling to save their mar-
riages last night after their
secret fling was revealed.
The pair, right, who play
estranged husband and wife
Danny and Frankie Baldwin in
ITV1’s Coronation Street, fell
for each other during filming.
They admitted they had devel-
oped a close relationship but
claimed that it never became
“fully physical”.
As news of the fling began
breaking on Saturday night
Debra, 34, sobbed while taking
part in a singing show in
Blackpool called Soap Queens.
She was visibly crying as she

sang her final number in the
theatre, soul classic If There’s
Any Justice In The World.
Meanwhile Bradley, 46, went
to Poland to be with distraught
wife Donna, who is there cho-
reographing Miss World.
He had earlier refused to
speak out about the affair but a
spokesman for him told The
Sun: “Bradley says that he is
very much in love with Donna.
“He never wanted to do any-

thing to hurt her, he is devoted
to her. He is in Poland reassur-
ing her that she has nothing to
worry about.”
Bradley and Donna, who
have an eight-year-old son Bar-
ney, live in a mansion in Chig-
well, Essex.

Messages
Debra, who is 18 weeks preg-
nant with her second child,
spent yesterday trying to save
her seven-year-old marriage to
husband James Duffield.
Bradley is due to fly back

from Poland today and will be
reunited with Debra tomorrow
at ITV’s Manchester studios.
A pal said: “They will obvi-
ously have a lot to talk about.”
The fling is believed to have
started when the actors filmed
the Corrie panto last Christmas.
Debra played Cinderella and
Bradley was Prince Charming.
The romance was uncovered
last week when Debra’s hubby
found intimate text messages
from Bradley on her phone.
A source said: “James went
to pieces. He realised their rela-
tionship had been going on for
a while and confronted her.”
James, who gave up work to
care for the couple’s three-year-
old son Max, has now quit the
family home in Twickenham,
South West London.
An insider said: “Debra is des-
perately trying to get him to
come home. She and Bradley
insist they did not sleep
together but realise they have
caused their families pain.”Hurt . . . wife Donna

EXCLUSIVE by BRIAN FLYNN

THIS is the £3million mansion
where Chris Tarrant was last night
facing life alone — after he secretly
bought it in a last-ditch bid to save
his doomed marriage.
The TV host, 59, far left —
caught drunkenly snogging a busty
brunette in a pub — snapped up
the eight-bed pile, hoping to make a
fresh start with wife Ingrid, 51.
But yesterday it was revealed
their 15-year marriage is OVER as it
emerged furious Ingrid hired detec-
tives in a vain bid to catch him
cheating. A pal declared: “They’ve
split. There’s no way back.”
Who Wants To Be A Millionaire?
presenter Tarrant — currently
appearing with his wife in TV ads
which see them having a row —
has moved out of their old £1.6mil-
lion home in Esher, Surrey.
He is staying with pals while the
lavish new mansion a few miles
away in Cobham undergoes renova-
tions. In the Nintendo ads — for a
game to boost brainpower — Tar-
rant forgets his wedding anniver-
sary, below left, and ends up sleep-
ing on the couch, right.

Corrie star’s pain over fling with Debra

BRADLEY: I STILL
LOVE MY WIFE

Tarrant’s £3m doghouseTarrant’s £3m doghouse
SNOG-ROW
STAR SOLO
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Celebs’ marriages in crisis as Millionaire host faces

LOVE-SPLIT CHRIS:
CAN I PHONE GOOD
DIVORCE LAWYER

TROUBLED Who Wants To Be a
Millionaire? host Chris Tarrant’s wife
Ingrid is demanding half his £35million
fortune if they split.

And she has told him he wll need to phone a top
lawyer rather than a friend if they have to thrash
out a divorce deal.

The couple’s marriage crisis deepened as the blonde
deputy headmistress dubbed “the other woman” refused
to deny rumours of an affair with the telly star.

Fiona McKechnie, 50, and her partner called reports of
an alleged romance “a
storm in a teacup”.

It also emerged yesterday
that Chris has a £1m hide-
away Ingrid feared he used
as a secret love-nest.

Suspicious Ingrid was so
convinced her husband
was romping behind her
back at his country pad she
hired a team of private
detectives to stake it out.

Price
They failed to find any

evidence he was cheating –
but pals fear the Tarrants’
15-year marriage is still
finished.

Ingrid, 51, has made it
clear Chris, 59, will have to
write out a cheque even
bigger than the famous
seven-figure ones on hit
TV quiz Millionaire if they
cannot be reconciled.

Chris is worth an esti-
mated £35m – and Ingrid
stands to net a huge chunk
if they do split.

A pal said: “Chris will
have to pay a heavy price if
they can’t patch things up,
and it’s not looking good.”

The house Ingrid suspect-
ed was a love-nest is 
in Bucklebury Common,
Berks – reportedly dubbed
“F***lebury” by Ingrid.

She ordered private eyes
to watch the house when
she hired them earlier this
summer.

Ingrid reportedly told
them: “Nail him and I’ll
divorce him!”

She paid detectives £30
an hour each to follow both
Chris and a woman she
believed was his mistress.

They even fixed a secret
tracking device to the
Tarrant family’s silver
Mercedes.

Ingrid called off the sur-
veillance operation after
no evidence was found.

Last night Fiona
McKechnie greeted a
reporter and photographer
at the gate of her £1m
country house near
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon,

■ by CAMERON MILLAR

■ CORRIE star Debra
Stephenson sobbed “My life

is in ruins” as news of her close
relationship with co-star Bradley
Walsh broke.

But she still managed to go on
stage in Blackpool where she is
starring in Soap Queens at the
North Pier Theatre.

An insider said: “She was like 
a trooper, insisting the show must
go on.”

■ Last night pregnant Debra,
34, who has a son Max, three,

was fighting to save her marriage
after her husband James, also 34,
was tipped off.

The telly pair, who play Frankie
and Danny Baldwin, admit 
“having got too close” and shar-
ing a “deep love” for each other.

But they say they have not had TELLY COUPLE: Bradley and Debra on Corrie set

Picture: TONY FISHER

with partner Simon
Blackwood. The pair pre-
sented a united front and
read a prepared statement.

But they pointedly
refused to rubbish claims
that Ms McKechnie was
having an affair with the
TV presenter.

The statement, read by
51-year-old  Mr Blackwood,
said: “Fiona has known
Chris Tarrant for a num-
ber of years in connection
with her work with the
charity Headway Thames
Valley.”

It said the couple were
“very surprised” at news-
paper reports yesterday.

And it added: “Mr and
Mrs Tarrant have made a
number of commentsover
the last week and have
made it clear that they
regard this as a storm in a
teacup, which is what it
appears to be.

“We are private people
and we are not going to
publicly comment on other
people’s personal affairs.

“We are together, we have
been together a long time
and we expect to grow old
together.”

Involved
Ms McKechnie stood at

her partner’s side, silently
shaking her head, but
refused to comment.

Mr Blackwood was asked
several times whether Ms
McKechnie had ever been
romantically involved
with Tarrant.

He repeatedly refused to
answer.

He said: “We are not
going to be drawn into 
public comment on other 
people’s private issues. It’s
wholly inappropriate.”

There was no sign of
the Tarrants last night at
their £1.6m mansion in
Esher, Surrey, or in
Bucklebury.

iain.burchell@dailystar.co.uk

■ by IAIN BURCHELL

sex. Bradley, 46, has also been
appearing in the resort across the
road at another theatre.

■ Just days ago, Debra was
snapped with her family 

during an apparent attempt to
patch things up while strolling in
a Manchester park. An onlooker
said: “You could see the strain
etched across their faces.”

■ Bradley has flown to Poland
to see wife Donna, who is

working as a choreographer.
The actor was trying to shield

son Barney, eight, and his
daughter from a previous 
relationship Hayley, 24, from 
the crisis.

Tears of Corrie
Debra

CRISIS: Debra
and husband
try to patch
things up
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losing a fortune and soap stars are hit by fling claims

SMILES: Ingrid has made it clear he’ll have to pay GLUM: A worried-looking Tarrant at the weekend

●FOR £100: Where were you
last night?

●FOR £200: What’s that on
your collar?

●FOR £300: What do you look
for in a woman?

●FOR £500: How much does it
cost to hire a private detective?

●FOR £1,000: Have you ever
felt like you were being
watched?

●FOR £2,000: What happened
to John-Wayne Bobbitt?

●FOR £4,000: Who gets 
custody of the dog?

●FOR £8,000: How much
does a decent lawyer cost?

●FOR £16,000: Who was the
last person to visit your pad in
F***lebury Common?

●FOR £32,000: How many
women have you snogged
recently?

●FOR £64,000: Do you still
love me?

●FOR £125,000: What are our
chances of staying together?

●FOR £250,000:
What’s your definition of 
cheating?

●FOR £500,000: Are you
going to get your cheque 
book out?

●FOR £1MILLION: How much
money are you going to give me?

15 key questions
for quiz show king

Picture: INS

UNITED: Fiona
McKechnie and
partner Simon
Blackwood at
their home,
inset, yesterday

Picture: JAMES
ALLEN /INS
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RISING taxes could force a
generation of graduates to
emigrate, putting Britain’s
economic future at risk, a
report claims today.

The think-tank Reform calls
graduates aged 19 to 35 the
IPOD generation: Insecure,
Pressured, Over-taxed and
Debt-ridden.

The study, carried out by acad-
emics from Imperial College
London, warns: ‘The taxation
burden on young people is
already preventing them from
accessing the housing market,
compounding their debt prob-
lems, and straining them to the
point where they are unable to
consider or fund high-risk
opportunities to start new busi-
nesses. 

‘More taxation would drive
young earners to emigrate, it
will reduce incentives to save
and invest and stifle entrepre-
neurship and innovation.’

The report – Class of 2006: A
lifebelt for the IPOD generation
– calls on Gordon Brown to
make the economic position of
young people a key priority by
lowering the overall tax burden.

The report, by Professor Nick
Bosanquet of Imperial College
London, singles out this 
summer’s pension reform 
proposals as a ‘very bad deal
for young people’.

It adds: ‘The typical graduate
will lose 48 per cent of their
income in tax, student debt
repayment and payments into
the new national pension saving
scheme.’

Reforms backs its findings by
releasing the results of an opin-
ion poll commissioned from
pollsters ICM. It says two out of
three voters think it is now
more difficult for younger 
people to get started in life
compared to their parents.

Reform’s director Andrew
Haldenby said ‘a long-term
commitment to public spending
discipline and tax reductions’ is
vital, adding: ‘If politicians want
to re-engage with young peo-
ple, they will find great value in
this agenda.’

The ‘IPOD
elite’ may
be forced
to quit UK

Cameron to
set out his
plans for 
a ‘menu’ 
of tax cuts
DAVID Cameron will put tax
cuts on the Tory agenda for
the first time next month
when he presents a radical
blueprint for helping busi-
nesses and middle-earners. 

He will publicly endorse pro-
posals from the Tory Tax Com-
mission, chaired by Thatcherite
former minister Lord Forsyth.

Senior party sources say it will
give a ‘menu’ of tax cuts that do not
jeopardise economic stability. For
the first time, voters will have an
idea of the kind of tax relief Mr
Cameron hopes to offer at the next
general election.

The Forsyth report will delight
frustrated Tories who have been
pressing Mr Cameron and Shadow
Chancellor George Osborne to get
off the fence over tax.

Lord Forsyth has drawn up a
range of options that will show how
the Tories could cut business taxes
and raise income tax thresholds,
taking the poorest out of the 22p
tax band and those on middle
incomes out of the 40p top band.

But the Daily Mail understands
that he will also rule out some tax-
cutting options, and will call for the
abolition of a number of perks,
allowances and reliefs, a move that
could cause controversy.

A source familiar with his work
says Lord Forsyth will place heavy
emphasis on ‘lower tax rates on
effort and savings – that means low-
ering company taxes and all levels
of income tax’.

The report will also suggest taxes

Tax ‘menu’: David Cameron with his son Arthur at the weekend 

that could be raised, such as envi-
ronmental levies, to paying for relief
elsewhere.

Until now, Mr Cameron has
refused to make an explicit pledge
to cut tax. He has stuck to the for-
mula that he would share the pro-
ceeds of economic growth between
investment in public services and
tax cuts.

Sources confirmed last night that
he will welcome the Forsyth report
as ‘detailed and impressive’,
although he will stop short of say-
ing which of its recommendations
will be adopted.

One source said: ‘Michael Forsyth
will give us the menu, but we won’t
say what meal we will order from it
until much closer to the next elec-
tion’.

The Forsyth Commission was set
up a year ago by Mr Osborne before
Mr Cameron was elected leader. Its
conclusions have been kept under
wraps, and will be published after
next month’s party conference to
prevent the debate over tax over-
shadowing Mr Cameron’s first con-
ference as leader.

Mr Osborne and Mr Cameron
have argued previously that voters
will refuse to believe a tax-cutting
pledge from a party which presided
over recession and raised taxes
before 1997.

They point out that the Tories
offered tax cuts at the last three
elections and were thrashed. They
are also wary about jeopardising

the opinion poll lead they now enjoy
over Labour on economic compe-
tence.

Party bosses believe the public
agrees that Labour has squandered
record amounts of public money
and is ready to hear the case for
lower taxes.

But they are wary of making spe-
cific pledges now. Instead they

that if Britain were to copy Ireland
and reduce business taxes it would
stimulate enough economic growth
to allow a future Tory government
to cut taxes by £400 a year for the
average family.

Senior sources say that far from
undermining Mr Cameron’s stance,
Lord Forsyth and Mr Redwood are
being used as ‘outriders’ by the
leadership to prepare the public for
a firm pledge nearer to polling day. 

A senior party figure added:
‘Michael Forsyth knows he has been
put there for a reason. Forsyth will
give Osborne the answer he wants,
which is that you can cut tax rates
and not lose revenue because peo-
ple work harder and pay more tax
and others do not bother to evade
tax. He will roll those arguments.’

Another source said: ‘There have
been fears that Lord Forsyth might
offer a tame document. In fact, we
expect him to be quite robust and
technical in showing how tax can be
both simplified and cut.’

t.shipman@dailymail.co.uk

By Benedict Brogan
and Tim Shipman

‘Detailed and
impressive’ 

intend to build the case for lower
taxes by providing specific exam-
ples of where cuts have stimulated
economic growth in countries
around the world, from Ireland and
the U.S. to the tiger economies of
Asia.

Last week John Redwood, chair-
man of the party’s policy commis-
sion on economic competitiveness,
issued an interim report showing
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Our marriage is over
Following furious rows and accusations of a 12-month affair, 
Chris Tarrant’s wife admits they have split up after 15 years

CHRIS Tarrant’s wife Ingrid
admitted last night that
their 15-year marriage is
over.

The pair have split after a
string of vicious rows as she
accused the TV presenter of
having a year-long affair with 50-
year-old Fiona McKechnie.  

Mrs Tarrant went as far as to
employ a private investigator to
tail her husband and Miss McK-
echnie, a primary school teacher
who, like Tarrant, works for the
charity Headway.

Tracking devices were attached
to 59-year-old Tarrant’s Mercedes
and Land Cruiser cars. 

The detective found no evidence
of an affair, but Mrs Tarrant
remains convinced that one
existed.

She believes that an isolated
country house Tarrant bought,
some 25 miles from their marital

‘That’s not likely
to change’

‘I behaved
really badly’ 

By Richard Simpson
Showbusiness Reporter

Chris and Ingrid Tarrant: A friend said they have been living apart

the gates of their £1million home in
Henley-on-Thames.

Mr Blackwood said: ‘Fiona has
known Chris Tarrant for a number
of years in connection with her
work with the charity Headway
Thames Valley.’

He said they had been ‘very sur-
prised’ to see a newspaper story
about her and Tarrant.

Mr Blackwood went on: ‘Mr and

Mrs Tarrant have made a number
of comments in the press over the
last week and have made it clear
that they regard this as a storm in
a teacup, which is what it appears
to be.

‘We are private people and we are
not going to publicly comment on
other people’s personal affairs.

‘We are together, we have been
together a long time and we expect

to grow old together.’ Mr Black-
wood was asked several times
whether Miss McKechnie had ever
been romantically involved with
Tarrant but he refused to answer
any questions.

The state of the Tarrants’ mar-
riage first came under the spotlight
a little over a week ago, when it
emerged that the presenter had
drunkenly kissed a woman – not

echnie and her Oxfordshire home. 
She referred to Tarrant’s country

house, in Bucklebury Common,
Berkshire, as  ‘F***lebury’.

Mrs Tarrant spent thousands hir-
ing JVS Investigations, run by for-
mer Metropolitan Police detective
Jim Shurvell, to look into her hus-
band’s movements.

She paid out £30 an hour for each
operative over a number of weeks.

Instructing investigators, she
said: ‘Nail him and I’ll divorce him.’
But no such proof was forthcom-
ing.

Mrs Tarrant said at the weekend:
‘I don’t want to say anything until
I’ve sat down and digested all of
this.’ Last night she refused to
comment further.

The Tarrants have two teenage
children. Each also has two grown-
up children from previous mar-
riages.

A mock row between the couple
is currently being used in a TV
advert to promote Tarrant’s latest
project, a Nintendo video game
called Brain Train.

He is shown having to spend the
night on a sofa after his wife con-
fronts him and he realises he has
forgotten their anniversary.

r.simpson@dailymail.co.uk 

home, was intended to be used as a
‘love nest’.

Friends said last night that the
Who Wants To Be A Millionaire?
presenter was coming to terms
with the marriage breakdown.

One said: ‘Ingrid and Chris
haven’t been living together for a
month now – and that is not likely
to change. 

‘Ingrid is saying it appears to be
over for good. There is virtually
zero chance of mending the situa-
tion. Too much has gone on for
them to reconcile.’

Miss McKechnie, a deputy head-
mistress, is said to have been a
close friend of Tarrant’s for a num-
ber of years.

He allegedly became closer to her
when he found himself with more
spare time after giving up his Cap-
ital Radio breakfast show.

Tarrant would not comment on
allegations of an affair last night.
His spokesman said: ‘Chris does
not comment on his private life’.

Miss McKechnie refused to deny
a romance with the TV presenter,
but described the situation as a
‘storm in a teacup.’

She stood beside her partner,
company director Simon Black-
wood, 51, as he read a statement at

Arrests of foreigners leap by 18pc
THE number of foreigners arrested in
the UK rose by nearly 20 per cent in a
year, figures revealed last night.

Nearly one in ten suspects held by police
last year was from outside the UK, even
though foreigners account for less than 5 per
cent of the population.

The figures triggered fresh calls for tough
restrictions on immigration to allow police
to get a grip on the soaring numbers.

And they raised fears that the arrival of an
expected 300,000 people from Bulgaria and
Romania when they join the EU next year
will lead to yet higher numbers of arrests.

In 2004-05, around 121,000 of the 1.6million
people arrested were foreigners. But by this
year the number had risen to 143,796 out of
1.5million, a 18 per cent increase.

The figures cover the whole spectrum of
crimes, from shoplifting, burglary and rob-
bery to rape and murder.

And the statistics, obtained under the
Freedom of Information Act, could be a con-
servative estimate because figures from the

Metropolitan Police and Birmingham forces
– where arrests are likely to be higher than
the national average – were unavailable.

The research also shows that nearly a quar-
ter of police forces do not even record
whether an individual is a foreign national –
fuelling concerns that the Government is not
keeping track of immigrants. 

The figures apply to those arrested for an
offence, not those charged or convicted of
crimes. But they are mirrored by the num-
ber of foreigners in jails in England and
Wales, where one in every seven inmates is a
foreign national.

The rise coincided with the massive
increase in immigrants from Eastern Europe
– which is now expected to top 1.5million.

Tory immigration spokesman Damian
Green said: ‘One of the consequences of this
Government’s failure to control immigration

has been the influx of foreign criminal gangs
into the country from all around the world. 

‘We have called for restrictions on Bulgari-
ans and Romanians coming to the UK so
that immigration can be controlled to the
benefit of all involved. The Government
should now heed our call.’

Of the 43 police forces in England and
Wales, 23 responded to questions under the
Freedom of Information Act.

Ten said they did not record whether the
person was a British or foreign national,
while the remaining 13 forces who did
respond said they had arrested 43,139 for-
eigners between them in 2005-06.

Police forces who said they did not record
nationality were Gloucestershire, Wiltshire,
Northamptonshire, Kent, Staffordshire,
Northumbria, Durham, Cheshire, Essex and
Leicestershire.

The issue of foreign criminals came to
prominence earlier this year when it
emerged that more than 1,000 non-British
prisoners were released at the end of their

sentences without being considered for
deportation.

And figures published last month revealed
that the number of foreign prisoners in the
country’s jails is rising four times faster than
those born in the UK, leading the Govern-
ment to consider ending Britain’s open-door
immigration policy to Eastern Europe.

Ministers have strongly hinted that they
will not allow free entry to migrants from
Bulgaria and Romania until five years after
the countries join – in line with the majority
of other EU nations.

A Home Office spokesman said: ‘It is diffi-
cult to draw any conclusions from these fig-
ures which only cover a small number of
police forces.

‘It is vital that the police are equipped with
the powers they need to enable them to do
their jobs properly, which is why we have
given them the power of arrest for all
offences. We have made it clear that we will
seek to deport any foreign nationals who
have committed a serious crime in the UK.’

By Jane Merrick
Political Correspondent

Statement: Fiona McKechnie and Simon Blackwood last night

Miss McKechnie – in a bar near
their home in Esher, Surrey.

Tarrant later said of the incident:
‘I behaved really badly. I mean –
Boy goes out on night on town and
makes complete prat of himself – is
basically the story.

‘Nothing dreadful happened, but
I didn’t behave particularly well.
You think: “OK, I went out, had a
few beers, I’m in trouble with the
wife, sorry”.’ 

Despite his contrition, the cou-
ple’s arguments were becoming
increasingly vicious.

Norwegian-born Mrs Tarrant
coined vulgar names for Miss McK-
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LIVELINELIVELINE
Mystic Meg’sMystic Meg’s

CALL: 09064 001 002

FIND out what the
future holds for you
by talking to one of
my gifted team of
psychics and astrolo-
gers. Call any day
from 9am to midnight.
Q LiveLine calls cost £1.50 a
minute. Mobiles may vary. Calls
recorded for your protection –
ICSTIS regulations. Readings are
for guidance only. Over-18s only.
Helpline: 0870 901 4211, open
from 8am to 8pm.

BABY KILLED AS PRAM
IS CRUSHED BY FIESTA

HAS INGRID
COPPED OFF?

By VERONICA LORRAINE

A BABY was killed when a
driver suspected of getting
his jeans tangled with his
brake pedal careered along a
pavement — into a pram.
The two-month-old boy’s mum,
who had been pushing the tot,
was injured as the out-of-control
Fiesta crushed the buggy against
a wall.
Shocked witnesses told yesterday
how pedestrians leapt out of the car’s
way as the 62-year-old driver
mounted the kerb — and continued for
35 yards along the pavement.
The distraught driver tried to com-
fort the baby’s screaming mum as an
ambulance raced to the scene in
Willesden, North West London.
Property developer Tony Singh, 40 —
who dialled 999 — said: “I ran across
the road and saw the baby was still
alive and stuck in the mangled pram.
Paramedics told me on my mobile to

stay with the baby. He did a hiccup
so I could tell he was still breathing.
“They asked me to pinch the baby
to get a reaction so I did that and he
screamed a little.
“When paramedics arrived they
lifted the entire pram into the ambu-
lance.” Doctors battled in vain to save

the baby — an only child. He died an
hour later in hospital from severe
head injuries. Mr Singh said: “A
policeman came round and told us.
I’m absolutely devastated.”
New Zealander Nigel Keenan, a
37-year-old IT worker, heard the car
crash into the low wall opposite the

house where he is staying on holiday
in London. He said: “We heard a
tumble of bricks and ran outside. We
saw a lady screaming.
“There was a mangled pram just
beyond the wall. The woman was
screaming and crying, standing over
the pram and looking into it.
“The driver got out of the car. He
tried to comfort the woman but she
was hysterical. She was blonde and in
her 20s.”
Student Charles Edwards, 35, said:

“A guy in a tracksuit leapt out of the
way after the car mounted the kerb
then smashed into the mum and child.”
The mum left hospital yesterday
after treatment for minor injuries.
Last night she and her husband
were said to be “extremely distraught”.
The driver, from Harrow, passed a
breath test after Monday’s tragedy. He
told police his brakes failed.
Officers are probing whether he got
his trouser leg snagged on the pedal.
Inspector Andy Nelson confirmed:
“That is one of a number of things we
are investigating.”

v.lorraine@the-sun.co.uk

A MUM has told of her
misery at being allergic —
to the 21ST CENTURY.
Caroline Robinson, 45,
gets breathing problems
and ulcers from fabric
conditioner, hairspray, per-
fume, petrol and shampoo.
She is also allergic to
cigarette smoke, barbe-
cues, newspapers, new
clothes, carpets and sofas.
Docs diagnosed Caro-
line, of York, with multi-
ple chemical sensitivity —
said to be on the increase.
Her home has air purifi-
ers and she uses a breath-
ing aid. She said: “Open-
ing a window is a risk.”

Allergic
to living

RESCUE teams have
found a body which is
thought to be the nine-
year-old boy who fell
into a fast-flowing river
in Snowdonia.
Sean Laxen vanished
near Conwy Falls,
Betws-y-Coed, on Mon-
day while walking with
his mum and brother.
A formal identification
had yet to take place last
night but police believed
it was the missing child.
Police divers, mountain
rescue teams and fire
fighters had been search-
ing the River Conwy for
the Norwich lad.
A North Wales Police
spokeswoman said: “The
family have been
informed. The body was
recovered from the water
approximately one mile
south of Betws-y-Coed.
“The search has now
been called off.”
Sean slipped six feet
from a footpath while on
a family holiday. The
river was swollen follow-
ing recent heavy rain.

CHEATED Ingrid Tarrant is in
the long arms of the law —
with The Bill’s Scott Maslen.
She was seen cuddling and
having a cuppa with Scott,
36, who plays DS Phil Hunter
in the ITV cop drama, in St
John’s Wood, North London.
But the pair are just pals.
Ingrid, 52, was devastated
after TV quiz host Chris, 60,
had an affair.
But judging by the graze on
her arm she’s had no prob-
lems giving him the elbow.

DAMAGED FROM
DUMPING CHRIS

Body is
found in
hunt for
Sean, 9

River search . . . Sean

Demolished . . . the brick wall where two-month-old was crushed in his pram

Waiter, The Bill . . . pals have a cuppa

THE SUN, Wednesday, August 22, 2007 153G

117



I DIDN’T KILL
MADDIE SAYS
PARENTS’PAL

I DIDN’T KILL
MADDIE SAYS
PARENTS’PAL

A DOCTOR pal of Madeleine
McCann’s parents last night
denied any involvement in
her disappearance.

Hospital consultant Dr Russell
O’Brien, 36, was dining with Gerry
and Kate McCann yards from their
holiday apartment the night the
four-year-old disappeared.

Witnesses noticed he was missing
from the table for part of the night.

One Portuguese newspaper claimed
Dr O’Brien was absent from the restau-
rant from 8.30pm to 10pm – only
returning moments before GP Kate

discovered her daughter missing. It
hinted he was now a suspect.

But last night Dr O’Brien insisted he
was the victim of a smear campaign.

He said: “These reports in the
Portuguese press are completely
untrue and extremely hurtful.”

Dr O’Brien and his partner Jane
Tanner, 36, were among the group of
pals with the McCanns on the ill-fated
trip to the resort of Praia da Luz.

But Rachael Oldfield, 36, who was on
holiday with the group, defended Dr
O’Brien. She said: “It’s ludicrous. He is
a lovely bloke.” Mrs
Oldfield said he had only
been away from the tapas
bar for minutes at a time
as he checked on his own
children.

There had been reports of
a series of coincidences
linking chief suspect
Robert Murat, 33, and four
key witnesses in the case
to Exeter.

Now the McCanns have
been advised not to leave
Portugal after police said
that a breakthrough was
imminent.

The couple revealed last
week they were planning
to return to the UK.

jerry.lawton@dailystar.co.uk

■ by JERRY LAWTON

VIDEO DOWNLOADS: To get the
video of a Page 3 shoot sent to your
mobile, text BABE to 88100.
WALLPAPERS: To download a topless
picture from our selection to your mobile,
text STARBABE to 88100. 

After sending your text you will receive
a WAP message on your phone.

To view your video or wallpaper, just
follow the instructions on your mobile
handset.

Videos are charged at £3 plus your
standard SMS rate. You will be sent two
text messages, charged at £1.50 each.

Wallpapers are charged at £1.50 plus
your standard SMS rate.

You will be sent one text message,
charged at £1.50.

You must be 16 or over and have the

mobile bill-payer’s permission to use this
service. Please ensure you have a
WAP-enabled, compatible phone before
ordering. Orders may take a few minutes
to arrive.

Do not text more than once per order
as you will be charged each time.

We cannot accept liability for
damage or loss of data incurred
as a result of downloading to
incompatible handsets or other
customer errors, and refunds will
not be made for such errors.

For all SMS services, you may
receive other related
promotional offers/services.

To stop receiving, please send
STOP to 63666. Customer
Services: 0870 834 7549.
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Doc insists
he’s victim
of smears

■ IT’S a fair cop as Ingrid
Tarrant enjoys lunch

with The Bill’s Scott Maslen.
Ingrid, 52, and hunky

soon-to-be EastEnder
Scott, 35, enjoyed a stroll
in a London park before
stopping off in St John’s
Wood. Onlookers say the
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couple “hugged tightly” at
one stage and Ingrid, who
is divorcing TV’s Chris, 60,
took photos of her toyboy.

■ Pals say the flirty
couple met last year

on the Great North Run and
have kept in touch since.

Scott, who plays DS Phil

Hunter in the ITV soap,
makes his EastEnders
debut later this month as
new hunk Jack Branning.

Last week Ingrid said her
estranged hubby “reeked
of fish” during their 15-
year marriage, and needed
Viagra to perform.
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Ingrid Tarrant's feud with husband Chris seemed to be the last thing on her mind when she was spotted on a lunch 
date with a younger man.

The 52-year-old, who has been having a public sex row with the Who Wants To Be A Millionaire host, has been 
enjoying the company of actor Scott Maslen, 36.

The pair two took a stroll in a park where Ingrid photographed Scott, star of The Bill, before they lunched in St 
Johns Wood.

Norwegian-born Ingrid's relationship with Chris hit the rocks after it was revealed he had been having a seven year 
affair with teacher Fiona McKechnie.

The couple, who own a £3million mansion in Cobham, have a decree nisi but their divorce has yet to be settled.

A pal of Chris, 60, recently told the News of the World the reason the former DJ had strayed was because his wife 
had imposed a seven year sex ban.

But Ingrid hit back in an unpaid interview with The Sun saying Chris was a flop in bed and needed Viagra to perk up 
their love life.

She also blasted her former husband for being impotent and reeking of fish during their 15-year marriage.
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INGRID TARRANT was all smiles as she spent the day with actor and former Armani model Scott Maslen, strolling 
in the park and joking over lunch in St John's Wood.

Mrs Tarrant, who separated from husband Chris last year, looked to have got over her bitter split from the Who 
Wants To Be A Millionaire presenter as she regularly burst into laughter at the table.

At one point Maslen, who plays DS Phil Hunter in The Bill, hugged her tightly, and she stood on a bench to take a 
photograph of him.

Mrs Tarrant, 52, who met the actor on the Great North Run last year, then got him to pose in front of a tree during 
the impromptu photo session.

The actor comforted Mrs Tarrant last October a month after her split from the TV star was announced when they 
went shopping together in Newcastle.

The Tarrants separated after Chris admitted having an affair with school deputy head Fiona McKechnie.

But her new friend will be a sore point for Chris, as not only is Maslen a heart-throb but he is 24 years younger than 
the DJ and quiz show host.

The relaxed Ms Tarrant looked a world away from the interview she recently gave to a tabloid newspaper where 
she described her husband as reeking of fish during their 15-year marriage.

She claimed he was "clumsy and naive in bed" and had relied on Viagra for four years..
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Old News: TV quiz show host Chris Tarrant is no longer in the hot seat Arresting sight: Ingrid Tarrant and The Bill's 
Scott Maslen in St John's Wood
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 This article is more than 10 years old

Phone hacking used by Sunday Mirror, claims BBC Newsnight
Programme reports phone hacking and use of private detectives
was widespread, but paper denies allegations

Hannah Godfrey
Sat 23 Jul 2011 01.57 BST

BBC's Newsnight has revealed what it calls "the first chink in the armour" of news groups beyond the
Murdoch empire. The programme reported on what it claims was widespread use of phone hacking and
private detectives at the Sunday Mirror.

The primary source for the story, who Newsnight says worked at the paper for a number of years, reports
witnessing "routine phone hacking in the newsroom".

The source recalls having seen Liz Hurley's phone being hacked, and a reporter noting down her
voicemails: "It was a Thursday and I was told there wasn't much on there – just something about lunch
with another woman so they would keep trying before the weekend."

The two other sources for the report say that the paper used private detectives, as well as phone hacking.
The primary source goes further, claiming those techniques were routine, and that they were being used at
the news desk, and by designated reporters, virtually every day.

The source said: "One reporter, who was very good at it, was called 'the Master of Dark Arts'. At one point
in 2004, it seemed like it was the only way people were getting scoops. If they didn't just randomly hack
people in the news, they would use it to stand up stories that people had denied."

According to the former employee, the "dark arts" were used to try to beat the News of the World at its own
game.
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… congratulations on being one of our top readers globally. Did you know you’ve read 317 articles in the
last year? Thank you for choosing the Guardian on so many occasions.

Since we started publishing 200 years ago, tens of millions have placed their trust in the Guardian’s
fearless journalism, turning to us in moments of crisis, uncertainty, solidarity and hope. More than 1.5
million supporters, from 180 countries, now power us financially – keeping us open to all, and fiercely
independent.

Unlike many others, the Guardian has no shareholders and no billionaire owner. Just the determination
and passion to deliver high-impact global reporting, always free from commercial or political influence.
Reporting like this is vital for democracy, for fairness and to demand better from the powerful.

And we provide all this for free, for everyone. We do this because we believe in information equality.
Greater numbers of people can keep track of global events, understand their impact on people and
communities, and become inspired to take meaningful action. Millions can benefit from open access to
quality news, regardless of their ability to pay for it.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every contribution, however big or small, powers our
journalism and sustains our future. Support the Guardian from as little as £1 – it only takes a minute. If
you can, please consider supporting us with a regular amount each month. Thank you.

Continue Remind me in May

"Some of us were given a note of the standard pin codes and most of the hacking would involve two
people. Two would call simultaneously from an office landline to make sure it was engaged so it would go
straight onto answer machine and then you could access the messages." When hacking failed, reporters
would allegedly turn to a private investigating company.

The programme also reports that the paper employed someone who would pretend to be someone else, in
order to obtain information. One of their sources says they learned that an investigator the paper used
obtained Lesley Ash's medical records using that type of subterfuge.

At the select committee hearing this week, Conservative MP Louise Mensch used parliamentary privilege
to accuse Piers Morgan of hacking phones. Morgan was editor of the Mirror at the time Newsnight's main
source was at the Sunday paper.

Morgan has denied that vehemently.

Trinity Mirror, in response to the allegations made by Newsnight, said: "Our journalists work within the
criminal law and the Press Complaints Commission code of conduct."

Mensch pointed out the statement was expressed in the present tense.
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After years of rebuttals, numerous assurances under oath to the Leveson inquiry, and the dismissal of legal claims 
as "wholly unsubstantiated", it took a single devastating morning at the high court in London to leave Trinity Mirror's 
phone-hacking denials in ruins. 

 Related: Daily Mirror owners must pay £1.2m to celebrity phone-hacking victims

The court was told that senior journalists at the Daily Mirror, Sunday Mirror and Sunday People intercepted 
celebrities' voicemails on an industrial scale, making the News of the World look like a "small cottage industry".

The allegation was all the more striking because - for the first time - there was an absence of any denial from the 
publisher, Mirror Group Newspapers (MGN); in effect it was not contesting the testimony offered up in court.

The tabloid publisher admitted during the trial that phone hacking was the source of more than 100 articles about 
eight claimants, including the actor Sadie Frost and ex-footballer Paul Gascoigne.

It was a far cry from the combative stance of Sly Bailey, the then-Trinity Mirror chief executive, who told the 
Leveson inquiry in January 2012 that there was "no evidence and we saw no reason to investigate" allegations of 
phone hacking at the titles. "It is not the way to run a healthy company; to conduct investigations when there is no 
evidence to say our journalists have hacked phones," she said. 

For years, the publisher's spokespeople trotted out the line: "Trinity Mirror's position is clear: our journalists work 
within the criminal law and the PCC code of conduct."

Fast forward to September 2014 and Trinity Mirror makes its first public admission that some of its journalists 
hacked phones. It was an admission designed, in part, to avoid a costly civil trial and the damaging headlines that 
go with it. The company set up a compensation fund for phone-hacking victims and Trinity Mirror executives 
briefed, rather hopefully, that there was now no need for the high court trial to go ahead.
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But behind the scenes, lawyers for the victims were determined to have their day in court. Only then, they said, 
would the full extent of phone hacking at Trinity Mirror be revealed. One senior legal source said the two sides 
were also poles apart when trying to agree compensation for the victims. "The only way that you can get this settled 
is if you pay them enough. They were trying to keep it down for pound or penny and we were a long way apart," the 
source said.

As the trial neared, the company moved into full damage limitation mode, sending letters of apology signed by the 
Trinity Mirror chairman, David Grigson, and the chief executive, Simon Fox, to each of the eight claimants. Days 
later the company's three titles printed a page-two apology admitting that its intrusion into people's private lives had 
broken the law.

Meanwhile, its compensation fund for phone-hacking victims was increased from £8m to £12m - a recognition that 
publicity surrounding the trial would inevitably prompt further claimants to come forward. So far 41 celebrities, 
including the actors Elizabeth Hurley and Hugh Grant, have lodged claims and dozens more are waiting in the 
wings, meaning the eventual cost is likely to be far in excess of £12m.

 Related: Phone-hacking victims: lives 'torn apart' by decade of mistrust and paranoia

But by far the greatest threat to Trinity Mirror is the looming prospect of a possible corporate prosecution. Those 
cases are notoriously difficult to pull off but the newspaper group has attempted to head off any potential 
prosecution by cooperating with Scotland Yard detectives and handing over scores of internal emails, telephone call 
data, invoices, expenses receipts and other evidence. It remains to be seen whether this strategy will pay off, with 
any decision on criminal charges expected by summer.

For now, the trial appears hardly to have made a ripple on Trinity Mirror's share price. It stood at 182p at 
Wednesday's close, representing a fall of 9.23% since the first day of the trial, when shareholders were buoyed by 
an announcement that the publisher was to pay its first dividend in seven years after a 1% increase in pre-tax 
profits to £102.3m.

Revelations that some of the titles' most senior journalists were hacking phones over a decade, from 1999 to 2010, 
will likely not last long in the memory of readers fatigued by the phone-hacking scandal and its fallout. But the 
reputational damage from the excoriating testimony of Gascoigne, Frost and a string of soap opera stars - plus the 
looming threat of the company itself being in the dock - will be much harder to shake off.
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Trinity Mirror is facing a soaring phone-hacking bill after dozens more high-profile figures - including Nigel Havers, 
Jemima Khan and Hugh Grant - came forward to lodge compensation claims.

As the civil trial involving eight "representative" claims by celebrity victims nears the end of its second week, The 
Independent has learned that since the beginning of the year, 49 new claims against Mirror Group Newspapers 
have been formally lodged at the High Court.

Details emerge daily about the alleged scale and operation of voicemail interceptions inside MGN's national titles - 
the Daily and Sunday Mirror, and the People - appears to have emboldened potential claimants with 41 of the 
claims lodged since the trial began two weeks ago.

Compensation payouts to each victim are anticipated to average around £50,000, in addition to the huge legal bills 
that accompany such action - meaning MGN is facing an imminent hacking bill twice the £12m so far set aside.

Among those who have lodged claims this month are the actors Nigel Havers, Elizabeth Hurley, Rhys Ifans, 
Amanda Holden and Sarah Lancashire. The Everton football club owner and theatre impresario, Bill Kenwright, the 
heiress and campaigner, Jemima Khan, and her former partner, the actor and press reform activist, Hugh Grant, 
have also lodged claims.

Although evidence in the civil trial has focused on the former footballer Paul Gascoigne, actors and the BBC 
executive, Alan Yentob, documents now lodged with the court allege that MGN senior journalists also authorised 
the "continued monitoring of MPs voicemails". The witness statements of the convicted journalist and specialist 
hacker, Dan Evans, who worked for both the Sunday Mirror and the News of the World, claimed that the hacking 
activity against MPs and their families, reached a level that there was concern by one senior journalist that it "might 
end up attracting the attention [of] security services".

The senior journalist, according to Evans, stood near the newsdesk of the Sunday Mirror and issued the order: "No 
more MPs, OK?"
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In his witness statement, Evans said he believed the monitoring of MPs took place in 2003 or early 2004. Details of 
MPs telephone numbers were passed to Evans by senior MGN journalists. The former Home Secretary, Charles 
Clarke, was among the targets.

Evans was given a 10-month suspended sentence after he pleaded guilty last year to phone hacking.

In the witness box, he told the court that an "inner-circle of senior journalists" were responsible for organising and 
carrying out hacking at the three MGN titles. But, he added an "over-arching knowledge" of hacking - sometimes 
referred to as "muppetry" - existed throughout the Canary Wharf newsrooms.

Evans said that he been inducted and tutored on hacking by two senior MGN staff journalists, and that he had 
been asked to investigate the possibility of constructing an Enigma-style code-breaking machine that would have 
fast-tracked the "cracking" of PIN numbers allowing access to voicemails. Evans told the court that knowledge of 
hacking had extended to the "legal department" of MGN.

One of Evans' witness statements mentioned MGN's head of legal, Marcus Partington. Evans recalled a Saturday 
morning when Mr Partington walked past the Sunday Mirror newsdesk. His statement recounted: "In a way I took 
to be mischievously humorous" the legal head asked a senior journalist: "Have I got any messages this morning?".

The journalist, according to Evans, responded with a "knowing look and smile". Evans said he had "certainly 
understood the 'in joke'."

The actress Sadie Frost, the former wife of Jude Law, one of the eight claimants seeking compensation from MGN, 
told the court that having her phone hacked by Mirror journalists was the "lowest of the low".

Ms Frost said she was left "incredibly embarrassed and humiliated" when a story emerged about her attending an 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting two years after her divorce from Mr Law.

The trial continues.

'MIRROR' ACCUSED

NEW CLAIMANTS

Ian Cotton, Lisa Moorish, Stephen Rider, Louisa Lytton, Neil Ruddock, Kym Marsh, Michael Ambrose, Steve 
McFadden, Timothy Horlick, Daniel Taylor, Jayne Claire Watson, Tamsin Outwaite, Sam Rush, Meg Matthews, 
George Calil, Sarah Lancashire, Peter Salmon, Jim Threapleton, Denise van Outen, Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen and 
Jackie Llewelyn-Bowen, Pearl Lowe and Danny Goffey, Chris Hughes, John Leslie, Amanda Holden, Patricia Lake-
Smith, Michael Foster, Hugh Grant, Sarah Parish, Hilary Perrin, Rhys Ifans, Clair Dobbs, Caroline Chikezie, Tina 
Hobley, Jeff Brazier, Kelly Hoppen, Samatha Thomson, Leslie Heseltine, Stephen Murray, Ambi Sitham, Denise 
Townley, William Kenwright, Suzanna Shaw, Elizabeth Hurley, Jemima Khan, Nigel Havers, Alison Griffin, Angus 
Deayton.
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MIRROR Group Newspapers was reeling yesterday after being hit with massive privacy damages over the phone 
hacking scandal.

Eight victims were awarded a total of almost £1.2million at the High Court in the first of an avalanche of claims 
expected to rock the company.

Actress Sadie Frost was "thrilled" with her £260,250 payout, while ex-footballer Paul Gascoigne got £188,250 and 
EastEnders star Shane Richie £155,000.TV producer Robert Ashworth was awarded £201,250, and soap actresses 
Lucy Taggart and Shobna Gulati also got six-figure sums.

Rio Ferdinand's ex Lauren Alcorn got £72,500. Yesterday's payouts far exceeded expectations and scores of other 
alleged victims are now expected to file similar claims.

MGN had originally set aside £8million for damages, but the final bill could hit £30million - plus enormous legal fees.

The High Court in London heard journalists from the Daily Mirror, Sunday Mirror and Sunday People listened to 
voicemails left on mobiles on an "industrial scale".

One hundred stories had been generated from information gleaned from the phones of the eight.

Lawyers for MGN, which denied hacking up to last year, had pleaded for the damages not to be "excessive" as no 
one suffered personal harm.

'Violated on a massive scale' But judge Mr Justice Mann said the invasions of privacy were "very substantial 
indeed".

During the hearing in March, BBC boss Alan Yentob - awarded £85,000 - said he felt "violated on a truly massive 
scale". His phone was hacked "tens of thousands of times" for information.
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Gazza, close to tears in the witness box, said: "It was horrendous. And people can't understand why I became an 
alcoholic."

His solicitor Gerald Shamas said he was "delighted and relieved" with yesterday's result.

Several of the payouts far exceed the maximum £175,000 given for paralysis of the legs under the Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Scheme. The highest privacy award before yesterday was the £60,000 given to F1 boss Max 
Mosley, exposed by the News of the World in 2008 over an orgy with hookers.

Last night MGN owner Trinity Mirror said it may appeal the decisions because it believes "the basis for calculating 
damages is incorrect".

There are currently 75 claims against Mirror titles alleging hacking between 1999 and 2010.

Other alleged victims include Hugh Grant, Liz Hurley and Kelly Hoppen.
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Verdict ... Judge Mann
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